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LANCE GROSS…………………………………………………………………...Michael

SOFIA VERGARA………………………………………………………………….Cheryl

LAMMAN RUCKER………...………………………………………………………..Will

TAMELA MANN……………………………………………………………..Cora Brown

DAVID MANN…………………………………………………………………Mr. Brown
IRMA P. HALL……………………………………………………………………Mildred
LaVAN DAVIS…………………………………………………………………Bus Driver

PHILLIP VAN LEAR…………………………………………………..……..Michael, Sr.

AND TYLER PERRY………...……………………………………………….Joe / Madea
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Produced by………………………………………………………….REUBEN CANNON
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Music by……………………………………………………………….AARON ZIGMAN

Casting by……………………………………………………………….KIM WILLIAMS
Additional Atlanta Casting by……………………………………………ALPHA TYLER
SYNOPSIS
A funny, moving romantic drama about the power of love and family, Lionsgate’s TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS marks another winning portrayal of life by producer/writer/director/actor Tyler Perry (DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION). The film features a return to the big screen by Perry’s beloved comic creation, the indomitable and outrageous Southern matriarch Madea. 
A single mother living in inner city Chicago, Brenda (Academy Award® nominee and Golden Globe winner Angela Bassett – WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT) has been struggling for years to make ends meet and keep her three kids off the street.  But when she’s laid off with no warning, she starts losing hope for the first time – until a letter arrives announcing the death of the father she’s never met. Desperate for any kind of help, Brenda takes her family to Georgia for the funeral. But nothing could have prepared her for the Browns, her father’s fun-loving, crass Southern clan. In a small-town world full of long afternoons and country fairs, Brenda struggles to get to know the family she never knew existed…and finds a brand new romance that just might change her life.
Based on the popular stage production of the same name, TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS is a charming story about the joys of family, and the possibility of second chances.   The film also stars Rick Fox (HE GOT GAME, HYSTERIA), David Mann (the television series “Tyler Perry’s House of Payne”), Tamela Mann (Tyler Perry’s play MEET THE BROWNS), Irma P. Hall (THE LADY KILLERS), Margaret Avery (THE COLOR PURPLE), Jenifer Lewis (MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION, THE ANTOINE FISHER STORY) and Sofia Vergara (FOUR BROTHERS).  TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS was produced, written and directed by Tyler Perry, and produced by Reuben Cannon.
ABOUT TYLER PERRY AND THE TYLER PERRY FRANCHISE
The fifth and latest film in Lionsgate’s Tyler Perry franchise, TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS, translates one of Perry’s most popular stage plays for the big screen.  Set in Chicago and Georgia, it stars the gifted Angela Bassett as Brenda, a single mother raising three teenage boys on a meager salary.  TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS follows Brenda as she arrives at crossroads in her life, her strength tested by a series of setbacks and one very big surprise – the discovery of her Southern relatives, the Browns.  

In portraying Brenda and her three teenage sons, Perry continues the exploration of single-parent families he began with his third film, TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS.  As Brenda’s children have been forsaken, in one way or another, by their fathers, so too was Brenda herself deserted by her father.  Within that daunting cycle, however, TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS finds room for hope.  “With this film, I wanted to show how something very positive can come of a negative situation,” says Perry.  “Brenda is attending the funeral of the father she never knew, a man who abandoned her and whom she has every right to be angry with.  But in going to pay her respects, Brenda is introduced to an incredible family she never knew she had.  Granted, the Browns are kind of crazy, but they’re all about love.”

Outsize and outlandish, the Browns are among the best-loved characters from Perry’s stage universe.  Leroy Brown -- a chatterbox whose clothes speak even louder than he does – is second only to the divine Madea in terms of popularity.  Thanks in part to Madea, Brown and their colorful cohorts, TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS strikes the balance between antic humor and intense drama that distinguishes all of Perry’s work.  “I want my films to be relevant to people’s lives, and give them hope,” Perry explains.  “So it’s important to deal with subjects like single parenthood and poverty, but at the same point the way forward through laughter, love and faith.”

Producer Reuben Cannon, who has partnered with Perry on all his films,  believes that consistency of vision is one reason for his extraordinary success.  

“Tyler has established a kind of covenant with the audience,” says Cannon.  “People know they’re going to walk out of a Tyler Perry film feeling good, feeling hopeful.  They know they’re going to laugh a lot and probably cry, too.  But within those parameters, there are many surprises in terms of plot twists, in terms of characters.  It’s been amazing to watch Tyler grow with every new movie.”
It has been slightly more than three years since Lionsgate released Perry’s  feature debut, DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, on February 24, 2005.  At the time, Perry was a superstar on America’s urban theatre circuit, a playwright/director/actor/producer who had been performing 200-300 shows per year since 1998.  His seven plays had grossed over $75 million and set box office records at major theaters in over a dozen cities, including New York’s Beacon and Los Angeles’ Kodak Theater.  But Perry was largely unknown outside the African-American community, and it remained to be seen how his brand of storytelling -- a genre-defying blend of intense drama, raucous comedy, earnest spirituality and soaring gospel music -- would fare in movie theatres.

The answer came quickly enough as DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN grabbed the #1 box office spot with $21.9 million in tickets.  The powerful opening took industry observers by surprise but confirmed what Perry and Lionsgate suspected: African-American families and churchgoers who weren’t frequent moviegoers would turn out for DIARY.  And they weren’t the only ones; the film soon crossed over to other ethnic groups on its way to earning box office receipts of more than $50 million.

The Tyler Perry juggernaut was underway.  In three years, Perry has become a multimedia titan, his creative reach extending beyond film and stage to encompass television and print.  
DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN launched one of the few contemporary movie and DVD franchises driven by the work of a single individual.  In 2006-2007, he directed, wrote, produced and starred in two more #1 films for Lionsgate: MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION and TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED?.  The franchise’s cumulative domestic theatrical box office currently stands at $200 million.  The Tyler Perry/Lionsgate home entertainment library includes Perry’s first four features as well as eight of his stage plays; DVD sales to date stand at over 25 million units.**    
TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS is the first of two new Perry films on tap for 2008.  September 2008 will see the release of Perry’s sixth film, THE FAMILY THAT PREYS.  Written directly for the screen and boasting Perry’s most racially diverse ensemble to date, THE FAMILY THAT PREYS stars Academy Award® winner Kathy Bates and Academy Award® nominee Alfre Woodard.   

Perry has become a major force on the small screen, as well, with his award-winning television series, the multi-generational family sitcom “Tyler Perry’s House of Payne.”  Perry wrote, directed, produced and financed the series’ ten-episode test run, which aired to tremendous response in ten major markets in the summer of 2006.  Distribution rights for an unprecedented 100 fully-produced episodes were subsequently sold to TBS and FOX, in a deal valued at over $200 million.  The series is distributed by Debmar-Mercury, a subsidiary of Lionsgate.

“Tyler Perry’s House of Payne” premiered on June 6, 2007, drawing an average of 5.5 million viewers, a record for an advertiser cable-supported original sitcom premiere.  In the wake of the series’ stellar performance, Entertainment Weekly published a story about Perry in its Summer Double Issue.  Referring to the series’ ratings, Tim Stack wrote, “The big numbers also proved that the star (Perry) … can resuscitate even a flagging genre like the family sitcom.”  
Perry recently signed a deal to create an animated series starring his signature character Madea.  He will create, write and executive produce the series, and will also provide the voice of the inimitable matriarch.   
Perry scored another coup with his first book, Don’t Make a Black Woman Take Off Her Earrings: Madea’s Uninhibited Commentaries on Life and Love.  Published on April, 2006, it book debuted at #1 on the New York Times nonfiction bestseller list and sold over 150,000 copies; it was named both “Book of the Year” and “Humor Book of the Year” at the October 2006 Quill Book Awards.  
Perry has also made history as an entrepreneur.  In September 2006, he became one of the first African-American studio owners ever when he opened Tyler Perry Studios (TPS), a 75,000 square foot production facility in Atlanta, Georgia.  Complete with three soundstages, editing facilities and a 300-seat theatre, TPS is the first full-time studio based in Atlanta, Perry’s home since 1992.  
Perry’s meteoric rise has made for one of the more compelling entertainment and business stories in recent memory.  In an article published in the February 19, 2007 issue of Fortune, writer Nadira A. Hira tracked the trajectory of Perry’s career, starting with his early days as a playwright financing and staging his work on the so-called “chitlin’ circuit” of black America   Perry, Hira wrote, “is building a maverick media company by translating ‘urban theater’ – the often melodramatic, revival-style stage plays that tour the country catering to black audiences – into mainstream movies and television shows. … Rather than treat his blackness as a hindrance, he’s brought a major piece of black culture with him – taking the chitlin’ circuit from well-kept secret to mainstream stardom and using it to build an empire.”


What follows is an overview of the Tyler Perry empire and the Lionsgate/Tyler Perry franchise, beginning with Perry’s feature films:
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DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN

Director: Darren Grant

Screenplay: Tyler Perry; adapted from the stage play of the same name
Perry’s first film is a classic tale of a woman scorned, with a notable twist.   Helen McCarter (Kimberly Elise) is the wronged wife, summarily dumped by her attorney husband Charles (Steve Harris) after 18 years of marriage.  Literally booted out of her Atlanta mansion, Helen goes to live with her grandmother Madea (Tyler Perry), and begins the difficult process of rebuilding her life.  Just as Helen has achieved a new sense of self-confidence through steady employment and new romance, Charles suddenly reappears in her life, in dire need of her help.  For Helen, it is a chance for revenge -- but also a chance for redemption through forgiveness.

DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN opened nationwide on Friday, February 25, 2005. The film stunned industry observers with its powerful #1 debut and a weekend take of $21.9 million.  It remained in the Top 10 for 4 weeks and earned over $50 million in domestic box office – nearly ten times the film’s $5.5 million budget.  DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN was one of the most celebrated African-American films of the year, winning five 2005 BET Comedy Awards, including Outstanding Theatrical Film, Outstanding Directing (Darren Grant), Outstanding Lead Actor (Perry), Outstanding Lead Actress (Elise), and Outstanding Writing for a Theatrical Film (Perry).  At the 2005 Black Movie Awards, Perry was honored for Outstanding Achievement in Writing and Kimberly Elise took home the prize for Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role; Elise was similarly honored at the 2006 Image Awards, where Cicely Tyson received the award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture.  DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN was released on DVD/home video on June 28, 2005; it debuted at #1 on the home entertainment charts and sold nearly 2.5 million copies in its first week alone.  DVD sales to date are 5.8 million.**
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MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION

Director: Tyler Perry

Screenplay: Tyler Perry; adapted from the stage play of the same name

Following the runaway success of DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, Perry thrilled fans old and new when he donned his wig, glasses, and super-size flowered housedresses to star as Madea in the screen adaptation of his play MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION.  Perry reprised two more DIARY characters: Uncle Joe, Madea’s not-entirely-beloved brother, a flatulent curmudgeon with an eye for the ladies; and Brian, Joe’s level-headed attorney son.  MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION focuses on several  related characters, each engaged in a life-changing relationship: Madea struggles to forge a real bond with Nikki (Keke Palmer), a rebellious teenage runaway who has been ordered to her care; Lisa (Rochelle Aytes), Madea’s niece, is questioning her upcoming marriage to Carlos (Blair Underwood), her abusive fiancé; and Vanessa (Lisa Arrindell Anderson), Lisa’s half-sister, is grappling with her mother’s (Lynn Whitfield) life-long animosity towards her, while tentatively exploring a relationship with Frankie (Boris Kodjoe), a handsome bus driver.  The film’s emotional climax arrives at the family reunion, when matriarchs Myrtle and May – played, respectively, by living legends Cicely Tyson and Dr. Maya Angelou -- address the clan’s younger generations, sounding a clarion call for  responsibility, renewal and pride.  
MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION opened nationwide on Friday, February 24, 2006, and was the weekend’s #1 film with box office take of $30 million.  It held the #1 spot the following weekend, taking in an additional $12.6 million, and remained in the Top 10 for two more weeks.  Its total domestic theatrical box office was $60.2 million.  MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION was released on DVD/home video on June 27, 2006, and sold over 2 million units in its first week; DVD sales to date are 3.8 million.**
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TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS

Director: Tyler Perry

Original Screenplay: Tyler Perry

Perry’s third feature and second outing as director, TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS was the first of Perry’s films to be written directly for the screen, and the first in which Perry did not portray any characters.  The film tackles the subject of fatherhood in black America via the story of Monty (Idris Elba), an Atlanta garage mechanic struggling to regain custody of his three young daughters.  A man of limited financial means but unshakeable integrity, Monty prepares to take on his malicious ex-wife (Tasha Smith) and her violent, drug dealer boyfriend (Gary Sturgis) in order to secure the best future for the children he loves.  He turns for help to Julia (Gabrielle Union), a hard-nosed attorney he meets during his brief stint as a chauffeur.  As the working-class dad and the Ivy-league educated attorney put together their case, an unexpected romance develops.  But in order for their relationship to survive, the couple must reconcile their two very different worlds -- and overcome the forces that threaten to tear Monty’s family apart.  

TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS opened nationwide on Friday, February 14, 2007, reaching #5 on the weekend charts with a box office tally of $13 million.  TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS was released on DVD/home video on June 21, 2007; sales to date are 2.3 million.**
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TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED?

Director: Tyler Perry

Screenplay: Tyler Perry; adapted from the stage play of the same name

Adapting his popular stage play, Perry explores the intricacies of long-term romantic relationships in TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED?  The film opens a window onto the lives of four couples, all best friends from college, who vacation together annually.  The circle includes Patricia (Janet Jackson), a respected psychologist and best-selling author who is happily wed to architect Gavin (Malik Yoba); Dianne (Sharon Leal), an ambitious attorney whose workaholic habits have left her with little time for her pediatrician husband, Terry (Tyler Perry); as well as Angela (Tasha Smith) and Marcus (Michael Jai White), who bicker constantly but remain very much in love.  The most vulnerable of the group is Sheila (Jill Scott), a sweet woman who remains devoted to her husband Mike (Richard T. Jones) despite his merciless jokes about her weight.  As the couples gather in a cozy Colorado mountain cabin, tensions bubble to the surface and secrets come spilling out – leaving each couple to reassess the state of their unions.  

TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED? opened nationwide on Friday, October 12, 2007.  In a familiar pattern, it confounded industry observers by opening at #1 with $21.3 million, nearly twice the earnings of the #2 film.  It spent four weeks in the Top 10 and grossed over $55 million in domestic box office.  Janet Jackson was honored with the 2008 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, and the film also received nominations for Outstanding Motion Picture and Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture (Jill Scott).  TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED? was released on DVD/home video on February 12, 2008 and was the week’s #1 title with sales of 2 million.**
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TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS

Director: Tyler Perry

Screenplay: Tyler Perry; adapted from the stage play of the same name
The screen version of Perry’s most popular play boasts one of Perry’s most beloved – and outrageous – characters, Leroy Brown (David Mann, who originated the role in “I Can Do Bad All By Myself”).  Like previous stage adaptations, TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS opens up the source play to incorporate new characters, plot elements and settings.  Academy Award® nominee Angela Bassett stars as Brenda, a single mother who takes her three children to attend the funeral of a man they never knew: Brenda’s father.  Arriving in Georgia, Brenda and her kids find that they belong to a one-of-kind family: the outlandish and unpredictable Browns.  
The stage version of MEET THE BROWNS is one of seven Tyler Perry filmed plays available on Lionsgate DVD.  Combined DVD sales for the following eight plays are 10.4 million.**
I CAN DO BAD ALL BY MYSELF 

Written, Produced and Directed by: Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2000-2001
Lionsgate DVD release date: June 21, 2005

When Mabel “Madea” Simmons (Tyler Perry) gets sick, her family comes to her aid.  What they don’t realize is that they’re the ones who need her help.  Madea’s granddaughters Maylee (Donna Stewart) and Vianne (Kisha Grandy) are at each other’s throats over the same man, and Maylee’s neglected teenage daughter Keisha (Elaine O’Neal) is headed for big trouble.  While Madea’s daughter Cora (Tamela Mann) tries to calm the waters with prayer and words of forgiveness, Madea practices her own brand of counseling to whip her unruly kin into shape.

DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN (play)

Written, Produced and Directed by Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2001-2002

Lionsgate DVD release date: December 19, 2006
Helen McCarter (Marva King) is shaken to the core when her husband Charles (Curtis Blake) abruptly and cruelly announces he is leaving her for her best friend.  Just as Helen begins to get her life back on track, Charles is gravely injured in a car accident.  With her deceitful spouse suddenly at her mercy, can Helen overcome her desire for revenge and find the strength to forgive?  Tyler Perry co-stars as Charles’ father, Daddy Charles, and Madea.

MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION (play)
Written, Produced and Directed by: Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2002-2003

Lionsgate DVD release date: June 21, 2005
The fireworks begin as Madea’s (Tyler Perry) family gathers at her house for the wedding of her granddaughter Lisa (Sonya Evans).   But when Madea’s sister suddenly dies, the feisty matriarch is faced with pulling of a wedding and a funeral.  And her nutty neighbor Mr. Brown (David Mann) only adds to the madness …

MADEA’S CLASS REUNION

Written, Produced and Directed by Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2003-2004
Lionsgate DVD release date: June 21, 2005
Madea (Tyler Perry) heads up to the elegant Pandora Hotel to attend her 50th high school reunion.  As she and the ever-ebullient Mr. Brown (David Mann) take a stroll down memory lane, their thoughts turn to their prom night long ago, back when Brown was known as “Downtown Leroy” Brown…

WHY DID I GET MARRIED? (play)

Written, Produced and Directed by: Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2004-2005
Lionsgate DVD release date: June 27, 2006
Two couples gather at a cozy cabin for their annual marriage retreat, where they will explore their relationships and, hopefully, gather inspiration for the year to come.  Terry (Greg Stewart) and Diana Green (Donna Stewart) have strengthened their bond despite severe trials and tribulations.  But the marriage of Diana’s best friend Sheila (Cheryl “Pepsii” Riley-Grace) is in bad shape; overwhelmed by the demands of three children, Sheila has become depressed and overweight, and her preening husband Mike (Cordell Moore) has only added to her declining self-esteem.  With the arrival of Sheila’s friend, the unmarried Trina (Demetria McKinney), events take several unexpected turns …

MEET THE BROWNS

Written, Produced and Directed by Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2004-2005
Lionsgate DVD release date: June 21, 2005
At the ripe old age of 107, “Pop” Brown finally passes on, leaving his oldest son L.B. (Kendrick Mays) and his wife Sarah (Joyce Williams) just $400 to arrange for his funeral.  Soon enough Leroy Brown (David Mann) has arrived at the Brown residence, shocking the family as he proudly introduces his adult daughter Cora (Tamela Mann), the product of his brief encounter with Mabel “Madea” Simmons.  But there are more Browns to come, including Leroy and L.B.’s sister Vera (Nicci Gilbert), perhaps the nuttiest Brown of all.  But crazy or not, the Browns know how to give their patriarch a send-off.

MADEA GOES TO JAIL

Written, Produced and Directed by Tyler Perry

Theatrical tour: 2005-2006
Lionsgate DVD release date: June 27, 2006
After countless warrants, car chases and what-have-you, luck finally runs out for Madea and the brash matriarch is bound for jail.  This time Madea can’t talk her way out, and people are going to discover a side of her they’ve never seen before …

WHAT’S DONE IN THE DARK

Written Produced and Directed by Tyler Perry

Theatrical Tour: 2006-2007

Lionsgate DVD release date: February 12, 2008

It’s a busy night in a hospital emergency room.  The moon is full and anxieties are high among people like Leroy Brown (David Mann), who is convinced that he is dying.  The emergency room nurses and doctors are also feeling the drama, as secret affairs and other crises threaten to burst out into the open.  Everyone has a story to tell, from the head nurse Kerry (Shawna Vinson) to Dr. Bowman (Terrell Carter) to the newest hospital staff member, Brenda (Chandra Currelly).
****
TELEVISION SERIES
“Tyler Perry’s House of Payne”
Created, Written and Directed by Tyler Perry
Perry’s first television series is a syndicated sitcom about three generations of a working class family living under the same roof.   Curtis Payne (Lavan Davis), Fire Chief of Engine Company Five, is a loving husband to Ella (Cassi Davis) and overly patient father to his freeloading son Calvin (Lance Gross).  After a fire destroys the house where Curtis’ nephew Clarence “CJ” Payne, Jr. (Allen Payne) lives with his wife and children, Curtis and Ella offer the family a place to stay.  When unforeseen circumstances turn CJ and his family’s temporary stay into a permanent one, life as Curtis knows it comes to a screeching halt.
 “Tyler Perry’s House of Payne” is the first originally-produced syndicated comedy to launch with a 100-episode order.  The series premiered on TBS on June 6, 2007, with two episodes airing back-to-back.  The record-breaking premiere averaged 5.5 million viewers.  The  second episode ranks as ad-supported cable’s top sitcom telecast of all time among adults 18-34; adults 18-49; adults 25-54; persons 2+; and households.  The telecast also ranks as TBS’ top series telecast of all time among key adults demos, households and viewers.  “House of Payne” went three-for-three at the 2008 NAACP Image Awards, winning the awards for Outstanding Comedy Series, Outstanding Actor in a Comedy Series (Lavan Davis) and Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series (Lance Gross). 
** Sales figures as of February 25, 2008.  

ABOUT THE CAST OF MEET THE BROWNS
ANGELA BASSETT (Brenda)

Electrifying audiences with emotionally charged performances has been a signature quality for Angela Bassett, who personifies dignity, pride and grace when she appears on screen.  Her talents as both an actress and executive producer in both television and film have earned her respect from her peers and fans as one of the industry’s premiere leading ladies.

In 2008, Bassett starred opposite Laurence Fishburne in the critically-acclaimed AKEELAH AND THE BEE, received rave reviews for her work with Fishburne in August Wilson’s classic play FENCES at the prestigious Pasadena Playhouse and wrapped production on Giancarlo Esposito’s film GOSPEL HILL. 

Her book FRIENDS: A LOVE STORY co-written with her husband, actor Courtney B. Vance, was released on February 14, 2007.  The inspirational book is the real-life love story of Bassett and Vance, who were friends for many years before marrying.  

Perhaps best known for her intense portrayal of Tina Turner in the biopic WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT opposite Laurence Fishburne, Bassett received a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Drama as well as an NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Motion Picture, and an Academy Award nomination for her powerful performance.  

Bassett is a five-time NAACP Image Awards nominee for her roles in the films HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK, THE SCORE opposite Robert DeNiro, Edward Norton and Marlon Brando, MUSIC OF THE HEART with Meryl Streep, MALCOLM X opposite Denzel Washington and the sci-fi blockbuster CONTACT opposite Jodie Foster and BOESMAN AND LENA with Danny Glover. Bassett also received a Screen Actors Guild Award nomination for her performance in “Ruby’s Bucket of Blood.”  She received an Emmy nomination for Best Actress in a television movie for her work in “The Rosa Parks Story,” a film she executive produced.

Other memorable roles include a recurring role in the hit drama series “Alias,” the comedy MR. 3000, opposite Bernie Mac, John Sayles’ SUNSHINE STATE with Edie Falco, Terry McMillan’s WAITING TO EXHALE co-starring Whitney Houston, James Cameron’s futuristic STRANGE DAYS opposite Ralph Fiennes, VAMPIRE IN BROOKLYN opposite Eddie Murphy, and SUPERNOVA with James Spader.  She was also voicing the character of Mildred in Disney’s animated hit MEET THE ROBINSONS, based on the successful children’s book of the same name by William Joyce.  

Beginning her career on stage, she performed in such Broadway and off Broadway productions as “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom,” “Colored People’s Time,” “Henry IV, Part I,” “Joe Turner’s Come and Gone,” “Antigone,” “Pericles” and “Black Girl.” She returned to the stage in 1998 to star opposite Alec Baldwin in “Macbeth” at the Joseph Papp Public Theater in New York. 

Bassett made her debut in the small, but memorable role as an ambitious single mother in John Singleton’s BOYZ N THE HOOD. She later appeared in the ABC mini-series “The Jacksons:  An American Family,” receiving critical raves for her touching performance as Katherine Jackson, she received an Emmy nomination for an episode for “Uncle Jed’s Barbershop” for PBS’ Storytime; and critical nods for her narrative of the electrifying miniseries, “Africans In America,” also for PBS.
RICK FOX (Harry)

Rick Fox was born in Canada of Caribbean and Italian ancestry. At 13 years old, Fox began to devotedly pursue basketball.  Following high school, he went on to play at The University of North Carolina, where he honed the skills needed to enter the National Basketball Association (NBA).  In 1991, he was selected as a first round draft pick by The Boston Celtics where he remained until 1997.  From there, Fox headed to The Los Angeles Lakers, where as a member of that team, he helped them win three NBA championships. 

After 14 successful years, Fox retired from professional basketball in 2004. Following his amazing sports career, he decided to pursue his other deep-seated passion, acting.

Among his early acting credits include Spike Lee’s HE GOT GAME, the Disney feature HOLES and a recurring guest appearance on the critically acclaimed HBO series “Oz.”
Other credits include a memorable recurring role on the hit television series “Ugly Betty,” a role on the television series “Love, Inc.”, a starring role in MINNIE’S FIRST TIME as a sought after masseur, alongside Alec Baldwin and Carrie-Anne Moss; the popular FX series “Dirt,” and the CW drama “One Tree Hill.”
MARGARET AVERY (Carol)
Ever since being born premature and weighing only two pounds, stage and screen actress, Margaret Avery has been a fighter, and a survivor.

As a young woman, she fought to train for and get experience in an industry that provided little opportunity for aspiring black actresses.  After studying and learning her craft, she fought for quality roles during a time when movie execs were quick to assign black women to parts as maids, cooks, servants and other stereotypical roles.  Determined and undaunted, she became inspired by Martin Luther King messages of equal opportunity for all, and fought for - and won - vital roles in such films as WHICH WAY IS UP?, MAGNUM FORCE, HELL UP IN HARLEM, THE FISH THAT SAVED PITTSBURGH, BLUEBERRY HILL, and WHITE MAN’S BURDEN.

In 1985, her faith and persistence paid off when she was nominated for an Academy Award® for her unforgettable role as the sultry and spirited blues singer, “Shug Avery” in THE COLOR PURPLE, Steven Spielberg’s film adaptation of Alice Walker’s prize winning novel.

In 1998, she and award-winning Blair Underwood co-hosted and presented the critically acclaimed docudrama, “Sister, I’m Sorry:  An Apology to our African American Queens.”
Today, while she continues to act, Ms. Avery also finds joy and fulfillment in working with at-risk teenagers and battered women in greater Los Angeles. An Oklahoma native who now lives in Los Angeles, she has won numerous awards for acting and her activism, including the Academy Award® nomination for THE COLOR PURPLE, a Los Angles Drama Critics Award for her role in “Does A Tiger Wear A Necktie?” and an NAACP Lifetime Achievement Award.

A former school teacher, Ms. Avery holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from the University of San Francisco, and a Master’s Degree in Marriage, Family, and Child Therapy.  She lectures across the country and abroad on issues involving women of color and her passion in life, seeking to empower, enlighten and inspire.

Ms. Avery stars opposite Martin Lawrence, James Earl Jones, and Cedric “The Entertainer” in WELCOME HOME, ROSCOE JENKINS a comedy currently in theaters nationwide and motion picture for Universal Studios.
JENIFER LEWIS (Vera)

Jenifer Lewis is best known for her role as ‘Lana Hawkins’, the no-nonsense receptionist who maintains order in the clinic, in Lifetime Television’s hit drama series “Strong Medicine.”. Her innate ability to captivate an audience stems from her versatile voice, her bawdy sense of humor and her powerful acting performances honed largely in Broadway hits like “Eubie”, “”Comin’ Uptown”, Dreamgirls” “Rock and Roll, the First 5,00 Years”, and Neil Simon’s “Promises Promises.”  It was her tour with Bette Midler as an infamous Harlotte however that got Hollywood’s calling.

Once there, Lewis garnered two NAACP Image Award nominations as Best Supporting Actress for her portrayal of Tina Turner’s mother, in WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT and in the romantic comedy THE PREACHER’S WIFE.  Both earning her the endearing title of “The Black Mother of Hollywood.”

Lewis has appeared in over than 60 feature films, displaying her versatility as both a dramatic actress and comedic star such as THE ANTWONE FISHER STORY, directed by Denzel Washington; CORRINA CORRINA with Whoopi Goldberg; THE MIGHTY, RENAISSANCE MAN, SISTER ACT and SISTER ACT II, DEAD PRESIDENTS,  BLAST FROM THE PAST, THE BROTHERS, MYSTERY MEN, POETIC JUSTICE and CASTAWAY with Tom Hanks.  She has lent her unique voice to such animated features as SHARK TALES and Pixar’s blockbuster hit CARS and is presently recording the voice of “Mama Odie” for Disney’s upcoming animated film THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG.  

Her over 70 television show appearances include “The Temptations,” “Friends,” “Touched by an Angel,” “The Cosby Show,” “Murphy Brown,” “The Fresh Prince of Bel Air,” “Boston Legal,” “Shark,” “Girlfriends” and “Courthouse.” It was her role as “Jackie Washington” in Lifetime’s cult movie “Jackie’s Back!” however that firmly established her as a ‘Diva’ and an icon.   Recently, Lewis publicly disclosed being BiPolar by writing and starring in her successful one woman show “BiPolar Bath and Beyond”, which she followed up by appearing on “The Oprah Winfrey Show” to encourage its diagnosis and proper treatment.

Lewis’ recent stage work includes starring alongside Meryl Streep in Shakespeare in the Park’s summer 2006 production of “Mother Courage and her Children” and she will be returning to her roots on Broadway in April 2008 to play ‘Motormouth Maybelle’ in the hit musical ‘Hairspray’.  

Lewis resides in Los Angeles with her adopted daughter Charmaine whom she met in the “Los Angeles Big Brother/Big Sister Program” and is a relentless supporter and activist to find a cure for Breast Cancer and HIV/AIDS. 

LANCE GROSS (Michael)

Lance Gross has emerged as one of Hollywood’s hot young actors and is quickly becoming one of the finest newcomers to hit the big screen. Currently starring on Tyler Perry’s hit show “House of Payne,” Gross has already garnered a NAACP award for his stand-out role on the show.

Gross began his career in music videos alongside such leading ladies as Rihanna, Mariah Carey, and most recently Mary J. Blige. He has also appeared on the television shows “Eve” and “The Bernie Mac Show.” 

Lance received his Bachelor of Arts in Theatre from Howard University.  He went on to train at The Ivanna Chubbuck Studio and Tasha Smith Acting Studio. Gross currently resides in Los Angeles.

SOFÍA VERGARA (Cheryl)

Recipient of the “Hispanic Woman of the Year” Award in 2000 from Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu commending her leadership skills representing the qualities Latina women have to offer the world, Sofia Vergara also became the first Colombian to win the “Women of Hope” Award from the City of Hope Organization for being a role model for future generations.

Most recently, Sofia was seen on ABC’s breakout hit, “Dirty Sexy Money” where she plays the free-spirited love interest to the youngest Darling son.  Before that she played the sexy Columbian actress who stirred things up in the season four premiere of HBO’s “Entourage.”
Director Barry Sonnenfeld gave Sofia her big U.S. break when he cast her as Nina in Disney’s comedy BIG TROUBLE, co-starring Tim Allen and Rene Russo. Sofia followed that with a pivotal dramatic role opposite James Marsden in Anthony Piccirillo’s independent film THE 24TH DAY.
In 2005 Sofia starred opposite Heath Ledger in Sony Pictures’ LORDS OF DOGTOWN as well as FOUR BROTHERS alongside Mark Wahlberg and Terrence Howard.  

On the small screen, Sofia has co-starred on the ABC comedies “Hot Properties” and “The Knights of Prosperity” where she was often singled out by critics for her comedic talents.

An international philanthropist, Vergara is closely associated with the non-profit organization “Peace and Hope for the Children of Colombia” established in 2001.  Her generous donations helped build a Pediatric Cancer Pavilion at Hospital Niño de Jesús that gives chemotherapy and cancer treatment free to underprivileged children; and funded the construction of “Parque Hogar Infantil Lipaya” which sponsors 100% of the education and health programs for 600 children in her native Barranquilla.  

A successful businesswoman, Sofia has her own production company, Latin World Entertainment and her own fashion line, Vergara by Sofia, inspired by her Latin style. Vergara by Sofia is a socially conscious brand that has generated 1,500 jobs in her native Colombia since 2004.  In 2007, Sofia was named one of The 25 Most Powerful Hispanic Women in the Entertainment Industry by The Hollywood Reporter and Billboard. 

A former dentistry student, Vergara is a spokesperson for the American Diabetes Association, as the disease affects all of her siblings.  She has graced the cover of over 100 international magazines and hosted dozens of top Hispanic events, each watched by more than 100 million viewers.  Sofia’s Hispanic television credits include, “Fuera de Serie” (Out of this World) on Univisión and her own top-rated weekly show, “A que no te atreves” (I dare you).  

Her web page www.SofíaVergara.com averages 22 million hits a month.

LAMMAN RUCKER (Will)

Lamman Rucker was born in Pittsburgh, PA and grew up in Washington, DC, the son of an educator, athlete and entrepreneur.  Mr. Rucker may be recognized as Mona’s handsome boyfriend “Chase” on UPN’s “Half & Half” as well as his loveable bad boy characters in the daytime dramas “As The World Turns” and “All My Children.”  He has also been a memorable guest star on “Law & Order,” “All Of Us,” “House Of Payne” and the popular television movie mini-series “The Temptations.” 
On Stage, Lamman received a 2002 Audelco nomination for his incredible portrayal of Jason in Euripides’ Media.  Mr. Rucker is a founding ensemble member of the Black Gents of Hollywood, a Los Angeles-based all-black male theatre company whose powerful award winning play ”WEBIME” is currently taking the country by storm.  A graduate of the illustrious Duke Ellington School of the Arts in Washington, DC, Lamman’s accomplishments also include a NFAA Presidential Scholarship in the Arts nomination Drama & Musical Theatre training at the Carnegie Mellon University, a full scholarship to the Berkshire Theatre Festival and having romantic leads in plays and musicals like “Hot Snow,” “Nefetari Rising,” “Pain In My Heart,” “Perfect Mate” and “Sweet Charity.”  
While in high school, Lamman was an original member of the groundbreaking youth company - the Washington Area Improvisational Teen Theatre (W.A.I.T.T.).  The company’s primary goal was to promote sexual abstinence to teens and educate young people about their bodies, the risks of teen pregnancy, STD's and HIV/AIDS. Lamman went on to become a successful teacher, coach, mentor and youth advocate - acquiring a Masters of Science in Education in 2000 and then on to star in BET's award-winning HIV/AIDS film LET’S TALK in 2006. Mr. Rucker is an activist and spokesperson for several non-profit organizations and community action initiatives including A.H.E.A.D., Inc., Inner City Industry, BET's Rap-It-Up campaign, the Black AIDS Institute and several grass-roots organizations across the country leading the way in uplifting families and mobilizing communities to encourage prevention, education and testing initiatives for HIV/AIDS and other issues. 
Lamman co-starred in the hit motion picture TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED? with an all-star cast including Jill Scott, Janet Jackson, and Tyler Perry. Mr. Rucker is currently starring in the independent award-winning romantic comedy I’M THROUGH WITH WHITE GIRLS – THE INEVITABLE UNDOING OF JAY BROOKS. In 2008, Lamman will also star in the gritty basketball-themed Michael Roiff drama, BALL DON’T LIE with Mykelti Williamson, Steve Harris, Robert Wisdom, Harold Perrineau and Chris "Ludacris" Bridges. 

TAMELA MANN (Cora)

For the past decade, Tamela Mann has been a mainstay in Tyler Perry’s successful string of Madea stage plays.  In the role of Cora, Madea’s daughter with the Bible-thumping Mr. Brown, she has become a familiar face to the thousands of ardent fans who have witnessed Perry’s musicals.  The talented artist recently released her new CD THE LIVE EXPERIENCE which debuted on the Billboard Top 40 gospel charts off the strength of her powerful new radio single, YOU DESERVE MY PRAISE.

The youngest of fourteen children, Mann was born in Fort Worth, Texas and raised by her mother. Church was at the center of Mann’s home life.  By the time she was 12 years old, Tamela was electrifying the Holy Tabernacle Church of God in Christ’s (C.O.G.I.C.) adult choir as a soloist. She later joined a local vocal group, the Living Lights.  Mann’s goal was to graduate from high school and she accomplished that dream becoming the first and only of her 14 siblings to do so.

Then, David Mann entered Mann’s life. He and his singing partner were electrifying audiences with their gospel music in a singing group called the Humble Hearts.  After hearing Tamlea sing, they asked her to join and together with then fledgling gospel singer Kirk Franklin toured the nation as Kirk Franklin & the Family.  Their hit crossover single THE REASON WHY WE SING in 1993 turned Franklin into an icon in the gospel music world and paved the way for many others.  Over the years, Mann led such Kirk Franklin & the Family classics as BEHOLD THE LAMB and “Lean on Me” which also featured Bono and R. Kelly. She and David married in 1988.

In 1996, Tamela joined the David E. Talbert gospel stage play, HE SAY…SHE SAY…BUT WHAT DOES GOD SAY?  and was bitten by the acting bug.  She and David left the Family in 1999 and a few weeks later were recruited for Tyler Perry’s first stage play, I CAN DO BAD BY MYSELF where she played the character of Cora—Madea’s spiritual but giggly daughter and the lovable daughter of Mr. Brown in the production.  She appeared in Perry’s musical comedy DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN in 2001 portraying the character of Myrtle—a feisty, preachy woman who’s never short on words. Mann’s exemplary performances paved the way for Cora to become a principal character in Perry’s other successful stage plays, MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION and MADEA’S CLASS REUNION.  In January 2005, Perry launched the stage play MEET THE BROWNS with the Manns as stars of the sold-out show, which toured for six months around the country. 

The Mann’s also opened their own recording label, Tillymann Music. Their first project was Tamela’s debut CD GOTTA KEEP MOVIN’ which sold 7,000 copies in the first week and has since sold over 60,000 copies. The single “SPEAK LORD” has spent a dozen weeks in the Top Ten on Billboard magazine’s gospel singles chart.  Tamela took that whole project to a new level by recording it live as the simply entitled CD/DVD, THE LIVE EXPERIENCE. Recorded live with a five-camera shoot in Dallas at the state-of-the-art Calvary Church, the album resonates with the energy of a rock concert inside a Pentecostal church. 

DAVID MANN (Mr. Brown)

Over the last decade, David Mann has become one of urban America’s premier funny men and emcees.  As the Bible-thumping, zany Mr. Brown in Tyler Perry’s hugely successful “Madea” stage plays, Mann has become one of the most beloved personalities in theater today. Now, he’s poised to conquer the worlds of radio, television and film. His debut CD MR. BROWN’S GOOD OLE TIME CHURCH, a mix of comedy sketches and traditional gospel songs, debuted in the Billboard Top 40 gospel album sales chart. 

It’s all an interesting turn of events for Mann who grew up in Dallas with a total immersion in church activities. He sang in the youth choir and lent his smooth tenor to high school productions. It was in these early shows that his razor-sharp comedic skills were honed. After graduating from high school, Mann’s former classmate Kirk Franklin called him up to join the new gospel group he was forming called, the Family. Their first single “The Reason Why We Sing” became a massive R&B and gospel radio hit and sent the group on sold-out tours across the country from 1994-1995. Then, the following year, Mann discovered plays. 

He appeared in David E. Talbert’s “He Say…She Say…But What Does God Say?” Mann’s portrayal of the high-strung gangster “Forty Ounce” had audiences rolling in the aisles.  That part led to his role as Mr. Brown in Tyler Perry’s first play, “I Can Do Bad All By Myself.”  The outrageous Mr. Brown quickly found a place in America’s heart, leading to sold-out theater houses in Perry’s various plays in the decade since that first role.
IRMA P. HALL (Mildred)

Although she grew up in Chicago, Illinois, Irma P. Hall was born in Beaumont, Texas. She attended elementary and high school in Chicago, and then graduated from Texas Collage in Tyler, Texas. She became an English and Foreign Languages public school teacher in Dallas, Texas for almost 30 years.  During that time, she was also a reporter for the Dallas Express, and was the co-founder of The Dallas Minority Repertory Theatre, becoming an Administrator, and eventually found herself performing in their plays as well.

In 1973, while reciting one of her poems at a gathering of artists and writers, a visiting producer asked Ms. Hall to audition for a role in a film he was producing. The film was BOOK OF NUMBERS, directed by Raymond St. Jacques, and Irma, a 36 year old teacher and mother of two, got the part.  However, she didn’t give up her teaching career…. yet! 

It wasn’t until 1978, after acting in several episodes of “Dallas,” as Tilly, the housekeeper, that her acting career gained momentum.  Two TV movies followed, as well as a small role in the telefilm, “Skyward,” directed by Ron Howard.  The following year she worked on two more TV movies, “Crisis At Central High” and “Broken Promise.”  Besides working steadily on TV and in features, Irma was performing on stage at various Dallas theatres.  Finally, after 27 years of teaching, she quit to pursue acting full time.  In the late 1980’s, Hall moved back to Chicago where she performed on stage at the Chicago Theatre Company, the Court Theatre, Goodman Theatre and with the Steppenwolf  Theatre Company.  At the same time she was appearing in Chicago-themed movies such as BACKDRAFT, starring Kurt Russell and directed by Ron Howard, and STRAIGHT TALK, starring Dolly Parton and James Woods.

In 1996, Irma won the Chicago Film Critics Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance as tough but lovable Aunt T in the film A FAMILY THING starring James Earl Jones and Robert Duvall. In 1998 she won an NAACP Image Award for Best Supporting Actress for her work as Big Momma in the feature film SOUL FOOD, and was again nominated for an Image Award in 2001 when she reprised her role in the Showtime series based on the film.

Since then, she has appeared in BAD COMPANY, DON’T LET GO, OUR AMERICA, PATCH ADAMS, BELOVED, MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF GOOD AND EVIL, STEEL, BUDDY, A LESSON BEFORE DYING, SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT, THE BABE, THE KID WHO LOVED CHRISTMAS, TO SIR WITH LOVE II, MO’ MONEY, SQUARE DANCE, A RUGRATS KWANZAA SPECIAL, and THE LONG HOT SUMMER just to name a few.

In January of 2004, Irma P. Hall was seriously injured in car crash in which her broken ribs punctured her aorta, requiring open-heart surgery.  She also sustained a broken arm and badly crushed ankle, but she recovered in time to see a private screening of her first three 2004 releases: THE LADYKILLERS, in which she co-starred with Tom Hanks as Mrs. Munson, a tenacious church-going old lady.  She won the coveted Special Jury Award at the 2004 Cannes Film Festival for that performance, where Quentin Tarantino called her “a force of nature.”  The other 2004 films were A SLIPPING DOWN LIFE with Guy Pierce and Lili Taylor, and COLLATERAL, starring Tom Cruise and Jamie Foxx (in an Academy Award® nominated performance).

Ms. Hall received an NAACP Image Award nomination for Best Actress for THE LADYKILLERS, as well as the Movie Guide Awards.  She was presented as a Black History Maker by the DuSable Museum in Chicago, and was inducted into the Texas Film Hall of Fame in Austin, Texas where she was introduced by Ethan and Joel Coen, the directors of THE LADYKILLERS. 

Irma is grandmother to Shedrick, Sir and Toni, who live in Texas. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

TYLER PERRY (Writer, Director, Producer, Actor)
Tyler Perry – writer, producer, director, and actor extraordinaire – went from the poverty-stricken streets of New Orleans to a multimillion-dollar mansion outside Atlanta.  But the real story is that of his journey from homelessness to bliss.

Perry’s rags-to-riches tale is astonishing and inspirational.  His younger days were troubled, and he suffered from endless abuse growing up.  The dejection and rejection caused Perry to do some soul-searching as an adult.  In 1992, in an effort to find catharsis for his own childhood pain, and inspired by Oprah Winfrey to put it down on paper, he wrote a series of letters to himself.  Those letters would be transformed into his first hit musical, “I Know I’ve Been Changed.”  Perry’s humble spirit and his faith in God kept him focused.  He believed that God was calling him to share his story with as many people as possible so that he might help others.  Perry learned real forgiveness, deep down inside—a forgiveness that leads to success in the soul.  He chose the stage life as a vehicle, and this new life has been a learning process, full of hard work.  But now Perry has reached out to millions across the country and in doing so has tremendously altered how people perceive and attend urban theater.

In 2005, Tyler Perry took the nation by storm when the movie he wrote, produced, and starred in, DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, opened #1 at the box office.  In its first week on sale, the DVD sold nearly 2.5 million copies.  At the same time, Perry was starring nightly across the country in a sold-out stage show he’d also written, produced and scored—“Madea Goes to Jail”—even as another one of his productions, “Meet the Browns,” was touring nationally.  Together, the two productions sold out more than 500 shows in theaters from coast to coast.  Every week in 2005, 35,000 people saw a Tyler Perry production. 

Perry’s second feature film, MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION, which he wrote, produced, starred in and directed also opened #1 at the North American box office.  His third feature, the drama DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS opened more moderately, while his fourth film WHY DID I GET MARRIED? skyrocketed to #1 for opening weekend at box offices nationwide.  

Since making his film debut with DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, Tyler Perry has become a multimedia phenomenon with a roster of hugely successful film, stage, television, and book projects.  Perry's first two films both debuted at number one at the North American box office and the combined sales of his nine DVDs have sold over 11 million units.  Perry's first book, Don't Make a Black Woman Take Off Her Earrings: Madea's Uninhibited Commentaries on Life and Love debuted at #1 on the New York Times' hardcover nonfiction bestseller list and remained in the Top 10 for eight weeks. 

Perry’s comedy series “House of Payne” made history when it premiered on TBS as the highest rated cable comedy series on television. “House of Payne” airs weekly on TBS.
REUBEN CANNON (Producer) 

Reuben Cannon is a visionary producer who has helped to shape and guide some of the most groundbreaking and critically acclaimed film and television projects in Hollywood for the past three-decades. 

From his humble beginnings in the Universal Studios mailroom (a.k.a. the executive training program), Cannon was promoted after one year to Universal Television’s casting department as a trainee.  There, he set a personal goal to become the first African-American casting director at Universal Studios within a year.  He achieved that goal.

It was his unwavering diligence that later paved the way for Cannon to reach yet another professional milestone, becoming head of Warner Brothers television’s casting department from 1978 to 1980.  In so doing, Cannon became the first African-American to hold the distinction.  His keen eye for talent also earned Cannon the well-deserved reputation for being an innovative and trendsetting force in the industry.  Early in his career, Cannon took a chance on then fledgling young actor Bruce Willis casting him in the television series “Moonlighting,” which jettisoned Willis into stardom. 

Under the banner of his company Reuben Cannon and Associates, Cannon has cast nearly one hundred television series, made-for-TV movies as well as motion pictures. Among those projects include “The Color Purple,” which earned 11 Oscar nominations and showcased the talents of artists who would become some of our industries most distinguished stars: Danny Glover in one of his first starring roles; and Whoopi Goldberg and Oprah Winfrey made their feature film debuts each earning Oscar nominations in the category of Best Supporting Actress.  Other projects include such award-winning classic television series as “Columbo,” “Alfred Hitchcock Presents,” “The A Team” and the 1990’s remake of “Perry Mason.” More recent credits include the Emmy-Award winning comedy series “The Bernie Mac Show,” “My Wife and Kids,” and the edgy, animated cult hit “Boondocks.” 

Broadening his range of projects, Cannon, a Chicago native, branched out into producing motion pictures and television programs.  One of his early projects was the critically acclaimed television special “The Women of Brewster Place,” which he not only cast, but also produced in collaboration with Oprah Winfrey who starred in the tele-film.  “Brewster Place” marked their second project together and the two have remained business allies and close personal friends throughout the years. Cannon continued his partnership as a producer with some of the nation’s most influential luminaries in their respective industries: DOWN IN THE DELTA, directed by Dr. Maya Angelou, Spike Lee on GET ON THE BUS, LOVE DON’T NEED A THING starring Nick Cannon, and the box office sleeper hit WOMAN THOU ART LOOSED, based on the bestselling book by Bishop T.D. Jakes.
In the summer of 2004, Cannon began collaborating with a brilliant young playwright and actor turned director, Tyler Perry.  Reuben Cannon Productions (RCP) formed a production partnership with Tyler Perry Studios (TPS) that would prove to be a powerful alliance garnering both record-breaking box office grosses and television ratings.  Their feature films, DIARY OF A MAN BLACK WOMAN, MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION and WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, opened #1 at North American box offices and together with DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS, have collectively grossed more than $200 million.  On March 21, 2008, they will release their fifth film MEET THE BROWNS, starring Angela Bassett, Rick Fox and David and Tamela Mann, followed by their sixth, THE FAMILY THAT PREYS, starring Alfre Woodard and Kathy Bates to be released later this year.

With a slate of upcoming film and television projects as well ventures into new media on the horizon, The Tyler Perry Studios/Reuben Cannon partnership has just completed production on their first hundred episodes of the comedy series Tyler Perry’s “House of Payne,” which debuted last year on TBS becoming the highest rated comedy series in cable television history.  “House of Payne” remains the #1 television series in African-American households.  

Cannon has received numerous awards including an Honorary Doctorate of Human Letters from Morehouse College.  His work has also been recognized by The Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences, The Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (which has honored him with two Emmy nominations), the Casting Society of America, the DuSable Museum of African-American History, and the 2002 NAACP Image Awards who with Daimler/Chrysler honored Cannon with a “Behind the Lens Award” for his outstanding contributions in entertainment in the areas of film and television. 

ROGER M. BOBB (Co-Producer)

Roger M. Bobb's career in film began as an Assistant Director. Over the last 10 years, he has been the producer or assistant director on more than 40 feature films and television shows.


Bobb’s collaboration with Tyler Perry began as an assistant director on Tyler’s first film DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN. Bobb co-produced MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION, DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS and WHY DID I GET MARRIED?.  Bobb serves as Supervising Producer on Perry’s television sitcom “House of Payne,” which recently won an NAACP Image award for best sitcom.


Bobb is the only two time winner of the Best Film Award at the American Black Film Festival and was the youngest African-American First AD member of the Director’s Guild of America. Bobb was recently named by The Network Journal Magazine as one of the top 40 executives under 40.  Born in London and raised in Brooklyn, Bobb’s film career began in 1995 when he was accepted into the Director’s Guild of America's prestigious Assistant Director Trainee program. Under this program, Bobb was fortunate to work on projects from notable directors such as Woody Allen, Mike Nichols and James Mangold.


Upon completing the program, Bobb worked within the New York independent film community as an assistant director and quickly rose to become a producer. His many credits include “THE BELIEVER” “NYPD BLUE,” “NEW YORK UNDERCOVER,” COPLAND, WITNESS TO THE MOB, and STATE PROPERTY 2.  Bobb attended Brooklyn College and the School Of Visual Arts.

JOSEPH P. GENIER (Co-Producer)

Joe Genier collaborates with Tyler Perry for the fifth time beginning with the film DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN.  Genier has produced and managed more than 50 feature films and television productions in a dozen countries.  His credits include PERFECT CHRISTMAS, ROGUE, PEACEFUL WARRIOR, THE COOKOUT, DOWN IN THE VALLEY, AMERICAN PIE:  BAND CAMP, ROCKETS’ RED GLARE, and AU PAIR.

In 2008, Genier co-founded Push Worldwide, the new distribution division of Capital Arts Entertainment, with his partners Mike Elliott and Rob Kerchner.

Genier began his production career with Eastman Kodak in New York, before moving to multi-national projects with Hartmann International, and then line producing locally and internationally for Fox Family and Showtime.  He moved on to cover international sales for independent companies at the AFM and Cannes film markets.

 

Returning to filmmaking, Genier joined Maple Palm Productions as its head of production, before joining Capital Arts in 1998 in the same capacity.   At Capital Arts, he continues to successfully oversee both in-house productions as well as outside productions for such companies as Warner Bros, Universal, Lionsgate, and Fox.  

Genier is a graduate of Cornell University and the University of Paris.

SANDI SISSEL, ASC (Director of Photography)
Sissel began her career as a cinematographer at NBC news where she won two Emmy’s for her work on HER MAJESTY’S BRITANNIA and coverage of the war in Vietnam.  Among her numerous Academy Award® and Emmy winning documentaries are SEEING RED, THE WOBBLIES, AMERICAS IN TRANSITION, EL SALVADOR: ANOTHER VIETNAM, MOTHER TERESA, JANE GOODALL, CHICKEN RANCH, BROKEN TREATY AT BATTLE MOUNTAIN, THE ENDURANCE, CHISHOLM UNBOUGHT & UNBOSSED, GOING UP RIVER: THE LONG WAR OF JOHN KERRY and BEFORE STONEWALL.  In addition she has been Director Of Photography on the network television series CLASS OF 96, THE FLASH, YOUNG AMERICANS, MATT WATERS, WONDER YEARS, NIGHT STALKER and the Emmy Award winning mini-series DRUG WARS.  Among the numerous MOW credits are SAINTS AND SINNERS, TOOTHLESS, SUDDENLY, RADIANT CITY, GREAT MOM SWAP, DAD THE ANGEL AND ME, IN THE COMPANY OF DARKNESS, DRAG STRIP GIRL, KEEPING SECRETS and FOR RICHER FOR POORER.

Sandi served as Director Of Photography on the Academy Award® nominated motion picture SALAAM BOMBAY in addition to YELLOW CARD, BARNEY’S GREAT ADVENTURE, SOUL OF THE GAME, THE REEF, CAMP NOWHERE, FULL ECLIPSE, THE PEOPLE UNDER THE STAIRS, DROP DEAD FRED and THE BELIEVERS.  She has been 2nd Unit Director Of Photography on major films including UNCLE, BLACK KNIGHT, EXIT WOUNDS, ROCK STAR, AUSTIN POWERS: THE SPY WHO SHAGGED ME, ROOMMATES, DAREDEVIL, BOWFINGER, BLOW, CELLULAR and the Academy Award winning MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD.  She also received a BAFTA nomination on ENDURANCE.

MAYSIE HOY, A.C.E. (Editor)

Ms. Hoy began her theater training in her hometown of Vancouver, Canada.  At the urging of her acting teacher, she went to a performance of “The Experimental Wing”, an improvisational group. Experiencing an epiphany, she went to San Francisco to study with “The Wing” and “The Committee”. She returned to Vancouver and formed her own improv company, “The Good Will Store” and served as the artistic director.  For the next two years, her troupe performed and taught Viola Spolin’s theater games in schools and correctional institutions.  During this time she was cast in Robert Altman’s MCCABE AND MRS. MILLER.

With Robert Altman her one connection, she moved to Los Angeles and for the next eight years worked for him in many positions, including research, wardrobe and production design. She also acted in several Altman films, including CALIFORNIA SPLIT, NASHVILLE, THREE WOMEN AND A WEDDING.

It was on Altman’s BUFFALO BILL AND THE INDIANS that she discovered her passion for film editing and landed her first assisting job. She was also an assistant film editor on the Alan Rudolph films, WELCOME TO L.A. and REMEMBER MY NAME.

Her editing credits include TYLER PERRY’S: MEET THE BROWNS, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS, BROKEN BRIDGES, THE CELESTINE PROPHECY–THE MOVIE, SMILE, CHASING PAPI, CHRISTMAS IN THE CLOUDS, THE WARDEN, FREEDOM SONG, CRAZY IN ALABAMA, WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (shared credit), LOVE JONES, FREEWAY, SMOKE, THE JOY LUCK CLUB, and THE PLAYER (co-editor).

Ms. Hoy is an alumna of the American Film Institute’s Directing Women’s Workshop.  She is on the Board of Directors in both the Motion Picture Editors Guild and American Cinema Editors.  She has been featured with thirty accomplished craftswomen in a book called “Great Women in Films.”

KEITH G. LEWIS (Costume Designer)

Lewis has served as the Costume Designer on all of Tyler Perry’s feature films – TYLER PERRY'S DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, MADEA’S FAMILY REUNION, TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, as well Perry’s television series “House of Payne” and “Meet the Browns” (pilot).


Keith Lewis received his degree from the North Carolina School of the Arts.  He began his career designing costumes in theater with work on such shows as "The Miracle Worker," "Hamlet," "Chicago," "1940's Radio Hour," "A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum” and "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat."


Lewis served as Wardrobe Supervisor on the films YOUNG GUNS, GRUMPY OLD MEN, GEORGE OF THE JUNGLE and HBO Films' BOYCOTT.    He worked as the costume designer for MEN AT WORK with brothers Emilio Estevez and Charlie Sheen, UNSHACKLED with Morgan Freeman and FIRST OFFENSE with Joan Severance and Corbin Bernsen.

Most recently, Lewis was Costume Designer for SONY Pictures’ STOMP THE YARD.


In addition to his design work, Lewis has returned to the North Carolina School of the Arts to serve as an instructor and guest designer. He has also been the Resident Costume Designer and Instructor at East Carolina University.
AARON ZIGMAN (Composer)

A rising star in film music, Aaron Zigman is rapidly establishing a glowing reputation for his exquisite, lyrical and highly evocative scores.

 

A classically trained pianist since childhood, Zigman had an early foundation for writing melody and an ear for what makes a good tune.  With a command of rhythm and different styles, he began his musical career as a producer and arranger to popular music stars.  Soon his resume boasted names like Aretha Franklin, Natalie Cole, Oleta Adams, Phil Collins, Tina Turner, Patti Labelle, Chicago, Nona Gaye, Carly Simon, the Pointer Sisters, Huey Lewis, Christina Aguilera and Seal.

Expanding his career further, Aaron began to arrange and orchestrate for feature films such as MULAN, WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT, THE BIRDCAGE, LICENSED TO KILL and POCAHONTAS.

Aaron Zigman got his shot at feature film composing in 2002 when director Nick Cassavetes, a friend who knew of his pop background and his orchestral works, offered him a shot at JOHN Q starring Denzel Washington.  He wrote an extravagant six-minute opening montage and recording it with a 55-piece orchestra and submitted it as a demo.  The director, editor and studio were impressed, and he got the job.  Not too long after, the two collaborated again on THE NOTEBOOK starring Gena Rowlands and James Garner, based on the Nicholas Sparks novel.  They are set to team up once again on Cassavetes’ upcoming drama, MY SISTER’S KEEPER.
 

Zigman worked on THE WENDELL BAKER STORY, the directorial debut of Andrew Wilson and Luke Wilson, starring their brother Owen Wilson, Eva Mendes and Eddie Griffin; RAISE YOUR VOICE, a vehicle for pop superstar Hilary Duff; and IN THE MIX with R&B superstar Usher. ATL and TAKE THE LEAD, two of Zigman’s more recent releases, have experienced box office success appearing in the top 10 since their release date, and his AKEELAH AND THE BEE soundtrack is available at Starbuck’s.  

No stranger to the urban music scene, Zigman scored the 2006 Touchstone Pictures dance film STEP UP, the follow up STEP UP 2 THE STREETS in 2008, and ALPHA DOG starring Bruce Willis and Emile Hirsch.  Other recent films include BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA, TYLER PERRY’S WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, GOOD LUCK CHUCK starring Jessica Alba and Dane Cook, and the highly anticipated SEX IN THE CITY: THE MOVIE.
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	Performed by Kelly Price

	Published by Irving Music, Inc.

	Kelly Price appears courtesy of HeRCKellys Entertainment

	By arrangement with Atlantic Recording Corporation

	

	“People Everyday (Metamorphosis Mix)”

	Written by Sylvester Stewart and Robert James

	Performed by Musiq Soulchild

	Published by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (BMI) o/b/o Mijac Music (BMI) and Remidi Music c/o Franam Publishing Administration

	Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corporation

	

	“Angel”

	Written by Yvette Stevens and James Quenton Wright

	Performed by Chaka Khan

	Published by Khan Chaka Music c/o Spirit Two Music Inc., EMI April Music Inc/JI Branda Music Works/Minneapolis Guys Music Inc.

	c/o EMI Music Publishing

	Courtesy of Burgundy Records

	By Arrangement with SONY BMG MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT

	

	“Before I Let Go”

	Written by Frankie Beverly

	Performed by Maze Featuring Frankie Beverly

	Published by Amazement Music

	Courtesy of Capitol Records

	Under License from EMI Film & Television Music

	

	“Hi Steppin’/Victory Shot”

	Written by Jay Weigel

	Performed by Music Shed Marching Band

	Courtesy of Floating City Music, Inc.

	

	“Haters Get”

	Written by Dewayne Petty

	Performed by Pettidee

	Published by Pettiville Publishing (BMI) and Mixed Metaphor Music (BMI)

	Courtesy of Position Music

	

	“Hallelujah”

	Written by Tyler Perry

	Performed by Tamela Mann

	Published by TYPEE Music (ASCAP)

	Courtesy of Tyler Perry Studios

	

	“For The Bereaved/In the House”

	Written by Jay Weigel

	Performed by Ronald Markham

	Published by Floating City Press (BMI)

	Courtesy of Floating City Music, Inc.

	

	“High Time at the Carny”

	Written by Johnny Caruso and John Whynot

	Performed by John Whynot

	

	“Love Again”

	Written by J. “Lonny” Bereal, Battle Roy, Charmelle Cofield and Charlie Bereal

	Performed by Kelly Rowland

	Published by Notting Dale Songs Inc. (ASCAP) o/b/o itself and Lonnalistic Hitz (ASCAP), Roc Music 4 Life Publishing (ASCAP),

	Charlie’s Angel Music Publishing (BMI) and EMI April Music Inc o/b/o Itself, Wet Ink Red Music and C Sun (ASCAP)

	Courtesy of Columbia Records

	

	“Dope Boy”

	Written by Joseph “J” Goodman, Douglas Campbell and Kalam Muttalib

	Performed by Peedy Wheatstraw

	Published by Walk Soft Carry a Tank Music (ASCAP), Malik & Skeeter Publishing (ASCAP) and Kalam Music Works (ASCAP)

	Courtesy of Zooboyz

	

	“Champagne Campaign”

	Written by Ali Theodore, Julian Davis, Aaron Sandlofer, and Alana da Fonseca

	Performed by Classic

	Published by Canvas One Music (BMI)

	Courtesy of DeeTown Entertainment

	

	“Take It Down Johnny”

	Written by Jay Weigel and John Fohl

	Performed by John Fohl, Larry Sieberth, David Pulphus, and Doug Garrison

	Published by Floating City Press (BMI)

	Courtesy of Floating City Music, Inc.

	

	“Face to Face”

	Performed by Case and Coco

	Lyrics by Aleese Simmons

	Music by David Anthony

	Published by Andresia Music (ASCAP), and Bayou Music (BMI)

	Courtesy of Atlantic Records/The Tyler Perry Studio

	Case appears courtesy of Indigo Blue Music Group Inc.

	Coco appears courtesy of Light Records

	By Arrangement with Atlantic Recording Company

	

	“Alright”

	Written by Rex Rideout and Ledisi Young

	Performed by Ledisi

	Published by Blue Toes (ASCAP) and Uncle Buddie’s Music Inc. (ASCAP)

	Courtesy of The Verve Music Group

	Under License from Universal Music Enterprises

	

	“This Is Your Grandaddy”

	Written by Jay Weigel and Ronald Markham

	Choir Directed by George E. Young, Jr. of the Greater St. Stevens Full Gospel Baptist Church

	Published by MY TY PE Music Publishing (BMI)

	Courtesy of Tyler Perry Studios
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	Special Thanks to

	

	J. Michael Marlett, Michael T. Marlett and William H. D. Marlett
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	Ad Council

	Adam Brustein

	Aws Al-Bamahi

	Allied Fence Company

	American Express

	American Red Cross

	Amnesty International

	Amstel Light

	Apostolic Faith Church

	Arby’s

	Arm & Hammer

	Ashley Stewart

	Atlanta Black McDonald's Operations Association

	Atlanta Healthcare Management, L.P.

	Atlanta Public Schools

	Bakers Joy

	Baskin-Robbins

	Marvin F. Billups, Jr., DeKalb County Parks & Recreation

	The Boisfeuillet Jones Atlanta Civic Center

	Bolden Books

	Booker T. Washington High School

	Brachs

	Camp Invention

	Capital One

	Chicago Park District

	Chicago Sun-Times

	Chicago Transit Authority

	City of Chicago Department of Transportation

	Chock Full O’Nuts Coffee

	Sukwon "Steve" Chung, Cosmo Mart

	Church & Dwight

	City of Clarkston

	Clarkston Community Center Activities Field

	Clarkston First Baptist Church

	Classic Sport

	The Coca-Cola Company

	Coweta County Recreation Department

	Creative Images

	David Crenshaw

	Cumberland

	Daddy D’z

	Carol and David Dang

	Dekalb County Parks & Recreation

	Dekalb County Police Department

	Dial Brands

	DIME Magazine

	Dina Art Gallery

	Donna Vinci

	Dunkin’ Donuts

	Dyson

	Easy Grammar Systems

	Family Foods

	Forty Oaks Nature Preserve

	Frito Lay

	Gavina / Don Francisco

	Elenis Fine Food

	David Garber

	George Schneider Elementary School

	Elizabeth Gillespie

	Lowell Gilmore

	Grady High School

	Violet Gresham

	Greyhound

	Robert L. Gunter, Moody Bible Institute

	Buddy Guy

	HDV Seavy Lofts

	Heineken

	Helen Frushtick Furs

	Hello Kitty

	Charles Hilliard

	Historical Development Ventures LLC

	James B. Hutchinson, Jr.

	Antony Holland

	Honeywell

	Hostess

	Illinois Central School Bus

	Jordan Brand

	Julia C. Lathrop Homes

	Katsuya

	Samuel K. Kim

	W. Mark Kimbrough

	Kraft Snacks

	Kofi Kwayana

	George Kyros

	Langers Juice

	Deborah Lanier

	Lipton

	Little Black Pearl Art and Design Center

	Little Debbie / Sunbelt Snacks

	Lumber Liquidators

	Luster Products, Inc.

	M&M Mars

	Susie Mann

	Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Site

	McIlhenny Corporation

	McNair Amusements

	Jack & Anne Merrick

	Jerome H. Meyer

	Midway Presbyterian Church of DeKalb County

	Mission Foods

	Moody Bible Institute

	Gertrude Moore

	Motorola Cellular

	Mrs. Dash

	Ron Newman

	Nike

	Northlake Medical Center

	Old Hutchinson Hardware Building

	Once Upon A Time

	Pabst Brewing Company

	Panda Express

	Young S. Park, Regal Men's Fashion

	Parmalot Food Products

	Peachtree Baptist Church

	Synderella Peng

	Phoenix Brands

	Playstation

	PODS

	Post Cereals

	Prestige

	Quaker Oats

	Random House, Inc.

	Rathbun's Steak

	Ribs & Bibs

	Roca Wear

	Robert Rottier

	Thaweeporn Saenhan

	Samson Trailways

	Donald L. Sennett

	City of Senoia

	Lynda Sermon

	Service Master Clean

	Silverleaf Baptist Church

	Spectrum Scoreboards

	Spin Master

	Stella D’Oro

	Ellen K. Stewart

	Stonecrest Mall

	Sugar Twin

	Teacher Created Resources

	Mona M. Temples

	Lai Tran Thoi

	Abe Thompson

	Jackie Thompson, Harold L. Ickes Housing Project

	Timberland

	Two Men & A Truck

	Ty, Inc.

	U-Haul

	Unilever

	Unilever Best Foods

	Unilever HPC

	USA Today

	Valet Parking Service, Inc.

	Lionel Vallanueva

	Billie VonSchriltz

	Bill Wade

	Washington High School

	Wendell Phillips Academy High School

	Wholesome Sweeteners

	Wonder Bread

	Peter Yoon

	Garson Yu

	Michael Zarouchliotis
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	© 2008 Very Perry Films Inc. All Rights Reserved.

	

	THE PERSONS AND EVENTS IN THIS MOTION PICTURE ARE FICTITIOUS.  

	ANY SIMILARITY TO ACTUAL PERSONS OR EVENTS IS UNINTENTIONAL.

	

	THIS MOTION PICTURE IS PROTECTED UNDER LAWS OF THE

	 UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES.

	

	UNAUTHORIZED DUPLICATION, DISTRIBUTION OR EXHIBITION MAY

	 RESULT IN CIVIL LIABILITY AND CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.
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