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BARBIE® DOLL HITS ALL THE HIGH NOTES IN HER FIRST MUSICAL MOVIE PRESENTED BY LIONS GATE HOME ENTERTAINMENT’S FHE DIVISION & MATTEL ENTERTAINMENT

BARBIE™ AS THE PRINCESS AND THE PAUPER

Initial VHS And DVD Orders Will Include A “Bonus” CD Including The Film’s Soundtrack; Beautifully Packaged Video Available On September 28th 
Movie Features Martin Short And Seven Original Songs By Broadway Lyricist Amy Powers And Composer Megan Cavallari Performed By The Czech Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra 

SANTA MONICA, CA (June 1, 2004) – This September Barbie® magically returns to the screen as Lions Gate Home Entertainment’s Family Home Entertainment (FHE), a division of Lions Gate Entertainment (AMEX and TSX: LGF), and Mattel Entertainment present the home video premiere of the full-length, CGI animated spectacular musical – Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper.  As Barbie’s® first musical film, the home video comes complete with a bonus CD soundtrack and unique pink holo-foil packaging that sparkles and glistens from every angle.

The highly anticipated fourth direct-to-video feature film starring the world’s most famous doll, Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper presents an enchanting, contemporary twist on Mark Twain’s classic tale of mistaken identity.  In her first-ever dual role, Barbie® stars as both the princess and the pauper, two girls who look amazingly alike and have their lives intersect when the princess is kidnapped and the pauper must assume her identity to foil the kidnapper.  Just as the first three films – Barbie in the Nutcracker™, Barbie™ as Rapunzel and Barbie™ of Swan Lake – introduced girls to the wonders of the arts, Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper exposes girls to the beauty and grace of music.  

The film features an unforgettable score that includes seven original songs by Broadway lyricist Amy Powers and composer Megan Cavallari, performed by the Czech Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra.  To further enhance an already magical release, for a limited time FHE will include a bonus CD of the film’s soundtrack with each VHS and DVD purchase.  The CD provides girls with another way to experience the beauty and power of music as well as the film’s message that everyone has a gift and in that gift lies his or her destiny.

Kelly Sheridan stars once again as the voice of Barbie®, and adding further appeal, Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper also features the celebrity voice of actor and comedian Martin Short, who brings a deliciously evil performance to the role of Preminger, the scheming mastermind behind the plot to kidnap the princess. 
The melodious Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper DVD is packed with fabulous extras, including a first look at the next Barbie™ movie, a sing-a-long feature, and animated and interactive menus voiced by Barbie®. Additionally, Mattel will introduce an innovative new plush (sold separately) based on the character Serafina™, a feline friend from the movie whose assistance and love help both the princess and the pauper to realize the power of friendship.  Designed to be interactive with the Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper DVD and Video, the charming Serafina™ plush doll moves, sings with, and responds to Barbie® as she watches the film along with you.  

Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper will be available in stores September 28 with beautiful pink holo-foil packaging for the suggested retail price of $19.98 for VHS and DVD.  Pre-book date is August 10 for pre-packs and August 24 for singles.

Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper Magical DVD Features

Presented in family friendly wide-screen format (1.66:1) with 5.1 and 2.0 Dolby® Digital Audio and Spanish 2.0 Audio, the Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper DVD includes a plethora of delightful bonus features including:

•

A First Look at the next Barbie™ movie 

•

Sing-a-long Feature that allows viewers to sing along with all of the songs in the movie

•
“My Favorite Songs” Feature that allows viewers skip directly to their favorite songs, or lets them play just the song portions of the movie
•

Animated Interactive menus voiced by Barbie®

•

Trailer Gallery

Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper Synopsis

In her first animated musical featuring seven original songs, Barbie® comes to life in this modern re-telling of a classic tale of mistaken identity and the power of friendship.  Based on the story by Mark Twain, Barbie( as The Princess and the Pauper features Barbie® in an exciting dual role as a princess and a poor village girl—two girls who look amazingly alike!

The girls’ paths are fated to cross when Princess Anneliese™ is captured and Erika™, her look-alike, must try to save her.  Can Erika™ pretend to be the Princess and foil her captor, the evil Preminger? And what of the handsome King Dominick™, who falls in love with Erika™, mistaking her for Princess Anneliese™? 

In this magical musical performance, two beautiful, adventurous girls dare to follow their dreams and discover that destiny is written in a very special place: your heart!    

About Lions Gate Entertainment

Lions Gate Entertainment is the leading diversified independent producer and distributor of motion pictures, television programming, home entertainment, family entertainment and video-on-demand content, and its prestigious and prolific library of 8000+ titles is one of the largest in the entertainment industry.  The Lions Gate brand name is synonymous with original, daring, quality entertainment in markets around the globe.

About Mattel

Mattel, Inc., (NYSE: MAT, www.mattel.com) is the worldwide leader in the design, manufacture and marketing of toys and family products, including Barbie®, the most popular fashion doll ever introduced.   The Mattel family of toys and games is comprised of such best-selling brands as Hot Wheels®, Matchbox®, American Girl®, and Fisher-Price®, which also includes Little People®, Rescue Heroes™, Power Wheels®, as well as a wide array of entertainment-inspired toy lines.  With worldwide headquarters in El Segundo, Calif., Mattel employs more than 25,000 people in 36 countries and sells products in more than 150 nations throughout the world.  The Mattel vision is to be the world’s premier toy brands --- today and tomorrow.  
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Barbie™ as the Princess and the Pauper

· Pre-Order Date:

August 24, 2004

· Street Date:


September 28, 2004

· Running Time:

85 minutes 

· DVD Pricing:

$19.98 SRP

· VHS Pricing


$19.98 SRP

· DVD Catalog #:

16151

· VHS Catalog #:

16147
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