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“A movie you’ll never forget” – Jeffrey Lyons
The Stoning of Soraya M.
Street Date: 3/9/10
Order Date: 2/10/10
DVD SRP: $27.98
Blu-ray SRP: $39.99

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

From a producer of The Passion of the Christ comes The Stoning of Soraya M., the chilling true story of a deadly conspiracy that became a shameful cover-up…until one witness refused to be silent.  Starring Academy Award® nominee Shohreh Aghdashloo (House of Sand and Fog, Best Actress in a Supporting Role, 2003) and Jim Caviezel (The Passion of the Christ), the film is based on the best-selling novel of the same name by French journalist Freidoune Sahebjam.  Described as “riveting” (Leonard Maltin), “unforgettable” (Hollywood.com) and “a magnificent movie” (The Huffington Post), The Stoning of Soraya M. also gained notoriety in Iran, where the film was banned.  Both a classic fable of good and evil and an inspiring tribute to the many fighting against injustice all around the world, The Stoning of Soraya M. earned the runner-up to the Audience Favorite Award (behind Slumdog Millionaire) at the Toronto Film Festival and has been nominated for three Golden Satellite Awards (Best Picture, Best Actress, Best Supporting Actress). It will be available on DVD and Blu-ray on March 9, 2010.  
When a journalist (Caviezel) is stranded in a remote Iranian village, he meets a bold woman named Zahra (Aghdashloo) who takes a big chance to reveal what the villagers will stop at nothing to hide. Thus begins the story of Soraya (Mozhan Marnò), a kind woman whose cruel, divorce-seeking husband trumps up false charges of infidelity against her, which carry an unimaginable penalty. Soraya and Zahra attempt to navigate the villagers’ scheming, lies and deceit to prove her innocence. But when all else fails, Zahra must risk everything to use the only weapon she has left - her voice - to share Soraya's shocking story with the world.

ABOUT STONING*
Stoning refers to a method of execution in which an organized group throws stones or rocks at the person they wish to execute.  It has been introduced as a legal form of punishment for the ‘adultery of married persons’ in Afghanistan, Iran, Nigeria (about one-third among 36 states), Pakistan, Sudan, and the United Arab Emirates.  Although the Head of the Judiciary of Iran mandated in 2002 that stoning would no longer be practiced in Iran; the laws were never officially removed from the penal code. As such, stoning sentences still continue to be handed down by lower judges. Only a change in law will stop stoning. Due in large part to the immense amount of public attention brought about by the film's release, in November of 2009 the UN General Assembly voted to condemn human rights violations in Iran. Though the journey to ending this archaic form of punishment is long from over, The Stoning of Soraya M. is a visible sign of the often invisible conflict that continues all over the world.

*The Global Campaign to Stop Killing and Stoning Women
**DVD & BLU-RAY SPECIAL FEATURES 
· “Behind the Scenes: The Making of The Stoning of Soraya M.” documentary
· Audio commentary with director/co-writer Cyrus Nowrasteh and co-writer Betsy Giffen Nowrasteh
· Audio commentary with line producer Stephen A. Marinaccio II, production designer Judy Rhee, costume designer Jane Anderson and costume supervisor Sierra Robinson

· Theatrical trailer 
**Subject to change

CAST





Shohreh Aghdashloo 

House of Sand and Fog, The Lake House, X-Men: The Last Stand, TV’s “24”
Mozhan Marnò


Charlie Wilson’s War, TV’s “Medium,” TV’s “K-Ville”

and Jim Caviezel 

The Passion of the Christ, Déjà Vu, Pay It Forward, Frequency 
Navid Negahban

Brothers, The Ambassador’s Wife, Powder Blue, Fiasco, Diplomacy
PROGRAM INFORMATION

Year of Production: 2008  
Title Copyright: © 2008 Fallen Films LLC. All Rights Reserved.   

Type: Theatrical Release
Rating: R for a disturbing sequence of cruel and brutal violence, and brief strong language
Genre: Drama / Thriller
Closed Captioned: DVD: English Closed Captioned



      Blu-ray: English SDH 
Language: Farsi and English
Subtitles: English and Spanish 
Format: DVD: Widescreen

  Blu-ray: 1080P High Definition Widescreen 
Feature Running Time: 116 minutes  
DVD Audio Status: 5.1 Dolby Digital 
Blu-ray Audio Status:  5.1 Dolby Digital
For artwork and additional information on this release, e-mail Elizabeth Atler at Elizabeth_atler@bhimpact.com
