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SYNOPSIS

A successful, wealthy businessman, Wesley Deeds (Tyler Perry) has always done what’s expected of him, whether it’s assuming the helm of his father’s company, tolerating his brother’s misbehavior at the office or planning to marry his beautiful but restless fiancée, Natalie (Gabrielle Union). But Wesley is jolted out of his predictable routine when he meets Lindsey (Thandie Newton), a down-on-her-luck single mother who works on the cleaning crew in his office building. When he offers to help her get back on her feet, the chance encounter with someone so far outside his usual circle ignites something in Wesley.  This one good deed may finally spark his courage to exchange the life that’s expected of him for the life he’s always really wanted. 

A moving, uplifting drama about coincidence, courage, and the defining choices we make on our paths to happiness, TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS is written, produced and directed by Tyler Perry, and stars Perry, Thandie Newton, Brian White, Rebecca Romijn, Jamie Kennedy, Eddie Cibrian, Jordenn Thompson, with Phylicia Rashad, and Gabrielle Union.  Lionsgate and TPS present A TPS / Lionsgate production of A Film by Tyler Perry.
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

 

            Over the course of eight years as an actor, writer, director and producer, Tyler Perry has entertained and inspired audiences with his trademark mix of crowd-pleasing broad comedy and rousing inspirational drama. Now, with the release of his twelfth film, TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS, the filmmaker tackles a new genre:  the romantic drama.  The part marks Perry’s first dramatic role away from his ensemble-based films and places him front and center as leading man.  While Perry is no stranger to headlining his films – his starring comic turns as the irreverent pot-smoking grandma Madea are a cornerstone of his enduring popularity – the role of Wesley Deeds, a successful businessman whose seemingly perfect life is upended by an unlikely new friendship, marks a milestone for the actor: a romantic, plain-clothes role that calls for the most personal, unvarnished performance Perry has ever given.   

            “You give me a costume and I'm comfortable behind that costume, whatever that is,” says Perry. “If it's an old man, if it's an old woman, fine, I can do that. Just give me something to hide behind. Playing Wesley is the first time I feel like I've been exposed. I'm a very private person, and with this role I felt like my entire life had to come to work with me.”  

            While TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS is in no way autobiographical, Perry admits that Wesley’s journey is one he knows well, a familiarity which only served to raise the stakes for him as an actor. “A lot of the situations in the film are similar to things I've gone through, so in order to be this guy, I really had to surrender to it,” he reveals. “It wasn't an easy decision for me. The truth is, had I not done FOR COLORED GIRLS, which was the scariest thing I've ever done in my life, I wouldn't have had the courage to try this.”

            “This is probably the most we’ve seen of the real Tyler,” adds co-star Gabrielle Union. “He’s bringing all of his life experiences to the role, and it informs the character in ways I think are completely unexpected and original.” 

            Perry’s character, Wesley Deeds, lives a life he thinks he wants, until a chance encounter with Lindsey, a single mother who can’t make ends meet, calls into question every aspect of his life, from his career to his impending marriage. “What I really focus on in this film is this sense of finding yourself in life,” explains Perry. “Wesley Deeds is a man who’s lost. He’s doing everything that everybody's telling him to do. He's living his father's dream and his mother’s dream, and in the process forgets his own. There’s an epiphany of sorts when he meets Lindsey.” 

            Citing evidence from his own life, Perry fervently believes the opportunity for transformation can often come from the most unlikely places.  “There's that saying, ‘A stranger can be your best friend,’” he says. “I've found there are people who you wouldn't even expect who come and say something or drop the littlest seed or smallest nugget in your life and change everything. That's why this story is really important to me, and why it's so close to my heart.”

            While Wesley and Lindsey live in worlds that rarely intersect – he’s an affluent, successful businessman; she’s a working class mother who finds herself struggling to provide for her daughter – they discover that each has something the other needs. “Lindsey comes in and shakes Wesley up,” explains Perry. “She doesn’t care about his wealth or his privilege or who his father was. She tells it like it is because she has nothing to lose. And he appreciates that. And Wesley has the ability to show kindness to Lindsey and offer her things that she's not used to accepting from people.”

            Adds British actress Thandie Newton, who plays Lindsey, “Wesley and Lindsey come together by finding their common humanity. Too often, we think we have nothing in common with people from different walks of life when the truth is, we’re all part of a humanity that desperately needs the other to create equilibrium. I think stories like that urgently need to be told in the world we live in. We've got to find an understanding where we think there is none.” 

            Observes producer Ozzie Areu, “Tyler is a successful filmmaker because he has the ability to unite talented artists with life-transforming stories that we all can relate to.  His films are built on many universal themes that not only touch audiences but attract the skilled actors who bring his words to life.”
            Perry’s talent for writing complex, challenging roles for women has long made him a magnet for high-caliber actresses. He offered the role of Lindsey to Newton based on their experience working together on last year’s hard-hitting drama, FOR COLORED GIRLS. “There’s a chemistry that exists between Thandie and I that’s not written,” avows Perry. “It's not scripted. It's not even forced.  It's just very natural and very fun. She's a wonderful person.”

            “There’s nothing more bonding than a movie like FOR COLORED GIRLS to bring people together,” adds Newton. “Tyler and I wrestled through a very difficult piece and came out the other side. And he trusted that our relationship and our chemistry were going to be something that would give him the confidence, the real connection, to do something new. So of course it was deeply flattering to be asked to do that.  And we had a great time. A lot of the ease and enjoyment we have as friends comes across in the movie.”

            “Thandie Newton is an incredible actress,” acknowledges producer Paul Hall. “She can play European or play American, upper class or working class. Lindsey has that ability to walk in both worlds and she has a big arc in her character. We knew Thandie would be able to fulfill that.”

            Newton had already shown impressive versatility in films like CRASH, BELOVED, and MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE II, but the actress wanted to be sure her portrayal of Lindsey’s plight was as authentic as possible.  “I wanted her struggle to be real,” she says.  “I didn't want it to be far-fetched.  When I was doing my research for the role, I was so shocked to discover the number of people with good, steady, well-paying jobs who've lost everything in the recession, and who’ve found themselves without a home. Maybe twenty years ago it would have seemed far-fetched, but not now. This story is very modern.”

            That said, in one instance it was Perry who challenged Newton to hew closer to reality. In a scene where Lindsey and her six-year-old daughter, Ariel, have to sleep in a janitor’s closet, Newton suggested having Lindsey help her daughter through the trauma with a game of make-believe. “Tyler said, ‘No. Lindsey's gone far beyond that,’” she recalls. Instead, Lindsey tells her daughter to be quiet and deal with the circumstances. “And I found that tough.  Really tough,” says Newton.  “But I loved that note, because it was a very painful truth. Lindsey’s at the end of her rope. To make everything nice for my daughter wouldn’t have been real.  That would've been a bit of a lie.”  

            Fortunately, Newton found an able partner to work with in six-year-old actress Jordenn Thompson, who plays Ariel. “She’s a star in the making,” affirms Newton. “She just brings light and a breath of fresh air whenever she's around. I wanted to bring as many personal little signatures of how I mother my children to our relationship on screen.  It was very intense for me.”

            “Jordenn is very talented,” adds Perry. “Instinctively, she gets it.  And what I love about her is if she goes very, very sad, she's out of it the next second.  It's just like children. They're so resilient.” 

            As Wesley’s bond with Lindsey deepens, he begins to question for the first time his seemingly perfect relationship with his fiancée Natalie, played in the film by Gabrielle Union (TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS, BAD BOYS II, “Flashforward,” the upcoming THINK LIKE A MAN). Explains Union, “Natalie’s a princess and Wesley’s Prince Charming. They come from great families. They went to the right schools. They should be together, they should be happy, but they're both completely unfulfilled.”

            “They’re the billion dollar couple on paper,” adds Perry, “but she’s completely bored in the relationship and he’s completely lost in it. I think it happens to a lot of people in life. You settle, because you don't want to be alone, or because you're told, ‘This is what you're supposed to do.’”

            While in lesser hands Natalie might have been reduced to a status-obsessed caricature, Union and Perry were careful to lend the character a complex humanity. “We wanted light to shine from Natalie when we see her, as opposed to being bitchy and pretentious and looking down her nose at Lindsey,” explains Union. “The first time she sees Lindsey, she's like, ‘Oh my god, you're so cute!  We should hook you up with Bob in accounting!’”

            “Gabrielle really made sense of Natalie,” says Hall. “The audience understands why Wesley would be with Natalie, because Gabrielle’s sensational. She brings that light-hearted sense to Natalie, that ‘Everywoman feel’ people can relate to. But she’s not afraid to expose the frustration Natalie feels, either.”

            In one key sequence, Natalie goes out for a night of drinking and dancing with her friends, Heidi and Mark (played by Rebecca Romijn and Jamie Kennedy), and recaptures the feeling of joy that’s been missing in her marriage. That sense of camaraderie was easy to re-create, as Union, Romijn and Kennedy are all old friends. “We decided to be a little Method,” laughs Union. “After work, and before we would shoot, we would all meet up at our hotel and share stories and laughter. It really helped create this vibe and this history between our characters.”

            “Heidi and Mark can tell Natalie is not at ease with where her life is going, so they help her figure it out for herself,” explains Rebecca Romijn (X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, “Ugly Betty”). “They're not telling her what to do, but they're helping her find it herself.”

            While Wesley struggles with the question of his impending marriage, he also has to grapple with the constant resentment of his troubled brother, Walter, played by Brian White. Walter has squandered years of his life stumbling in and out of rehab and a series of broken relationships, and though he purports to work alongside Wesley in the family business, he only manages to make Wesley’s job more difficult. “He’s not necessarily aware of what’s wrong with him,” says White, “but he’s self-destructing at every turn.”

            “I wanted to write Walter to speak to so many people who may be in his position,” explains Perry. “Walter’s creating his own destiny, and it's really sad. He self-sabotages everything he does.  He has a pity party every day.  He doesn't know he's creating his own world, his own horror.”  

            Walt and Wesley, seeing the ways in which the other is failing to live up to his potential, challenge each other constantly.  Explains White, “We both see what the other should be doing right for themselves to be happy or to be whole. So there’s a lot of push and pull there.  It’s a tug of war constantly with each other, trying to correct each other since we both think we’re right.”

            “Brian White’s determination, power and commitment are really impressive,” reports Newton. “He's playing this guy who's so messed up, who's so unconscious, who's so angry and self-destructive and misogynistic.  He couldn't be playing someone more unlike him and he convinces us all of something he isn't.”

            The tension between the two brothers is exacerbated by the formidable influence of Wilimena, their domineering mother played with icy power by veteran Tony Award-winning actress, Phylicia Rashad (“The Cosby Show”). “Wilimena does not have the same relationship with both sons,” admits Rashad, laughing. “She just bubbles over with joy at the mere thought of Wesley.  She looks at him and sees goodness and greatness and continuity.  And Walt – she just doesn't get him at all.  She does not understand his behavior.”

            The secrets behind this family dynamic are not wholly revealed in the film, but Perry was careful to explore them in detail with his cast on set. “The backstory was very, very important to me,” he says. “Phylicia, Brian and I sat and discussed it because I needed to know what they were thinking.”

            In the process, Rashad realized she had to modify her character in order to justify Walt’s fate as the black sheep of the family. Remembers Brian White, “All of a sudden, Phylicia’s whole presentation got darker because of the backstory. For me, it was probably the single most powerful day of work. Through her performance, I understood Walt, what he had been through at the hands of his mother.  That one scene helped me for the rest of the movie. When you work with people like Phylicia, you can’t help but attempt to rise to their level.”

            “Phylicia Rashad is phenomenal,” says Perry. “I don't know a finer actor. It's very difficult being in a scene with her, because what she's doing in the moment is so mind-blowing. I try to hold my face and stay in character but it's very tough with somebody who's that incredible.”

            As Natalie’s best friend Heidi Foster, Rebecca Romijn plays a symbol of domestic perfection, one that causes Natalie to question whether she wants to pursue the same path. Explains Romijn, “Heidi’s a former professional woman who's become a mom. She’s a little bit of a glimpse of Natalie’s future and Natalie’s not sure she's comfortable with it.” 

            “To some people, Heidi’s life and her relationship with her husband, John, seems wonderful, but to Heidi and Wesley, it’s not what they really want,” says Perry. “They don't want the kids.  They don't want the house in the suburbs. It might seem perfect, but it doesn’t work for them.”

            Actor Eddie Cibrian (“The Playboy Club,” “Third Watch,” “CSI: Miami”) plays Heidi’s husband, John, the loyal CFO of Wesley’s and Walt’s business who finds himself repeatedly caught between the two brothers. Says Cibrian, “There’s an interesting rivalry that happens between John and Walt. Walt says, ‘Hey, I’m blood, you’re not blood. I know this company better than you.’ And then you have John having to tell Wesley, ‘Your brother is going take you down, and he’s going to take the company down.’ He has to navigate really tricky waters.”

            Jamie Kennedy (MALIBU’S MOST WANTED, THREE KINGS) rounds out the cast as Mark Freeze, a designer and good friend of Heidi’s who dares to contradict Wilimena during Natalie’s shopping trip for a wedding dress. “Mark has a little bitch fit with her and tells her off,” says Kennedy with smile. “I get to have fun with his character and jump in, which is what I love to do as an actor.  I like to play and kind of have no boundaries.” 

            With the last role of Brenda, Natalie’s mother, filled in by iconic model and actress Beverly Johnson, Perry and his filmmaking team began their four-week shoot at Tyler Perry Studios in Atlanta, where Perry has lensed the majority of his recent films. Perry brought together many of the key department heads from his previous films, including longtime production designer Ina Mayhew and costume designer Johnetta Boone. He says, “I like what's comfortable for me. And it’s incredible to be able to work with people that I've worked with before and then add new people to the mix. The energy and the chemistry are really awesome.”

            Perry’s manner as a director – focused, flexible and kind – helped define a similar atmosphere on set. During one late-night shoot, Rashad couldn’t believe the amount of good will she felt around her.  “I remember thinking, ‘Oh, gosh, I haven't felt like this since my early days in theater, where you just come in and you just do the work,’” she says. “You know, nobody was complaining about the hour. Nobody was complaining about being tired, although everybody was tired.  There was just this great joy in doing the work.”

Comments producer Ozzie Areu, “Tyler cultivates relationships with actors, and strives to create an atmosphere on set that gives them a safe place to explore the material, and collaborate with him and one another.  The actors really enjoy and appreciate that, and as a result it shows in their work.  He’s truly an Actor’s Director.”
            As is often the case with Tyler Perry productions, the cast is quick to point out this creative freedom that Perry allows his actors, particularly when it comes to improvisation and flexibility with the script. Says Newton, “Tyler lets you explore and obviously as an actor, it's very satisfying to feel you can make that kind of contribution. He allows for that while still keeping his stature as director very secure.”

            Adds Kennedy, “You feel like you've got this great playground to play in. I can't stress it enough: he really makes the process very simple. Sometimes directors get very cerebral and Tyler just gets very emotional.  He feels what he wants and it's great.”

            Perry’s faith in the heart over the dictates of the mind is also evident in the message that TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS imparts. Wesley Deeds is a man who is living a life he thinks he wants, only to awaken to the longings of his heart, which lead him in an entirely different direction. His journey charts the struggles and rewards of finding one’s authentic path in life.  Observes producer Areu, “GOOD DEEDS will make moviegoers ask questions of themselves as they leave the theater.  It’s a film with a universal message about love, integrity and respect.  I believe this movie has the ability to touch people in a very special way.”
Says Gabrielle Union, “The movie urges you to seek the things that really make you feel full as a person. It's touching very deep issues in a very beautiful, simple way.”

            “It reminds people that they’ll be surprised by the places where they’ll find the greatest source of wisdom and joy,” adds Newton. “And to always be open.  Always, always.”

            For Perry, TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS exhorts audiences to pursue their own individual vision of happiness. “You can live your life for your parents, for someone else, through the eyes of society and never be happy. Or you can live your truth, accept your truth, accept what's going to make you happy and go for it with all you have.  That’s what this story is about,” he says. “Live your life to the fullest. As long as it doesn't hurt anybody else, live your life the way you think it should be lived.”

ABOUT THE CAST

TYLER PERRY (Wesley Deeds) - See ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

BAFTA Award-winning THANDIE NEWTON (Lindsey Wakefield) is not only one of the world's great beauties, but an actress of uncommon talent and range.

Thandie was most recently seen making her stage debut in London’s West End starring in “Death and the Maiden” by Ariel Dorfman.  On screen she was most recently seen in Retreat,” an independent psychological thriller opposite Cillian Murphy and Jamie Bell, directed by Carl Tibbetts.  The film is about a couple secluded on a remote Scottish island, their lives shattered by the arrival of a wounded marine warning them of a global pandemic.

In 2010, Thandie starred in “For Colored Girls,” opposite Whoopi Goldberg and Janet Jackson. Prior to that, she starred in Roland Emmerich's “2012” for Columbia with John Cusack, which revolves around an academic researcher who battles to prevent an apocalypse predicted by the ancient Mayans. The film grossed over $750 million worldwide. 

Thandie was praised for her work in the Academy Award®-winning Best Picture of 2006: “Crash,” the story of a multiracial group of characters whose lives interconnect following a car accident in Los Angeles.  For her performance, Thandie received BAFTA (Outstanding Supporting Actress) and SAG (Best Ensemble) Awards.

Thandie also starred in “RocknRolla,” written and directed by Guy Ritchie, opposite Gerard Butler and Olive Stone's film “W.” as Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice opposite Josh Brolin.

Other films have included “Vanishing on 7th Street” directed by Brad Anderson; David Schwimmer's comedy “Run Fat Boy Run,” opposite Hank Azaria and Simon Pegg; Gabriele Muccino's critically acclaimed box office hit “The Pursuit of Happyness,” opposite Will Smith; Jonathan Demme's contemporary romantic thriller “The Truth About Charlie,” inspired by Stanley Donen's 1963 film “Charade;” and the John Woo-helmed action film “Mission Impossible 2.”  She received rave reviews for her astonishingly original and bold performance as the title character in Jonathan Demme's 1998 adaptation of Toni Morrison's novel, “Beloved,” co-starring Oprah Winfrey.

Thandie is actively involved in the V-Day foundation.  In 2011 she attended the opening of the City of Joy in Bukavu, DRC.  It houses and supports women survivors of sexual violence and provides them with opportunities to develop their leadership skills through innovative programming.

Thandie also spoke at the prestigious Ted Global Conference in 2011.

Thandie is currently a spokeswoman for Olay.
BRIAN WHITE (Walt Deeds) is in for a busy year – as he stars in three upcoming films and a hit TV series.  

On the small screen, White reprised his popular role of Marcus in the Emmy®-award nominated drama series “Men of A Certain Age” which stars Ray Romano, Andre Braugher and Scott Bakula as three best friends in their late forties dealing with the realities of middle age.   White is almost a nemesis to Braugher’s character ‘Owen’ as ‘Marcus’ constantly outshines him at the car lot where they are both salesmen.  Owen’s father, the owner of the lot, considers Marcus the “son he wished he had.”

Later this year, White stars opposite Academy®-award nominee Richard Jenkins and Emmy®-award winner Bradley Whitford in the Joss Whedon/Drew Goddard horror film “The Cabin in the Woods” and will also star in the upcoming Bollywood romantic comedy film "Politics of Love" opposite Mallika Sherawat, Loretta Devine and Ruby Dee.  “Politics of Love” is a romantic comedy that follows the fortunes of a campaign team caught up in a whirlwind of euphoric romances during Obama's presidential push. 

White has showcased his talent with a multitude of characters in different genres of film:  in 2009, White starred in “Tyler Perry's I Can Do Bad All by Myself” (Lionsgate) opposite Taraji P. Henson. He also appeared opposite Channing Tatum and Terrance Howard in “Fighting” (Rogue Pictures) and alongside World Wrestling Entertainment superstar John Cena in the film “12 Rounds” (Fox Atomic ).  In 2008, he starred alongside Jason Statham in the fantasy-adventure epic “In the Name of the King: A Dungeon Siege Tale” (Fox International). White also starred in the musical-drama “Stomp the Yard” (Screen Gems) and opposite Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson in Disney's box office hit “The Game Plan.”  Other notable film credits include the box office hit “The Family Stone” (Fox 2000) and Independent Spirit Award-nominated film “Brick” (Focus Features/Universal).

A Boston native and son of a licensed financial consultant mother and professional basketball player father (legend JoJo White of the Boston Celtics), White was instilled with the importance of both sports and education throughout his childhood.  He studied Political Science, Psychology and Theater


 at Dartmouth College. 

He continued to play football and lacrosse throughout his college years and upon graduation was signed by both an NFL (New England Patriots) and NLL (Boston Blazers) team.  In 2000, due to an injury, White made the transition from professional athlete to investment broker.  Later on, a chance meeting with an entertainment executive led him to leave the world of finance to begin a new career in modeling and eventually acting.  

White is most recognizable to television audiences as ‘Detective Tavon Garris’ on the award-winning FX crime drama “The Shield.” Other television credits include CBS’ “Moonlight,” UPN’s “Moesha,” “The Parkers,” and “Second Time Around” as well as MTV's “Spyder Games.” 

He recently returned from touring the United States in David E. Talbert’s stage show “What My Husband Doesn’t Know” alongside Michelle Williams, Ann Nesby, Clifton Davis and Morris Chestnut.

He also has a philanthropic side to him and has co-founded a multitude of different ventures including: the Helping Hands Celebrity Weekend (HHCW) in St. Thomas, US VI which creates a unique arena where members of the entertainment industry, professional athletes and corporate leaders can unite and support one another's charitable efforts; Black Carpenter (www.BlackCarpenter.org) which is a multi-platform youth empowerment brand that includes a book, feature documentary and speaking tour designed to create a “tool box” that represents the essential life skills for building a successful next generation; a professional dance company/community youth outreach organization called Phunk Phenomenon Urban Dance Theatre. He is also a founding partner of a full-service film, television and broadband production company based in Los Angeles, CA.

He will celebrate his first wedding anniversary later this summer.

REBECCA ROMIJN (Heidi) continues to maintain her leading lady status in Hollywood with roles in a number of prominent film and television projects.  Romijn can be seen in the new Adult Swim comedy “NTSF:SD:SUV” opposite Paul Scheer, Martin Starr and Rob Riggle. 
Romijn most recently co-starred for two seasons on the Emmy® nominated ABC comedy series “Ugly Betty.”  Romijn played ‘Alexis Meade,’ formerly known as ‘Alex Meade,’ the presumed dead brother of current MODE Magazine editor ‘Daniel’ (Eric Mabius).  In its debut season, the show won the Golden Globe® for Best Television Series – Musical or Comedy and the Writers Guild Award for Best New Series. 

Previously, she starred in the blockbuster hits “X-Men," “X2,” as well as “X3: The Last Stand.” In this trio of films she played villainess ‘Mystique,’ opposite Hugh Jackman and Halle Berry.  She recently reprised this role for a cameo in “X-Men: First Class.” However, it was her role in Brian De Palma’s “Femme Fatale” opposite Antonio Banderas that won her critical acclaim.  In this film noir thriller, Romijn plays a woman attempting to go straight, while being haunted by her shady con-woman past. The Los Angeles Times said of her performance, “Not since Sissy Spacek burned up the screen in “Carrie” has a De Palma woman held the screen as forcefully as Rebecca Romijn.” Other film credits include “The Punisher” “Godsend,” “Rollerball,” “Simone,” “Lies and Alibis,” “Man About Town” and most recently, “Lake City.”

Romijn previously starred on the WB series “Pepper Dennis.” She began crossing over from the fashion world to TV with memorable appearances on the hit television shows “Friends” and “Just Shoot Me,” as well as hosting MTV’s “House of Style.”
She currently resides in Los Angeles with her husband, actor Jerry O'Connell and their twin daughters.

JAMIE KENNEDY (Mark Freeze) grew up in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, the son of a machinist and a paralegal, and the youngest of six children.  He spent his formative years the same way as many children: being abused by nuns in Catholic school, tormenting his parents, and avoiding any thought of long-term goals.  But when Jamie’s high school guidance counselor informed him that his grades, test scores and personality best suited him to a career of shoeing horses, he decided that the time had come to get serious about the future.  He was going to move to Hollywood and become an actor.  Honing his skills on the comedy circuit, Jamie landed his big break being cast in Baz Luhrmann’s “Romeo + Juliet,” alongside Leonardo DiCaprio as a punked-out rival to John Leguizamo.  His career soon kicked into high gear as he co-starred in his breakthrough performance as Randy Meeks, the video store clerk well-versed in the conventions of scary movies, in Wes Craven’s “Scream” and its follow-up “Scream 2.”

 Since these early days, Jamie has worked alongside some of the biggest names in Hollywood.  While doing what he does best alongside legendary comics such as Steve Martin in “Bowfinger,” you see a harder side of Jamie Kennedy the actor as a street hustler who attacks Greg Kinnear in the Oscar®-nominated “As Good As It Gets.”  Across his acting range, he always maintains his crafted ability to add much needed comedy into dramas, seen in “The Three Kings” with George Clooney, “The Boiler Room” with Vin Diesel, and Tony Scott’s “Enemy of the State,” playing a comedic techie in charge of protecting national security alongside Seth Green with Will Smith and Gene Hackman.

 In 2002, Kennedy created his own sketch comedy show “The Jamie Kennedy Experiment,” a television show that can be best described as a combination of “Candid Camera” meets “Saturday Night Live.”  As a part of the show, he collaborated with Oprah Winfrey on multiple occasions, combining his prank jokes and unwavering wit on her practical joke special.  “JKX” quickly became The WB’s highest-ranking new show, attracting three million viewers each week.  Among the wacky characters played by Kennedy, one became across the board an all-time favorite – Brad Gluckman the Malibu rapper.  Taking it to the next level in 2003, “Malibu’s Most Wanted” was released starring Kennedy as the white “wanna-be rapper” from Malibu.  Both projects were produced by Kennedy’s production company, Wannabe Producers.  The company also produced the TV comedy “Living with Fran” in 2005 with Fran Drescher, the WB reality show “The Startlet” in 2005, and MTV’s “Blowin’ Up” in 2006, starring Kennedy and Stu Stone.  He also created and Executive Produced did his own comedy special, “Unwashed” in 2006 for Comedy Central.

 Kennedy starred in “Son of the Mask” in 2005, the sequel to the blockbuster Jim Carrey vehicle, “Kickin’ It Old Skool” in 2007, about a young break dancer who slips into a coma for twenty years and wakes up 2006, and “Heckler” in 2008, a documentary that examines the means, methods, and motives of hecklers, comparing film critics to stand-up comedy hecklers.  With approximately 190 episodes of television under his belt – with networks that include CBS, WB, MTV, Comedy Central, Showtime, NBC, Fox, and VH1 – Jamie currently provides his voice for “The Cleveland Show” on Fox and was starring as psychology professor Eli James in the CBS drama “Ghost Whisperer,” which was Friday’s number one show on television at the time.  Kennedy wrapped WWE’s “Bending the Rules” feature with Adam “The Edge” Copeland in the fall of 2010. After a five-week summer shoot in Europe, on “Lost and Found in Armenia,” and a three-episode arc on the final season of “Entourage,” Jamie stayed busy through the end of 2011. In the fall he starred alongside Joely Fisher in the feature “Cupid, Inc.” for the Hallmark Channel, and shot pilots for truTV and TBS.
 After working with such directors as Baz Luhrmann, Wes Craven, James L. Brooks, Tony Scott, Frank Oz, David O. Russell, Antoine Fuqua, and Kevin Smith, Jamie Kennedy is a true renaissance man, covering the genres of comedy, drama, animation, reality, horror, action and thriller.  Along the way he has also written his own book “Wannabe” and recorded his own record “Blowin’ Up.”  Kennedy stands now with the experience of being a part of over 40 films with such industry entities as Dimension, Fox, Universal, Warner Bros., New Line, Sony, and Disney, totaling a gross of over 2 billion dollars in worldwide box-office sales.  He has appeared on “Oprah,” “The Ellen DeGeneres Show,” “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” “Late Night with Conan O’Brien,” “Late Late Night with Jimmy Kimmel,” “George Lopez” and “Larry King Live” to name a few.  Kennedy has also been hired to either consult or create commercials for several companies on new product launches.  Pepsi hired him to shoot four commercials for Aquafina water.  Coors hired him to shoot a commercial with the push of Coors Light into the urban market.  AXE Body Spray hired him to host an event for a new product release, along with other companies such as Activision, Intel, and Sketchers to name a few.  He even co-directed a series of hidden-camera commercials for Toshiba with long-time collaborator Michael Addis. 

Kennedy has incorporated all this knowledge and fifteen years of experience in the industry with his own production company, appropriately titled Jamie Kennedy Entertainment, where he and his team produce and own all its own content.

A versatile actor who continues to expand his career in television and in film, EDDIE CIBRIAN (John) has become one of the most recognized and talented actors in the business today.  This past fall Eddie starred in the short lived NBC 60’s period-piece, “The Playboy Club.”  Using the proliferation of the then Chicago-based Playboy empire as a backdrop, Cibrian played Nick Dalton, the handsome mob-tied lawyer and man-of-the-town who frequents the club and its bunnies.  For the recent years leading up to this role, Cibrian starred for five seasons as firefighter ‘Jimmy Doherty’ in the popular NBC series, “Third Watch;” also starred in the ESPN series, “Tilt;” followed by the ABC series “Invasion;” Fox series “Vanished;” and most recently playing the role of ‘Jesse Cardoza’ on the hit CBS television series, “CSI: Miami.”

Born and raised in California, Cibrian began his acting career at the age of 12, landing a Coca-Cola commercial on his very first audition.  Following the success of that spot, Cibrian appeared in numerous other national commercials.

Upon entering high school, Cibrian decided to put his acting career on hold to pursue his other passion – sports.  He excelled in every sport he competed in, including football, baseball, soccer and volleyball, and graduated high school with several All-State honors.

Cibrian continued his successful athletic career when he entered UCLA’s football program in the fall of 1991.  Unfortunately, an injury during his first year on the team left Cibrian sidelined and with extra time on his hands.  The lack of physical activity left a void in Cibrian’s life, so he decided to return to acting.

Cibrian immediately landed several national commercials and soon after, starred in Malcolm-Jamal Warner’s Emmy®-Award winning television special “Kids Killing Kids.”  The attention Cibrian garnered for his appearance on Warner’s special led to several soap opera auditions, one of them being for the role of Nick Newman on CBS’s “The Young and the Restless.”  Although the show’s producers felt that Cibrian was too old to play Nick, they were extremely impressed with his acting abilities and created a character for him on the show, that of the conniving Matt Clark.  Within three months, Cibrian had received so much fan mail that CBS signed him to a three-year contract.

After appearing on “The Young and the Restless” for two years, Cibrian starred in several television shows including “The Bold and the Beautiful,” “Baywatch Nights,” “Beverly Hills 90210,” “Sabrina The Teenage Witch” and “Saved by the Bell: The College Years.”

It was not long before Aaron Spelling offered Cibrian the starring role of ‘Cole Deschanel’ on the NBC daytime drama, “Sunset Beach.”  Just five months after his debut, TV Guide named Cibrian one of “Daytime’s 12 Hottest Stars.”

Coinciding with “Sunset Beach,” Cibrian also found time in his busy schedule to star as the lead in a CBS movie-of-the-week, “Logan’s War: Bound by Honor.”  Cibrian’s other television credits include the Lifetime movie, “Jackie’s Back,” and the NBC biblical mini-series “In the Beginning,” with Martin Landau, Jacqueline Bisset and Billy Campbell. 

Prior to “CSI: Miami,” Eddie appeared simultaneously in recurring roles on three series – the role of ‘Coach Diaz’ on the ABC series, “Ugly Betty,” the role of  Eddie LaRoche on the USA cable series, “The Starter Wife” and the role of ‘Kevin’ in the ABC series, “Samantha Who.”  In 2009, he starred in the Lifetime Movie “Northern Lights” and in March 2010 was seen in the lead role in the Hallmark movie, “Helping Hands.”  

Eddie’s feature motion picture credits include his memorable performance in “Living Out Loud,” the sci-fi/horror film “The Cave,” 20th Century Fox’s “Say It Isn’t So” starring Heather Graham and Chris Klein, and Fine Line’s “But I’m a Cheerleader” starring Natasha Lyonne and Clea DuVall.

Cibrian is the proud father of two sons – ages 8 and 4 and is married to country singer, actress LeAnn Rimes.  In his spare time, he enjoys playing golf, football, tennis and basketball, and is involved with the Make-a-Wish Foundation, as well as several other charitable organizations.

JORDENN THOMPSON (Ariel) was born in Los Angeles, California on June 17th, 2003.  Jordenn was discovered at the age of four by her manager, who immediately signed her to FORD Models Los Angeles and Coast to Coast Talent Group. Jordenn has appeared in numerous print campaigns and national commercials. Last year, Jordenn reoccurred on the SyFy Network’s, “Eureka.”  She also starred in the Indie comedy “Should’ve Been Romeo,” opposite Ed Asner.




Jordenn is an avid reader, and she loves to play soccer. Jordenn is on a competitive soccer team and practices religiously every day.  Jordenn is also an ardent animal lover. She hopes to one day run a dog and cat rescue and charity organization. Jordenn looks forward to continuing her career in TV and Film, and never hesitates to inform anyone that she is, “A Professional Actress.” 
A native of Houston, Texas, PHYLICIA RASHAD (Wilimena) graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Theater from Howard University.
Ms. Rashad recently made her directorial debut at the helm of The Seattle Repertory Theatre’s production of August Wilson’s “Gem of the Ocean.”  Broadway credits include “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (and on the West End),” “ Gem of the Ocean,” “Raisin in the Sun” (2004 Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play/Drama Desk Award), “Blue,” “Jelly’s Last Jam,” “ Into the Woods,” “ Dreamgirls,”  “The Wiz” and “Ain’t Supposed To Die A Natural Death.” Off Broadway credits include Lincoln Center’s productions of “Cymbeline” and “Bernarda Alba;” “Helen,” “The Story” and “Everybody’s Ruby” at the NYSF Public Theatre; The Negro Ensemble Company productions of “Puppet Play,” “Zooman and the Sign,” “Sons and Fathers of Sons,” “In An Upstate Motel,” “Weep Not For Me,” and “The Great Mac Daddy;” Lincoln Center’s production of Ed Bullins’ “The Duplex;” and “The Sirens” at the Manhattan Theatre Club.  In regional theatre, she performed as Euripedes’ “Medea” and in “Blues for and Alabama Sky” at the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta, Georgia.  Other regional theatres at which she has performed are The Arena Stage in Washington, D.C. and the Huntington Theatre in Boston.

Known to television audiences for her role as ‘Claire Huxtable’ on “The Cosby Show” and as ‘Ruth Lucas’ on the CBS sitcom, “Cosby,” she received the NAACP Image Award for “Best Actress in a Comedy Series” for both of these roles. She has also been nominated for two Emmy® Awards and has received two People’s Choice® Awards.

Feature film credits include: “Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored,” directed by Tim Reid; “Free of Eden,” opposite Sydney Poitier; “Loving Jezebel,” directed by Kwyn Bader; “The Visit,” directed by Jordan Walker Pearlman; “Just Wright” with Queen Latifah; “Frankie & Alice” with Halle Berry; “For Colored Girls;” and most recently “Gods Behaving Badly.” 

Television film credits include: “A Raisin in the Sun” (2008 Emmy® nomination), “The Old Settler” (AFI nomination) directed by Debbie Allen, “David’s Mother,” “False Witness,” “Jailbirds,” “Polly” and “Polly Comin’ Home.”  Other television appearances include “Touched by an Angel,” “Blossom,” “A Different World,” and recently “A Change of Plans” and “Psyche.”

As an active participant in charitable and nonprofit organizations, Ms. Rashad supports the work of the PRASAD Project, an international charitable organization and is a member of the Broadway Inspirational Voices.  In addition to supporting these organizations, Ms. Rashad is dedicated to the importance of the Fine Arts in Education.

Ms. Rashad has received honorary doctorates from Providence College in Rhode Island, Morris Brown College in Atlanta, Clark University, and Barber-Scotia College and is a recipient of the Harvard University Foundation Award.  In 1999 she was the recipient of the Dorothy L. Height Dreamaker Award sponsored by the National Council of Negro Women Inc. in association with Aunt Jemima/The Quaker Oats Company. In December of 2001, Ms. Rashad was honored by the Board of Directors of New York Women in Film and Television with The Muse Award for Outstanding Vision and Achievement.

One of today’s hottest stars, GABRIELLE UNION (Natalie) continues to shine.
 Gabrielle will be seen in Screen Gems’ “Think Like a Man,” based on Steve Harvey’s book “Act Like A Lady, Think Like A Man.” The film, directed by Tim Story is slated for release on March 9th, 2012. 

Additionally, Gabrielle wrapped production for Film Science’s independent film, “In our Nature,” starring opposite John Slattery, Zach Gilford and Jena Malone. Directed by Brian Savelson, the film is slated for release in 2012.         









Gabrielle’s film credits include the critically acclaimed “Cadillac Records,” “The Perfect Holiday,” “Tyler Perry’s Daddy’s Little Girls,” Ryan Murphy's “Running With Scissors,” the blockbuster hit “Bad Boys II,” “Breakin’ All the Rules,” “ Deliver Us From Eva,” Universal’s cult hit “Bring It On,” “Welcome to Collinwood,” “Abandoned,” “Two Can Play That Game,” “Love & Basketball,” “Cradle to the Grave,” “Ten Things I Hate About You,” “The Brothers,” “Neo Ned,” “The Honeymooners,” “Meet Dave” and “She’s All That.”









On the small screen, Gabrielle made her debut in UPN’s hit comedy “Moesha,” and then went on to guest-star on such hit shows as “ER,” “Dave’s World” and “The Steve Harvey Show.”  Shortly thereafter, Gabrielle had a recurring role on two WB hit shows, “Sister, Sister” and “7th Heaven.”  Gabrielle stirred things up when she guest starred as a love interest to both ‘Joey’ (Matt LeBlanc) and ‘Ross’ (David Schwimmer) on “Friends.”  With this role, Gabrielle marked the first African-American love interest on the series.  She also joined the cast of Steven Bochco’s “City of Angels” for one season. Gabrielle was seen on ABC’s “Flash Forward,” NBC’s “Life” and ABC’s “Ugly Betty.” In addition, she starred on ABC’s critically acclaimed series “Night Stalker” opposite Stuart Townsend and was also seen on HBO’s award-winning “Something the Lord Made,” which starred Alan Rickman, Kyra Sedgwick and Mos Def.  










Gabrielle’s passion for acting is rivaled by her involvement as an Ambassador for the Susan G. Komen Foundation as well as her support for the Young Survivor Coalition (YSC) and the Rape Treatment Center (RTC) at UCLA.  In her free time, Gabrielle often travels on behalf of Susan G. Komen and the YSC to share her story of losing a friend to Breast Cancer and inspire others as well as visits the RTC to talk to young women.  She also helped found a program called “A Step for Success” in 2004 which helps to raise funds for the economically challenged Kelso Elementary School in Los Angeles.  The program holds fundraisers to help pay for books, classroom supplies and many other daily needs that teachers have fallen burden to paying for themselves. 






Gabrielle currently serves as a brand ambassador for Neutrogena, featured in its national television and print campaigns.  She has been acting as spokesperson since 2004. 



Native of Nebraska, Gabrielle currently lives in Los Angeles. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

TYLER PERRY’S (Writer, Producer, Director) inspirational journey from the hard streets of New Orleans to the heights of Hollywood's A-list is the stuff of American legend.  Born into poverty and raised in a household scarred by abuse, Tyler fought from a young age to find the strength, faith and perseverance that would later form the foundations of his much-acclaimed plays, films, books and shows.

             It was a simple piece of advice from Oprah Winfrey that set Tyler's career in motion. Encouraged to keep a diary of his daily thoughts and experiences, he began writing a series of soul-searching letters to himself. The letters, full of pain and in time, forgiveness, became a healing catharsis. His writing inspired a musical, “I Know I've Been Changed,” and in 1992 Tyler gathered his life's savings and set off for Atlanta in hopes of staging it for sold out crowds. He spent all the money but the people never came, and Tyler once again came face to face with the poverty that had plagued his youth. He spent months sleeping in seedy motels and his car but his faith - in God and, in turn, himself - only got stronger. He forged a powerful relationship with the church, and kept writing. In 1998 his perseverance paid off and a promoter booked “I Know I've Been Changed” for a limited run at a local church-turned-theatre. This time, the community came out in droves, and soon the musical moved to Atlanta's prestigious Fox Theatre. Tyler Perry never looked back.









And so began an incredible run of thirteen plays in as many years, including “Woman Thou Art Loosed!,” a celebrated collaboration with the prominent Dallas pastor T.D. Jakes.




In the year 2000, “I Can Do Bad All by Myself” marked the first appearance of the now-legendary Madea. The God-fearing, gun-toting, pot-smoking, loud-mouthed grandmother, Madea, was played by Perry himself. Madea was such a resounding success, she soon spawned a series of plays – “Madea's Family Reunion” (2002), “Madea's Class Reunion” (2003), “Madea Goes To Jail” (2005) - and set the stage for Tyler's jump to the big screen.







In early 2005, Tyler's first feature film, “Diary of a Mad Black Woman,” debuted at #1 nationwide. His ensuing films, “Madea's Family Reunion,” “Daddy’s Little Girls,” “Why Did I Get Married,”  “Meet The Browns,” “The Family That Preys,”  “I Can Do Bad All by Myself,” and “Why Did I Get Married Too?” have all met with massive critical and commercial success, delighting audiences across America and around the world.









 2006 saw the publication of Tyler's first book, “Don't Make A Black Woman Take Off Her Earrings: Madea's Uninhibited Commentaries On Life And Love,” which shot to the top of the New York Times nonfiction bestseller list and remained there for eight weeks.  It went on to claim Quill Book Awards® for both "Humor" and "Book of the Year" (an unheard-of feat for a first-time author), and spread Tyler Perry's unique brand of inspirational entertainment to a devoted new audience. 


It is a brand that is quickly becoming an empire. In 2007, Tyler expanded his reach to television with the TBS series “House of Payne,” the highest-rated first-run syndicated cable show of all time, which went into syndication after only a year. His follow up effort, “Meet the Browns,” was the second highest debut ever on cable - after “House of Payne.” 







Not one to rest on success, Tyler Perry and his 300 Atlanta-based employees have been hard at work. His latest film, “Madea’s Big Happy Family,” hit the big screen in April 2011 to wide success. “For Colored Girls,” based on Ntozake Shange’s 1975 play “For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow Is Enuf,” was released in November 2010 and featured an all-star cast including Janet Jackson, Whoopi Goldberg, Thandie Newton, and Kerry Washington. Perry also helped release Academy Award®-nominated “Precious,” a movie based on the novel “Push” by Sapphire, in conjunction with his 34th Street Films banner, Oprah Winfrey's Harpo Films and Lionsgate. He can next be seen playing the title character in the recently wrapped Rob Cohen film “I, Alex Cross.” Perry is set to direct the upcoming Lionsgate drama based on his stage play of the same name, “The Marriage Counselor.”











In the fall of 2008, Perry opened his 200,000 square foot Studio in Atlanta, situated on the former Delta Airlines campus of more than 30 acres. The Studio consists of 5 sound stages, a post production facility, a pond, a back lot, a 400-seat theater, a private screening room, and designated areas for entertaining and hosting events.










But listen to Tyler Perry and you'll hear a man who hasn't forgotten about the people that have helped him reach the top of a mountain he could once only dream of climbing. He has been intimately involved in civil rights cases, including the trial of the Jena 6 in his home state of Louisiana. He has donated generously to charities that focus on helping the homeless, such as Feeding America, Covenant House, Hosea Feed the Hungry, Project Adventure, and Perry Place - a 20-home community that Tyler built for survivors of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. In July 2009, Tyler sponsored a trip to Walt Disney World for 65 children after learning that a suburban swim club had turned them away because of the color of their skin. Tyler Perry has also built 2 churches and has donated generously to the NAACP. 

In January 2010, Perry pledged $1,000,000 via The Tyler Perry Foundation to help rebuild the lives of those affected by the recent earthquakes in Haiti. 






Tyler Perry practices what he preaches, and what he preaches has endeared him to millions of fans drawn by that unique blend of spiritual hope and down-home humor that continues to shape his inspiring life story and extraordinary body of work.

In March 2008, OZZIE AREU (Producer) became the president of Tyler Perry Studios, located in Atlanta, the first African-American owned major motion picture and television studio.  The mission of Tyler Perry Studios, a place where even dreams believe, is to build worlds, inspiring audiences with real-life, and thought provoking issues with aspirations to transform lives.

Areu’s functions as president include overseeing all facets of film, television, and play productions at Tyler Perry Studios.  The studio is nestled on 60-acres and houses over 200,000 square feet of studio space.  The studio occupies 5 sound stages, a full post-production facility, a 5-acre pond, back lot locations, a 400-seat theater, private screening rooms, and designated areas for entertainment and hosting events.  Studio production facilities emphasize the innovative use of technology with the highest standards in filmmaking software and equipment.

Prior to assuming his duties as president of Tyler Perry Studios, Areu began his career with Warner Bros. in Burbank, California.  He worked on set and closely with cast members on NBC’s “Veronica’s Closet” and “Jessie” along with one of the most popular sitcoms of all time, Emmy® award-winning “Friends” for nine years.  TV guide ranked “Friends” #21 on their list of the 50 greatest TV shows of all time.  

Following his years of service in television, Areu became the executive assistant, from 1999 to 2005, to the biggest powerhouse couple at that time in Hollywood, Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston.  Next, Areu worked with Daytime Emmy® winner for “Outstanding Talk Show,” “Ellen DeGeneres” for two years.  


In addition to his duties as president of Tyler Perry Studios, Areu produced numerous Tyler Perry films and television shows.  Films produced include, “The Marriage Counselor” starring Jurnee Smollett, Vanessa Williams, Brandy Norwood and Kim Kardashian; “We the Peeples,” starring Kerry Washington, Craig Robinson and Ana Gasteyer; and “For Colored Girls.”  “For Colored Girls” received honors at the NAACP Image Awards including Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture - Kimberly Elise, Outstanding Directing for a Motion Picture/Television Movie - Tyler Perry, and Outstanding Motion Picture.  At the 2011 BET Awards show “For Colored Girls” received top honors for Best Picture. Areu also produced “Madea’s Big Happy Family” starring Loretta Devine, Cassi Davis, Shad “Bow Wow” Moss, Tamela and David Mann, and Tyler Perry.   

Ozzie oversees Tyler Perry’s “House of Payne,” a comedy series about a multi-generational, working class family who experiences all of life’s struggles with faith, love and most importantly humor.  The show premiered on TBS as the highest rated first-run sitcom in basic cable’s history with the biggest audience ever.  “House of Payne’s” national premiere drew in over 5.9 million viewers.   The show remained basic cable’s #1 sitcom until TBS’s August 2008 premiere of Tyler Perry’s “Meet the Browns.” For the first quarter of 2011, “House of Payne” and “Meet the Browns” ranked among television’s Top 5 primetime sitcoms with African-American adults 18-34 and 18-49.  “Meet the Browns” has the second highest debut ever on cable, after “House of Payne.” 


Areu also heads up 34th Street films, a Tyler Perry Production arm that discovered the film, “Precious” while at the Sundance Film Festival.

PAUL HALL (Producer) – Bio forthcoming

MICHAEL PASEORNEK (Executive Producer) has been President of Motion Picture Production at Lionsgate since the company's inception in 1997. 

In addition to being a key member of the senior management team that has guided Lionsgate from a startup into the leading independent film company and winner of the Best Picture Oscar® for Crash, Paseornek has served as an executive producer or producer on over 60 films.

According to Variety, "If there is a Lionsgate model, then Paseornek has to be considered one of the chief architects."

In 2004,  Paseornek met Tyler Perry  and  forged a relationship that brought audiences blockbusters such as  “Madea’s Big Happy Family,” Madea Goes to Jail,” “Why Did I get Married?,” “Diary of a Mad Black Woman,” and “Madea’s Family Reunion,” all of which opened number one at the box office. Lionsgate has been the home to all 12 of Tyler Perry's movies and has distributed his entire collection of plays on DVD.

Paseornek also executive produced Urban themed films ranging from dramas such as “For Colored Girls,” “Pride,” and the critically acclaimed “Akeelah and the Bee,” to the upcoming family comedy “We the Peeples.” He played an important role in bringing “Precious” to the studio and is developing a slate of micro budgeted films directed at African American women.

In the genre arena, building on the success of the SAW series, Paseornek broke new ground with “My Bloody Valentine 3D” the first horror film utilizing the new 3D digital technology. Lionsgate has been a leader in the horror arena. Paseornek  is currently overseeing Sam Raimi's Ghost House Production, “The Possession,” is in post on a remake of “Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” and the thriller, “Nurse” and is executive producing the U.S. debut of famed Korean director Kim Ji-woon’s, “The Last Stand,” starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

Over the past 25 years, Paseornek has played an important role in the emergence of the independent film scene developing slates of modestly budgeted, highly targeted genre, action and comedy films. He founded Cinepix/Famous Players (CFP's) U.S. operations in 1992 which brought American audiences acclaimed films such as Academy Award® winner Ang Lee's first feature “Pushing Hands,” James Mangold's directorial debut “Heavy,” James Coburn's Oscar® winning performance in “Affliction,” and Bill Condon's Oscar® winner “Gods and Monsters.”  When CFP went public it was renamed Lionsgate in 1997.  The first films under the new Lionsgate banner were critical successes, including films Paseornek executive produced such as “Monster’s Ball,” “American Psycho,” “Buffalo 66,” and “Shattered Glass,” The film division has won over 25 Oscar® nominations and its films have been invited to every major festival. 

Outside of Lionsgate, Paseornek serves on the board of directors of UCLA Mattel's Children's Hospital, is on the advisory board of Hearts of Hope, a foundation sending doctors to Latin America, and the board of Del Corazon, a year round charitable camp for children with heart disease. 

Paseornek began his career after graduating from New York University in 1974 when he became the writing partner of former “National Lampoon” editor Michel Choquette. He then became a humorist-speechwriter for some of the nation's leading business executives and worked as a script-doctor on a number of feature films.

Paseornek is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and The Writer's Guild of America. He has been a guest speaker at a number of institutions, including Harvard, New York University, and the American Film Institute and has served on numerous industry panels for organizations such as the NAACP and the Director Guild of America.
As producer and manager of more than 50 feature films and television productions in a dozen countries, JOSEPH P. GENIER (Executive Producer) is a man of experience.  His credits include “Perfect Christmas,” “War,” “Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married?” “Peaceful Warrior,” “The Cookout,” “Down In the Valley,” “American Pie:  Band Camp,” “Rockets’ Red Glare” and “Au Pair.”   

In 2008, Genier co-founded Push Worldwide, the new distribution division of Capital Arts Entertainment, with his partners Mike Elliott and Rob Kerchner.

Genier began his production career with Eastman Kodak in New York, before moving to multi-national projects with Hartmann International, and then line producing locally and internationally for Fox Family and Showtime.  He moved on to cover international sales for independent companies at the AFM and Cannes film markets.

Returning to filmmaking, Genier joined Maple Palm Productions as its head of production, before joining Capital Arts in 1998 in the same capacity.   At Capital Arts, he continues to successfully oversee both in-house productions as well as outside productions for such companies as Warner Bros, Universal, Lionsgate and Fox. 

 
ALEXANDER GRUSZYNSKI, A.S.C. (Director of Photography) was born and raised in Warsaw, Poland, moved to Copenhagen, Denmark where he was accepted to film school and spent the next ten years shooting numerous documentaries and feature films.  After relocating to New York, he made his American film debut photographing the comedy “Almost You,” directed by Adam Brooks.

Among his credits are films he shot in collaboration with director Andrew Fleming such as “Threesome,” “Dick,” “The In-Laws,” “Hamlet 2” and “Nancy Drew.” Other credits include “54,” “Maximum Risk,” “Promised Land,” “Brothers,” “Deliver us from Eva,” “Tremors” and “I Like it Like that,”  for which he received nomination for Independent Spirit Award.  His most recent credits are movies directed by Tyler Perry including “Medea Goes to Jail” and “I Can Do Bad All by Myself.” 

Gruszynski’s television work includes telefilms “Surviving,” “Cast a Deadly Spell,” “By the Dawn’s Early Light,” “The Last Innocent Man,” “The Women Of Brewster Street,” among others.  For his work on the television movie “Kingfish,” Gruszynski won the Cable Ace Award for Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography and was nominated for same by the American Society of Cinematographers.

INA MAYHEW (Production Designer) – Bio forthcoming

MAYSIE HOY, ACE (Editor) began her theater training in her hometown of Vancouver, Canada. She studied improvisational theatre in San Francisco with “The Wing” and “The Committee.”  Upon returning to Vancouver, “The Good Will Store” an improvisational company was formed and she was the artistic director.  For the next two years, her troupe performed and taught Viola Spolin’s theater games in schools and correctional institutions.  During this time she was cast in Robert Altman’s “McCabe and Mrs. Miller.”
When the movie was over she left for Los Angeles with only a backpack and sleeping bag.  She knew only two people in L.A., a friend who offered her a place to stay and Robert Altman.   For the next eight years she learned the art of filmmaking by working for him in research, costume and production design.  She also acted in several of his films, including “California Split,” “Nashville,” “Three Women” and “A Wedding.” 
It was on Altman’s “Buffalo Bill and the Indians” that she landed a job as an apprentice.  There she discovered her passion for film editing.  She moved up quickly to a film assistant.  After which she worked as a film and sound assistant on many Altman films and on projects that he produced with directors Alan Rudolph and Robert Benton.

Her editing credits include, for Tyler Perry, “For Colored Girls,” “Why Did I Get Married Too?,” “I Can Do Bad All By Myself,” “Madea Goes to Jail,” “”The Family That Preys,” “Meet the Browns,” “Why Did I Get Married?” and “Daddy’s Little Girls;” along with “The Joy Luck Club,” “The Player” (co-edited), “Smoke,” “What Dreams May Come” (shared credit), “Freedom Song,” “Crazy in Alabama,” “Lovejones” and “Freeway.” 

Ms. Hoy is an alumna of the American Film Institute’s Directing Women’s Workshop.  She is on the Board of Directors in both the Motion Picture Editors Guild and American Cinema Editors.  She has been featured with thirty accomplished craftswomen in a book called “Great Women in Films.”

Starting as an aspiring art student at the Duke Ellington School of the Performing Arts, JOHNETTA BOONE (Costume Designer) has served as stylist and designer for the still photography, television, commercial and feature film arenas for more than three decades. Her fashion imprint is brought to bear on designs running the gamut--everything from turn of-the century, classic, contemporary, and retro to various uniforms, including sport attire.

Boone began her career working with such notable photographers as Ruven Afanador and George Holtz, while creating spreads for German Vogue, Entertainment Weekly and Us Magazine. She spent many years developing her craft while studying in New York at the Fashion Institute of Technology. With Edith Head as her inspiration, her dream of someday designing images for the motion picture industry soon became her reality.

The nation’s capital served as backdrop for her expert skills when she costume designed for HBO’s original television series “K Street,” directed by Steven Soderbergh and executive produced by George Clooney. There, she infused flair into the bland Washington, D.C. political arena.

Boone’s design mastery is also displayed in period attire for “The Notebook,” as well as 1940-60’s pieces in “Cadillac Records” featuring Beyoncé, and Hallmark Hall of Fame’s “The Lost Valentine” with Betty White. Boone is securing rave reviews from the ‘tween’ audience as well with the launch of the Z2 Wear Elite Tween Collection clothing line which she designs.

She’s a person wrapped in the New York/Hollywood culture who is now poised to enjoy game-changing success in a variety of fields.
H.H. COOPER (Co-Producer) – Bio forthcoming
JOEL C. HIGH (Music Supervisor) is a music supervisor and producer who has worked on over 100 films and television projects and also is chief executive for a company he founded in 2006.  Over the last decade, he created and supervised the music departments for two of the leading independent studios in the industry: Trimark Pictures and Lionsgate.  He built the publishing catalog for both companies and started the boutique soundtrack label Lions Gate Records. In addition to his acclaimed work in motion pictures working with directors such as Tyler Perry, Marc Forster, Peter Bogdanovich, Don Roos, Roger Avary, James Foley, Bill Paxton, Billy Ray, Mario Van Peebles, and Rob Zombie, he oversaw the music for the growing Television group at Lionsgate, including "The Dead Zone" and the Golden Globe®-winning series “Weeds.”








Joel is the music executive behind such films as “Saw,” “Girl with a Pearl Earring” and the Leonard Cohen documentary, “I'm Your Man.” He oversaw Lionsgate’s first Academy Award® nomination in the Original Song category, for Best Picture winner “Crash” and the Golden Globe® nominated score from "Girl with a Pearl Earring" by Alexandre Desplat.




Joel has been the music supervisor for all of Tyler Perry's films including "Diary of a Mad Black Woman,”  “Madea Goes To Jail,” "I Can Do Bad All By Myself" (for which he was nominated as the Outstanding Music Supervisor of the Year), the ground breaking “For Colored Girls” based on the prizewinning seminal play and most recently “Madea’s Big Happy Family.” Joel has co-produced and supervised two films in a row for Mario Van Peebles including the upcoming coming of age dance film “We the Party.” He is the music supervisor for films ranging from "In the Mix,” starring Usher, Rob Zombie's "The Devil's Rejects," "The Wash" with Snoop and Dre, “Strangers with Candy,” Oscar® winner "Monsters Ball,” “The Other Woman” starring Natalie Portman and the HBO series “Little Britain – USA.”  











Joel is currently the principal executive at Creative Control Entertainment, a multi-faceted music supervision, consultation, live event and production company, with offices in Los Angeles and New Orleans and diverse clients ranging from independent studios to international governments.

AARON ZIGMAN (Music by) is quickly proving to be one of the most prolific and versatile composers in film music today.

A classically trained pianist since childhood, Zigman began his musical career as a session keyboardist, arranger, and as a producer to popular music stars.  Soon his resume boasted names like Aretha Franklin, Natalie Cole, Phil Collins, Oleta Adams, Tina Turner, Patti LaBelle, Chicago, Nona Gaye, Carly Simon, Huey Lewis, Christina Aguilera and Seal.

Zigman got his start in feature film composing in 2002 when director Nick Cassavetes, a friend who knew of his pop background and his orchestral works, offered him a shot at “John Q,” starring Denzel Washington.  He wrote an extravagant six-minute opening montage, recorded it with a 55-piece orchestra, and submitted it as a demo. The director, editor and studio were impressed, and he got the job.  Not too long after, the two collaborated again on “The Notebook,” starring Ryan Gosling, Rachel McAdams, Gena Rowlands and James Garner, based on the Nicholas Sparks novel.  Their most recent collaboration was “My Sister’s Keeper,” starring Cameron Diaz.

Zigman’s credits include the family adventure fantasy film “Bridge to Terabithia;” “Akeelah & The Bee,” starring Laurence Fishburne and Angela Bassett; “Mr. Magourium’s Wonder Emporium,” which he co-scored with Alexandre Desplat; the period drama “Flash of Genius,” starring Greg Kinnear; and the dark drama “Alpha Dog” with frequent collaborator Nick Cassavettes.  In the past few years, Zigman composed the scores to three romantic hits – “Sex And The City,” “The Proposal” starring Sandra Bullock and Ryan Reynolds, and “The Ugly Truth,” starring Katherine Heigl and Gerard Butler.  In addition, Zigman scored the last eight Tyler Perry films, including Perry’s comedy “Madea’s Big Happy Family.”  Other scores by this very talented musician include “Sex And The City 2,” “The Last Song,” “The Company Men,” starring Ben Affleck, Tommy Lee Jones, and Chris Cooper, and “What’s Your Number?,” starring Anna Faris.
After a stint at Creative Artists Agency, KIM TAYLOR-COLEMAN, C.S.A. (Casting by) began her casting career as an intern on the feature film “SE7EN.” She worked as an assistant and associate on a variety of diverse projects including “Enemy of the State,” “High Fidelity,” “Ali,” “Bringing Down the House,” “The Last Samurai” and “Amistad.” She has gone on to cast movies such as "Inside Man,” "Public Enemies,” "Miracle at St Anna,” “Akeelah & the Bee,” “The Secret Life of Bees,” "We The Peeples" and "The Marriage Counselor.” Kim also casts TV pilots, among them “Da Brick” for HBO, “Everybody Hates Chris” for CW, “Shark” for CBS and “Sleeper Cell” for Showtime.

Kim is based in Los Angeles, but she casts at least one project per year out of New York.
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“To the Zoo”

Written by Shelly Fraley and Jessica Garey

Performed by Shelly Fraley, Jessica Garey and Ian Bailey

Published by Sweet Baby Lulu Songs and Shelly Fraley

Courtesy of Firefly Music LLC and One Louder Creative

“Baroque Adagio”

Written by Jay Weigel

Performed by Yuki Tanaki and Jay Weigel

Published by Music of Melpomene

Courtesy of Carondelet Music Group

“Buddha’s Bossa”

Written by Johnny Caruso

Performed by Barry Levitt

Published by Micki Sky Music

Courtesy of Caruso’s Cutting Room

“X-Static Electricity”

Written and Performed by Carvin Knowles

Published by Carvin Knowles, administered by PEN Music Group Inc.

Courtesy of Ozone Layer Music, administered by PEN Music Group Inc.

"Wormwood"

Written by Michael Thomas Marlett

Performed by dj eMpTy

Published by Michael Thomas Marlett

“Crazy”

Written by Eric Goldman, Brandon Crenshaw and Rami Perlman

Performed by Electrolightz

Published by We Party Electrolightz

Courtesy of Swift Street

“Toader”

Written and Performed by Michael J. Stern

Published by Ready Jungle Cat Music

“Lizardly”

Written and Performed by Michael J. Stern

Published by Ready Jungle Cat Music

"Shut Out the Shine"

Written and Performed by Anny Celsi

Published by Ragazza Music

Courtesy of 4Music

“How Do U Want It”

Written by Bruce Fisher, Johnny Lee Jackson, Quincy Jones,

Stanley Richardson, Tupac Shakur and Leon Ware

Performed by Tupac & KC and JOJO

Published by Universal Music Publishing Group and BMG Chrysalis

Courtesy of Universal Music Group and BMG Chrysalis

“Time After Time”

Written by Rob Hyman and Cyndi Lauper

Performed by Cassandra Wilson

Published by Sony/ATV and Warner/Chappell

Courtesy of EMI/Capitol

“Can You Feel It”

Written by Kim Owens

Performed by Kem

Published by Universal Music Publishing Group

Courtesy of Universal Motown

“Prelude #1 Cello Suite”

Written by Johann Sebastian Bach

Performed by Alan Nisbet

Published by Music of Melpomene

Courtesy of Carondelet Music Group

“Right Here Waiting for You”

Written and Performed by Richard Marx

Published by BMG Chrysalis

Courtesy of EMI/Capitol
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Diana LaPointe

Ivette Mares

J. Michael Marlett

Michael Thomas Marlett

William H. D. Marlett

Brian Meiler

One Rincon Hill

Lori Rosolino

Stockbridge 138 New Montgomery, LLC

Wilson Meany Sullivan, LLC

Winnie Couture

Kelvin Wooton

Alissa tub courtesy of MTI Whirlpools

Frogger Arcade game © 1981 Konami Digital Entertainment
Color by
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MOTION PICTURE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

© 2012 Very Perry Films. All Rights Reserved.

THE PERSONS AND EVENTS IN THIS MOTION PICTURE ARE FICTITIOUS.  

ANY SIMILARITY TO ACTUAL PERSONS OR EVENTS IS UNINTENTIONAL.

THIS MOTION PICTURE IS PROTECTED UNDER LAWS OF THE

 UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES.

UNAUTHORIZED DUPLICATION, DISTRIBUTION OR EXHIBITION MAY

 RESULT IN CIVIL LIABILITY AND CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.

TYLER PERRY'S GOOD DEEDS

TYLER PERRY STUDIOS [logo]

LIONSGATE [logo]
1

