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SYNOPSIS

A second-rate cage fighter on the mixed martial arts circuit, Luke Wright lives a numbing life of routine beatings and chump change…until the day he blows a rigged fight. Wanting to make an example of him, the Russian Mafia murders his family and banishes him from his life forever, leaving Luke to wander the streets of New York destitute, haunted by guilt, and tormented by the knowledge that he will always be watched, and anyone he develops a relationship with will also be killed. 

 

But when he witnesses a frightened twelve-year-old Chinese girl, Mei, being pursued by the same gangsters who killed his wife, Luke impulsively jumps to action…and straight into the heart of a deadly high-stakes war. Mei, he discovers, is no ordinary girl, but an orphaned math prodigy forced to work for the Triads as a "counter." He discovers she holds in her memory a priceless numerical code that the Triads, the Russian mob and a corrupt faction of the NYPD will kill for. 

 

Realizing he’s the only person Mei can trust, Luke tears a swath through the city’s brutal underworld to save an innocent girl’s life…and perhaps even redeem his own.

Lionsgate and IM Global present in association with Automatik a Lawrence Bender production in association with Trigger Street Productions and 87Eleven, Inc. Written and directed by Boaz Yakin.

 

 
 

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

  

 

         Action star Jason Statham has built a legion of enthusiastic fans for his charismatic portrayals of hard-boiled men in favorites like The Transporter series, The Italian Job and The Expendables. But audiences will experience a new depth of his talent in writer/director Boaz Yakin’s new action-thriller, SAFE.  Statham brings a gritty, haunted intensity to Luke Wright, a former NYPD cop cum second-rate cage fighter whose wife has been murdered and his life destroyed by the Russian mob. With nothing to live for, Luke finds himself on a subway platform, staring at an oncoming train and contemplating suicide, a moment of hollow-eyed despair that Statham inhabits fully.

         “Luke is probably in the lowest position he could ever be in his life,” explains Statham. “He’s about to commit suicide. He’s ready to throw in the towel and there’s nothing worth living for.  That’s how we first meet him.” 

         But before Luke can end his misery, a chance encounter changes the course of his life and sends him down a path of brutal violence…and possibly redemption. His unlikely savior is a ten-year-old Chinese math prodigy named Mei. Kidnapped by Triad boss Han Jiao for her flawless numerical memory, Mei has been brought to America and forced to act as the organization’s “human ledger,” thereby eliminating the need for incriminating financial records of any kind. But the information Mei holds in her memory is also coveted by the Russian mob, and a botched abduction attempt sends her on the run…and right into Luke’s path.

         “Mei actually saves me,” says Statham. “I won’t explain how or we’d give too much away, but she’s being chased by the Russian mafia, the same guys who are responsible for murdering my wife.”
         SAFE’s writer/director sees the film as a relative rarity among action movies: an all-out genre piece that is powered by a full-blooded emotional core. “This is a film about a guy who has lost everything in his life,” says Yakin, “and through this chance encounter, he finds a reason to live again.  This little girl is in need and this broken character finds a way to help her.”

         From the project’s inception, Yakin and his producer, Lawrence Bender, agreed Statham was the actor who could embody Luke’s gritty physicality and also capture the depth of his grief. “I’ve always been so impressed with how dynamic Jason is, what a big presence he has on screen,” says Bender. “He has this unwavering authenticity to his characters.” 

         “This is a film where Jason is in his wheel house,” adds Yakin. “He plays a tough guy, and with the stunts and the action he’s meticulous to a crazy degree. But this is a much more vulnerable character than he usually plays. He really went for it and I think that’s going to surprise people.” 

         “Jason’s very focused, very concentrated in what he’s doing,” adds Bender. “At this moment in the story, Luke is completely empty inside, just blank, a black hole.  His pain is so severe that he can’t even allow himself to feel it. Jason portrays that void brilliantly.”

         Early in his career, Boaz Yakin made a name for himself as an action writer – he wrote the screenplays for The Punisher (1989) and Clint Eastwood’s The Rookie – but he’d never directed an action movie himself.  After making the sobering, emotionally exhausting drama Death In Love in 2008, Yakin was ready to try his hand at a genre piece.  “I wanted to make something that had a broader appeal, so I thought, ‘Let me see if I can write one of these scripts the way I used to write when I was starting out.’  As the story developed, I started to identify with the main character quite a bit, the process of pulling himself out of a dark place, putting one foot in front of the other and finding a reason to live and connect to life again.”

         For Yakin, SAFE’s vivid central relationship between Luke and Mei is the driving force of the film. “The idea of directing an action film was interesting, but unless there’s a strong emotional motivation for the action, it can be a lot like directing traffic,” admits the director. “I wanted every action scene in this film to come from an emotional need in the character.” 

         When he had finished writing the script, Yakin approached his friend and colleague, Lawrence Bender, with whom Yakin had made his debut feature, Fresh, and the Renee Zellweger-starring A Price Above Rubies. While he and Yakin hadn’t worked together in over ten years, Bender was eager to find something to rekindle their partnership. “Boaz has a great style as a writer and he’s a wonderful director,” says Bender. “So when he told me he wanted to make an action film that had an intense emotional through line, I couldn’t wait to read the script.” Bender, who has also produced some of the most original and successful action films in history, including Pulp Fiction, Reservoir Dogs, From Dusk Till Dawn, Kill Bill: Vols. 1 and 2 and Inglourious Basterds, immediately took on the project and approached Statham with an offer. 

         Finding the right 10-year-old actress to play Mei was the task of casting director Douglas Aibel, who worked with Yakin on Fresh and already demonstrated his extraordinary gift for casting children in films such as Signs, The Royal Tenenbaums and The Squid and the Whale. 

         Catherine Chan walked in on the first day of auditions and made a lasting impression on the filmmakers. “We auditioned many, many girls,” recalls Bender. “Catherine had the right amount of vulnerability but the right amount of fire, too. Her character moves from innocent to depressed to ‘Let’s do this!’ and that’s a lot of personality for a twelve-year-old.”

         “It was exciting; because it was my first time auditioning for a real movie,” remembers Chan, who is appearing in her debut feature film. “I was a little nervous, but I gave it my best shot.  I was so happy when I got the part.”

         “One of the charming aspects of working with Catherine is she’s only twelve, so she doesn’t have the baggage, all the layers of falseness that you can build as you spend years being an actor,” says Statham. “She has such purity. She’s not self-conscious in any way so she brings something really fresh.  It was a pleasure to be around.”
         Yakin agrees. “She doesn’t feel like an ‘actor;’ she feels like a real kid. She’s very powerful in her stillness. For me that’s one of the most important things: to find kids who can act when they’re not acting. Listening is the hardest thing you can do as an actor.”

         Veteran actor James Hong plays Han Jiao, the Triad boss who uses Mei as the guardian of his most valuable assets. “I was extremely glad that Boaz chose me to do this role,” says Hong.  “It was a challenge, as Mandarin is not my first language. But upon seeing footage of the film, I was very happy with my performance. Han Jiao comes across as a mean Triad boss, but with a very business-like sense of humor.”

         “It was important for the film that you feel an almost mythical presence to the part of Han Jiao,” says Yakin.  “I needed someone who felt a little bit bigger than life, and James really brought that.”

         Quan Chang, Mei’s guardian, is a slick Triad gangster – played by Reggie Lee – who adopts Mei to make her legal in the US. Lee explains, “After a year of fostering her in the US, my character begins to develop a fatherly instinct for her. At the same time, I still have to fulfill my job, which involves using her in very dangerous situations to get what Han Jiao wants. I've done action films before, but never one with a character that had as much depth and nuance as Chang.  Credit goes to Boaz Yakin for making the characters in this action film have so many colors and emotional challenges.”  

         “Reggie is a very talented actor,” reports Yakin.  “He would walk on the set and start doing his scene and everyone would just stop what they were doing to watch him.”

         On the run from the Triads and the Russian mob, Luke reaches out to his old boss and nemesis, NYPD Police Captain Wolf, played by Robert John Burke. Wolf, however, has his own interests in mind. “Captain Wolf is Captain Nefarious, really,” chuckles Burke. “Wolf doesn't feel he's gotten his due. His City Police check isn't cutting it any longer so he's going do whatever it takes to supplement it. He cleverly plays one side against the other until Luke gets the last word.”

         Burke raves about his experience working with Statham. “He’s a consummate professional – smart, funny, sharp, creative, hard-working, and does not settle for mediocrity. He is gifted and extremely generous. He brings more energy to a scene than any ten actors put together.”

         Rounding out the supporting cast is veteran stage and film actor Chris Sarandon as corrupt Mayor Tramello, who holds the classified information for which the Triads are willing to pay $30 million in cash. “Chris has done so much great work in his career,” says Yakin. “This film’s inspirations are definitely The Seven-Ups and The French Connection, and Chris did some great work in a few of those movies. So I liked bringing his energy to the film.”

         With the cast in place, the filmmakers began to tackle all of the logistical challenges that Yakin’s action-packed script posed to the production. Recalls Bender, “As we started to work together, it became clear that Boaz had some really original ideas about the action.  His storyboards were amazing.”

         In an effort to give the film a unique feel, Yakin chose to film most of the choreographed action in long takes rather than resorting to edits to create action effects. Recalls Statham, “It’s a very difficult thing to do because there are so many elements that can go wrong. But Boaz had the tenacity to get it right and it was just brilliant.  Some of the sequences that we did were quite lengthy.” 

         Yakin relied heavily on the expertise of stunt coordinators Chad Stahelksi, Brad Martin and J.J. “Loco” Perry from the company, 8711 Action Design. Says Yakin, “They came up with new and different ways of doing things that really worked and were unexpected. They would go off and shoot test scenes and pre-visualizations and take our ideas and bring them to another level.  The collaboration was fantastic. The action is really good. I don’t think there’s anyone better at it than they are.”  

         Statham, who is certainly no stranger to action filmmaking, agrees. “Chad, J.J. and Brad all come with such amazing experience. They know what they’re doing and have spent years going through every type of martial art, every aspect of choreography, all the dangerous stunts. They live and breathe what they do. Working alongside them was very inspiring.”
         Crafting the look of the film involved many hours of discussion between Yakin, Bender, Director of Photography Stefan Czapsky, ASC and Production Designer Joseph Nemec III. “We looked at some ‘70s New York films together,” says Yakin. “I like to use very long and wide lenses so that the film sort of bounces back and forth between a very intimate look and a more revealing look, but not give that comfortable middle ground.”

         “We were often working with more than one camera,” Yakin continues, “and Stefan had a way of getting the second camera to tell the story as well as the first camera. I work with a very specific shot list that I put together before filming, and Stefan was able to take the ideas from that shot list and bring something else to it. A different look or take on it. It was extremely effective. He is really, really, really good and the film looks great.”

         Production Designer Nemec was faced with the challenge of creating a world that is textured and gritty and evokes New York as it appears in the films of the ‘70s and early ‘80s. “There’s a certain quality about the film The French Connection that Boaz liked, and we wanted to keep that in mind,” explains Nemec. “We took out a lot of the greens, a lot of the blues and kept things more browns and tans and creams.”

         Though the film is set in New York, filming took place in both New York and Philadelphia. ”We shot all our exteriors in New York,” explains Yakin. “We wanted to shoot everything in New York, but it’s difficult. The streets are hard to control and the people are a little jaded with film crews working here. But the Mayor and the city of Philadelphia went out of their way to accommodate us. They would let us shut down streets.  They were always asking us what they could do to help as opposed to making us feel we were a burden.  Shooting there turned out to be great and I’m grateful for the help they gave us.”

         One of the largest sets was the Triad’s casino, which was built inside of Girard College. “We used one of the buildings and some of the existing structure that was there, and basically built a stage set inside that,” says Nemec. “It’s an illegal underground gambling establishment that kind of looks like a speakeasy. Back in the days of Prohibition, they’d have hidden clubs that you would come in through a very non-descript entrance, but once inside it was a nice place.”

         Other locations included Luke Wright’s home, which was filmed in Holmes, PA, a casino in Bensalem, PA, and The Bellevue Hotel in downtown Philadelphia.  The Bloomfield Estate in Villanova filled in for New York’s mayoral residence, Gracie Mansion.

         Statham particularly enjoyed working in New York, which is Yakin’s hometown. “We had such a good time working there,” says the actor. “It’s Boaz’s city and he knows it so well. One of the best experiences you can have as an actor is to work with a writer/director. There’s no substitute for that because they’re constantly enhancing the script, taking out what doesn’t work. It’s just honed and honed hour by hour and you only get that collaboration with a guy who’s in control of his own material.”
         Academy Award®-winning costume designer Ann Roth impressed Yakin with her strong, character-driven designs. “Ann was a revelation,” says the director. “I’ve worked with some really good costume designers in the past.  But when Ann costumes someone, that costume contributes to the character’s inner-life. I’ve never quite seen someone do it the way she does it. An actor that would do good work in rehearsal would come in wearing her costume and suddenly it was – bang – that’s the character. I was just knocked out by her work.”

         When production was completed, Bender and Yakin approached Frederic Thoraval to edit the film. “Frederic edited Taken,” says Yakin. “I saw it and what really impressed me was the editing. Frederic has a way with editing not just action, but pace and a combination of real French New Wave looseness, jump-cutting and all that, with an eye on keeping the emotional focus on what’s going on that I just love.  I would work with Frederic again in a heartbeat.”

         The director was equally thrilled to have the prolific Mark Mothersbaugh on board to compose the score. “I would never have thought of Mark for this film,” admits Yakin. “He’s known for his charm, lightness and humor.  He’s done all of Wes Anderson’s movies.”

         But Mothersbaugh was eager to try his hand at a different film genre and even offered to compose a temp score to prove he was the man for the job. “Boaz gave me a script and I looked at some scenes.  We talked a little conceptually about it and I went and did some sketches for it – music sketches that I recorded in my studio on electronic instruments, samplers, guitars, things like that.”

         Yakin and Bender were immediately convinced upon hearing Mothersbaugh’s work. “The music was just really exciting,” says Yakin. “Mark really proved that he had the range.” Mothersbaugh created a final score that mixed orchestral sounds “reminiscent of ‘70s chase movies” with contemporary elements. “I’ve worked with a lot of directors and I found Boaz to be really refreshing,” Mothersbaugh says. “It’s nice when you find a director who knows what he wants to hear.  He was always very enthusiastic and he brought a lot to the project. He’s someone I hope I get to work with again.”

         Now that post-production is complete, writer/director Boaz Yakin hopes the final film will readily satisfy action fans while also offering audiences a central character they can relate to deeply. “Luke’s journey is an extreme one, but it’s one that I think people will recognize and understand and hopefully invest in,” says the director. “When you have that kind of connection with the central character, then the stakes are higher, the action hits harder. If I manage to make that happen, I’m happy.”

ABOUT THE CAST

Born in Sydenham, England, JASON STATHAM (Luke Wright) was one of the top divers on the British team, eventually placing 12th in the world.  While training at the famed Crystal Palace National Sport Center in London, film crews and photographers pursued him as new talent and he eventually met the executive producer of the film “Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels.”  Jason then met with director, Guy Ritchie, who gave him his first role.  He went on to work with Ritchie again in “Snatch,” starring opposite Brad Pitt and Benicio Del Toro.  In 2002, he was cast by Luc Besson in the title role of ‘Frank Martin’ in “The Transporter.”  He starred as ‘Handsome Rob’ in the summer 2003 blockbuster remake of “The Italian Job,” and as the adrenaline-compromised action hero of “Crank.”  Statham then returned as ‘Frank Martin’ in “Transporter 2.”  In 2008, Statham starred in Roger Donaldson's “The Bank Job,” the critically acclaimed true story of the 1971 Baker Street bank robbery.  Statham also starred in the Universal Pictures remake of “Death Race,” before returning for the third installment in “The Transporter” franchise.  He next reprised the role of ‘Chev Chelios’ in “Crank 2: High Voltage,” and then teamed up with some of the world's biggest fellow action stars for Sylvester Stallone's “The Expendables,” followed by the remake of “The Mechanic” which originally starred Charles Bronson as the profession hit man ‘Arthur Bishop.’  Statham filled the shoes of Ken Bruen's creation of "British Detective Brant" in the adaptation of the UK crime thriller “Blitz.”  Statham was last seen in “Killer Elite,” and most recently wrapped production on “The Expendables 2.”  He has upcoming “Parker,” written by John McLaughlin, based on the series of novels by Donald Westlake, which co-stars Jennifer Lopez and Nick Nolte, and is directed by Taylor Hackford.

A veteran of both television and film, ROBERT JOHN BURKE (Captain Wolf) most recently appeared in the film “Limitless.”  Other screen credits include “Munich,” “Brooklyn’s Finest,” “Good Night and Good Luck,” Hide and Seek” and “Robocop 3.”  Burke currently recurs on the shows “Person of Interest” and “Army Wives.”  He has made a number of notable television appearances on “Gossip Girl,” “Rescue Me,” “White Collar,” “Law & Order SVU,” “Blue Bloods,” “Oz” and “Sex and the City.”
Born in West Virginia of Greek parentage, CHRIS SARANDON (Mayor Tramello) had his first major theatrical experience at West Virginia University in his junior year. "I took a theater class for what I thought would be an easy credit, while I was more or less majoring in popularity and school politics. That changed quickly."  Sarandon subsequently attended the MFA program at Catholic University and became a member of the University's National Players, a troupe that toured the U.S. for a year presenting plays by Shakespeare and Moliere.

Following work with an improv theater company in Washington, D.C., and the Long Wharf Theatre in New Haven, Sarandon moved to New York where he began working on stage, in television and movies.

On Broadway he appeared in the original production of the musical "The Rothschilds" and the highly successful “Two Gentlemen of Verona,” and “Censored Scenes from King Kong” with Carrie Fisher.

In his first film appearance, his brief but unforgettable performance as Al Pacino's lover ‘Leon’ in "Dog Day Afternoon" garnered him an Academy Award® nomination for Best Supporting Actor. 

Following that less-than-humble beginning, Sarandon has gone on to a career that has spanned four decades, appearing in over 100 films, television shows, and theater productions, building a body of work that includes numerous iconic performances including ‘Prince Humperdink’ in "The Princess Bride," ‘Jerry Dandridge’ in the original "Fright Night," and ‘Jack Skellington’ in “The Nightmare Before Christmas."

Most recently Sarandon has returned to his roots, appearing in a string of productions on Broadway including "Cyrano" with Kevin Kline, "The Light in the Piazza," and in Off Broadway starring with Carrey Mulligan in the highly acclaimed "Through a Glass Darkly."

Chris Sarandon lives in Connecticut, and is married to actress/writer Joanna Gleason. They have four grown children between them and don't take things too seriously.
ANSON MOUNT (Alex Rosen) can currently be seen in the starring role in AMC’s new series “Hell on Wheels.”  He was most recently seen in the feature films “Straw Dogs” opposite James Woods, “Burning Palms” opposite Zoe Saldana, and “Cook County,” on which he also served as producer.  He also recently wrapped production on the upcoming feature films “Hick” opposite Alec Baldwin, “Code Name: Geronimo,” opposite Cam Gigandet, and “Safe,” opposite Jason Statham.   He is widely known for his starring role as Deputy District Attorney Jim Steele on the 2006 NBC Television Drama “Conviction” from producer Dick Wolfe. 

Mount made his feature film debut in the starring role as ‘Tully Coats’ in the independent film “Tully.”  He received critical praise for his performance and the film won several Film Festival awards as well as several nominations for the Independent Spirit Awards.  The Daily Variety said “with a cockiness and charm similar to Hollywood’s best leading men, Mount is stellar as a troubled soul…” and the Hollywood Reporter said “Mount is impressive in a meaty role, exuding strength and confidence that should win him ardent fans.”  

Following his debut, Mount was next seen starring opposite Britney Spears in Paramount Pictures’ “Crossroads,” directed by Tamara Davis.  He also played opposite Robert DeNiro in the Warner Bros. film “City By the Sea,” directed by Michael Caton-Jones.  

His other film credits include the 2007 independent film “Poolhall Junkies,” opposite Christopher Walken, and “Urban Legends: Final Cut” for Columbia Pictures.  He appeared in “In her Shoes” opposite Cameron Diaz and filmed starring roles in “Warrior Class,” “Walk the Talk,” and “All the Boys Love Mandy Lane.” He also co-starred in the Miramax film “Battle of Shaker Heights,” as seen on the HBO series “Project Greenlight.”

Anson starred in the ABC series “Line of Fire,” touted by the Miami Herald as, “the best new drama of the year.” Previous to this, Mount grabbed attention for his recurring role on NBC’s “Third Watch,” as well as guest appearances on such critically acclaimed series as HBO’s “Sex in the City,” CBS’s “CSI: Miami,” ABC’s “Dollhouse,” FOX’s “Dollhouse” and “Ally McBeal” and the WB’s “Smallville.”

Although Mount is best known for work in film and television, he continues to build his theatre career, most recently having performed in Three Sisters for Classic Stage opposite Peter Saarsgard and Maggie Gyllenhaal, directed by Austin Pendleton.  Other recent theater projects include Lanford Wilson’s Fifth of July at the Bay Street Theatre, directed by Terry Kinney and Eugene O’Neill’s Mourning Becomes Electra for The New Group.  He also appeared opposite Alan Cumming and Steven Spinella in the first English-speaking production of Jean Genet’s “Elle,” which received critical acclaim by the New York Times and Time Out Magazine.  Mount received the 1998 Drama League Award for originating and starring as ‘Joshua’ in the off-Broadway production of Terrence McNally’s controversial play Corpus Christi.  He also performed in the Public Theater’s production of Cymbeline and The Caucasian Chalk Circle at La Mama/ETC, both directed by Andrei Serban.

Born in White Bluff, Tennessee, Mount holds a Master of Fine Arts in Acting from Columbia University, where he now serves as an Associate Adjunct Professor.  He currently resides in New York.

With a career spanning nearly 60 years, JAMES HONG (Han Jiao) has appeared in over 500 feature films and television shows.  Starring in celebrated films such as “Blade Runner,” “Chinatown,” and cult classic “Big Trouble in Little China,” James has created countless iconic characters throughout his career.  Most recently, this in-demand actor can be seen in blockbusters such as “Kung Fu Panda” along “Kung Fu Panda 2,” along with “The Day the Earth Stood Still.” He just finished principal photography on the new Ryan Reynolds film, “R.I.P.D.”

As a veteran to both the big and small screens, James Hong has proven to be one of the world’s most prolific actors.  James has appeared in some of the most unforgettable films such as “Balls of Fury,” “The Golden Child,” “Black Widow,” “Wayne’s World 2,” “The In-Laws,” “Red Corner,” “Mulan,” “Airplane!,” “The Two Jakes,” “Revenge of the Nerds 2” and “Breathless.” 

James also made his mark in current and classic television hits such as “The West Wing,” “The Big Bang Theory,” “Chuck,” “Bones,” “The X-Files,” “Law & Order,” “Malcolm in the Middle,” “Friends,” “Seinfeld,” “The Rockford Files,” “Charlie's Angels,” “Taxi,” “Dynasty,” “The New Adventures of Wonder Woman,” “Starsky & Hutch,” “All in the Family,” “Hawaii Five-O” and “Mission Impossible,” to name but a few. 

Already a living legend in the Asian American community, this Minnesota native and USC graduate co-founded The East-West Players, the first and oldest Asian American Theater group in Los Angeles. He is currently preparing to shoot a film of his own.

REGGIE LEE (Quan Chang) is once again gracing the small screen as Sgt. Wu on NBC’s hit Sci-Fi police drama “Grimm”.  Reggie is best known for his role as Secret Service Agent Bill Kim on FOX's hit show "Prison Break" and for playing Chow Yun Fat's villainous right hand man Tai Huang in “Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End.”  More recently, he starred in Sam Raimi's “Drag Me To Hell,” “Life As We Know It” with Katherine Heigl, and just finished filming “Here Comes the Boom” with Kevin James and Salma Hayek and the much-anticipated “The Dark Knight Rises” with Christian Bale, Joseph Gordon Levitt, and Gary Oldman.

Since having starred as Lance Nguyen - the snakeskin-wearing, motorcycle-riding, cold-blooded killer - in Universal's high-octane blockbuster “The Fast and the Furious” in 2001, Lee has had memorable roles opposite Alison Lohman and Justin Long in Sam Raimi’s thriller for Universal Pictures, “Drag Me to Hell” and in Ben Stiller’s directorial debut, “Tropic Thunder,” opposite Ben Stiller, Jack Black, and Robert Downey Jr.
On television, Lee portrayed the role of Zhing Zhang in the Fox comedy “Luis.”  He also appeared as Officer Jim Chang on Lifetime’s “The Division,” Dr. Oliver Lee on “Judging Amy” and Assistant District Attorney Brian Chin on “Philly.”  Most recently, Reggie had regular and recurring roles on NBC’s “Persons Unknown” and ABC’s “No Ordinary Family.”

Additionally, he has guest-starred on more than 20 television shows, including “ER,” “Ellen Again,” “Strong Medicine,” “Mad About You,” “Walker, Texas Ranger,” “Diagnosis Murder,” “Chicago Hope,” “Beverly Hills 90210,” “Babylon 5,” “Party of Five” and “The Magic Pearl,” the first all-Asian animation for TV.

Born in Quezon City, Philippines, Lee is the eldest of three sons and in addition to English, continues to speak Tagalog, and conversational Mandarin and Cantonese.  As a child, the family moved to Cleveland, Ohio where Lee graduated from a Franciscan High School .  The 1990s found him relocating to Los Angeles where he immediately found work in television and theatre.  He then hit the road and toured nationally in the musical “Heartstrings,” and later in “Miss Saigon" and was ultimately cast in the original company of the 1994 Tony-Award-Winning Broadway revival of Rodgers and Hammsterstein’s “Carousel.”  In 1997, Lee received a Dramalogue Critics Award for his performance in “F.O.B.” at East West Players and continues to be active with the nation's leading Asian American theatre.
SÁNDOR TÉCSY (Emile Docheski) - Bio Forthcoming 

JOSEPH SIKORA (Vassily Docheski) just completed filming a major role in Paramount Pictures’ “One Shot” starring Tom Cruise and directed by Christopher McQuarrie.  Born in Chicago, he studied improv and acting at Columbia College and scored a Jefferson nomination for one of the many plays he starred in within the prestigious Chicago theatre community.  In Los Angeles, he worked at the Geffen Playhouse and won an L.A. Theatre Ovation Award for his performance in “Killer Joe” at the Lost Angeles Theatre.  In television he’s been seen guest starring in over two dozen television programs, including Martin Scorsese’ pilot episode of “Boardwalk Empire,” “CSI: NY,” “CSI: Miami,” “Criminal Minds,” “Law and Order: SVU” and “Grey's Anatomy” and starred opposite Jessica Lange and Tom Wilkinson  in the highly controversial  HBO film “Normal.”  Sikora who was also seen in Scorsese “Shutter Island” was last featured in David Schwimmer's directorial debut “Trust” opposite Clive Owens.  Sikora, based in New York, has an uncanny ability to speak with just about any accent necessary.
DANNY HOCH (Julius Borkow) is an actor, playwright and director whose plays “Pot Melting,” “Some People,” and “Jails, Hospitals, Hip-Hop” have garnered many awards including two OBIES, an NEA Solo Theatre Fellowship, Sundance Writers Fellowship, CalArts/Alpert Award In Theatre and a Tennessee Williams Fellowship. His theatre work has toured to 50 U.S. cities and 15 countries. His credits for film and television include “Bamboozled,” “Washington Heights,” “Prison Song,” “Some People,” “Subway Stories,” “Thin Red Line,” “Whiteboys,” “Blackhawk Down,” “American Splendor,” “War Of The Worlds,” “Lucky You,” “HBO Def Poetry,” the film version of “Jails, Hospitals & Hip-Hop,” “We Own The Night,” and “Henry's Crime.”  Danny performed recently as part of the original cast for Ethan Coen and Woody Allen's play “Relatively Speaking” on Broadway, directed by John Turturro.  Mr. Hoch founded the Hip-Hop Theater Festival in 2000 which has since presented over 100 Hip-Hop Generation plays from around the globe and now appears annually in New York, Chicago, DC and San Francisco/Oakland. He directed Will Power's hit show “Flow” at New York Theatre Workshop, as well as the bilingual “Representa” at the SFIAF, and his own “Till The Break Of Dawn” at New York’s Abrons Arts Center in 2007. He was the 2007 Sundance Theatre Lab’s Playwright-In-Residence and was awarded a 2008 Guggenheim Fellowship for Drama. His latest play, “Taking Over,” about gentrification had sold out runs at Berkeley Rep, The Kirk Douglas in Los Angeles and New York City’s Public Theater.
MATT O’TOOLE (Detective Lasky) was born in Hartford, Connecticut and grew up close by in the sleepy Farmington River Valley with his grandparents, mother and three brothers.  His passions were swimming, perhaps the Olympics, and theatre, perhaps Broadway and Hollywood.  He holds a B.A. from The College of the Holy Cross and his law degree from Antioch School of Law.  He credits his playing the violin through high school and singing in the church choir for his musical ear and the nerve to audition and work in summer stock musical theatre.  A brief time as an attorney working at the American Medical Association brought him to Chicago.  It was there that his theater interests led him to improvisational theater studying with Del Close at Second City.  In N.Y.C. he studied with Geraldine Page and Carlin Glynn while also enrolled at H.B. Studios studying with Stephen Strimpell. Also in New York, he was on stage at the Mirror Repertory directed by John Strasberg and at the Actor’s Studio with Peter Masterson directing.  In Los Angeles, he continued to study and work on stage productions mentored by Peter Flood, among others.  Included in his many TV and film roles, Matt can be seen riding into Dodge in “Wyatt Earp” or making his “stand” in “Last Man Standing.” However, Matt is especially known for his villainous recurring character arch of ‘Paul Millander’ on “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation.” Often being shot at or doing the shooting, Matt feels fortunate to have played a wide range of characters in his work.  Watch for him in a comic turn with Will Ferrell in “Tim and Eric’s Billion Dollar Movie.”

CATHERINE CHAN (Mei) is a vivacious and engaging young actress who is breaking onto the scene in her starring role opposite Jason Statham in “Safe.” She loves to dance (ballet & hip hop), rollerblade, and swim.  Catherine currently resides with her family in Los Angeles.
Jay Giannone (Detective Kolfax) grew up in the Old Harbor Projects of South Boston.  In 2006 he served as technical advisor to Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio on the feature film "The Departed," offering his insights on South Boston's Irish mob politics.  Giannone's perspective contributed significantly to DiCaprio's grasp of the role of ‘Billy,’ an undercover State Police officer.  In 2009 he wrote and directed "Diamond In The Rough," a short film which won the Boston Film Night Audience Award.  That same year he also wrote, directed, produced and starred in the full length feature "Scalpers" based on his real life experience as a sports ticket scalper in Boston.  As an actor, he has appeared in several television shows including the HBO hit series "Entourage" which was based on the real Hollywood life experience with childhood friend Mark Wahlberg.  His feature film roles include box office hits "Confidence," "Gone Baby Gone," "Three Kings" and "The Game Plan." Giannone recently wrapped filming of "The Iceman," directed by Ariel Vromen.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

A writer and director with a gift for dealing with controversial issues on personal, human terms, BOAZ YAKIN (Writer/Director) was born in New York City. Yakin’s parents had a creative bent - they met in Paris while both were studying mime and movement for actors with Etienne Decroux.  After graduating from high school, Yakin opted to study filmmaking at New York City College. He soon moved on to New York University and made his first deal for a screenplay at the age of 19. Yakin worked in the film business helping to develop projects for several companies and saw his first screenplay reach the screen when “The Punisher,” a vehicle for Dolph Lundgren, was released. A year later, Yakin’s next screenplay, “The Rookie,” arrived in theatres, starring Clint Eastwood and Charlie Sheen.
 
Wanting to take on more personal material, Yakin directed his own screenplay, “Fresh,” attracting talent such as Samuel L. Jackson and Giancarlo Esposito to star in it.  The film won critical raves, earning the Filmmaker’s Trophy at the 1994 Sundance Film Festival, as well as prizes in the Tokyo film festival and other festivals throughout Europe. Yakin's experiences with the Chassidic community informed his next directorial effort, “A Price above Rubies,” which was released by Miramax Films.
 
Yakin next took on his first studio project; “Remember the Titans,” starring Denzel Washington, for producer Jerry Bruckheimer. The film was a box-office success, and a perennial audience favorite.  He then made a foray into comedy with “Uptown Girls,” starring Brittany Murphy and Dakota Fanning.  As a producer, Yakin formed the company “Raw Nerve” with partners Eli Roth and Scott Spiegel, from which they unleashed the “Hostel” films on the world.  Most recently he wrote, produced and directed “Death in Love,” a controversial film that had its premiere at the 2009 Sundance film festival.
LAWRENCE BENDER (Producer), producer and political activist, has a career that spans two decades of producing highly successful films. His films to date, including such hits as “Inglourious Basterds,” “Pulp Fiction” and “Good Will Hunting,” have been honored with 29 Academy Award® nominations, including three for Best Picture, and have won 6.  His film “An Inconvenient Truth,” which raised unprecedented awareness about climate change, won the Academy Award® for Best Documentary Feature.  His new documentary, “Countdown to Zero,” which features Tony Blair, Presidents, Musharef, Gorbachev, De Klerk, and Carter among others, details the urgent risk posed by proliferation, terrorism, and accidental use of nuclear weapons.  Other films include “From Dusk Till Dawn” (1996), “Anna and the King” (1999), “The Mexican” (2001), “Innocent Voices” (2004), and Quentin Tarantino’s “Reservoir Dogs” (1992),”Jackie Brown” (1997), “Kill Bill: Vol. 1” (2003) and  “Kill Bill: Vol. 2” (2004).  Lawrence has also produced “Havana Nights:  Dirty Dancing 2,” “Knockaround Guys,” “A Price above Rubies,” “White Man’s Burden,” “Killing Zoe” and “Fresh.” 

 
Bender is also a passionate social and political activist.  In 2003, Bender co-founded the Detroit Project, targeting the gas-guzzling SUV. He also traveled to the Middle East with the Israeli Policy Forum.  In addition, Bender is on the Advisory Board to the Dean at Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of Government and serves on the board of The Creative Coalition. He is a member of Council on Foreign Relations the Pacific Council. He is a recipient of the Torch of Liberty Award from the ACLU and spends much of his time throwing fundraisers for political and social causes in Los Angeles, where he calls home.

DANA BRUNETTI (Producer) is the president of Trigger Street Productions, a production company founded by Kevin Spacey in 1997. 

In 2009, he produced the film “The Social Network,” the story of how Facebook was created.  The film was directed by David Fincher, written by Aaron Sorkin and based on Ben Mezrich's Book, The Accidental Billionaires.  This year, he is producing “Captain Phillips” starring Tom Hanks and directed by Paul Greengrass as well as the new streaming-only Netflix show “House of Cards” with David Fincher and Kevin Spacey.

Dana has produced countless of other films including “21,” which was based off his New York Times best-selling book Bringing Down The House.  His repertoire also includes “Fanboys,” “Shrink,” the Emmy-nominated “Bernard and Doris,” “Shrink,” “Casino Jack,” “Mini's First Time,” “The Sasquatch Gang,” and the documentaries “Uncle Frank” and “Rebuilds: A Year at Ground Zero.”
STUART FORD (Executive Producer) is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of IM Global, one of Hollywood’s leading independent film financing, production and international sales companies. The company was created in April 2007 and has offices in Los Angeles, London and Mumbai. 

In its five years of existence IM Global has quickly risen to become one of the most high profile and active companies in the international film world. The company is recognized as one of the elite international sales businesses globally – Ford was profiled by the Hollywood Reporter in May of 2010 as one of the international industry’s “Super Agents.” Through its Opus, Octane, Acclaim and Anthem labels IM Global typically handles 12-15 wide release, genre, arthouse and foreign language films a year. 

The company is also a prolific financier or co-financier of feature films. Ford is an Executive Producer on many of IM Global’s films which will enjoy wide releases in 2012, including action thriller “Bullet to The Head” starring Sylvester Stallone; as well as 3D sci-fi comic book adaptation “Dredd” starring Karl Urban; and British thriller “Welcome to the Punch,” starring James McAvoy, Mark Strong and Andrea Riseborough.  Ford is also an Executive Producer on the 3D CGI feature “Walking With Dinosaurs” and 3D African wildlife feature “Enchanted Kingdom,” which are part of a $100m co-production and distribution joint venture with shareholder Reliance Entertainment and BBC Worldwide.

IM Global additionally has a production joint venture will Alliance Films called Automatik which currently has four genre films in production from directors such as Scott Derrickson, Rob Zombie, Barry Levinson and Jay Chandrasekhur and which enjoyed worldwide box office success in 2011 with “Insidious.”  The company’s Apsara Distribution subsidiary is a distribution label that handles both the company’s own films and high profile third party titles such as “The Fighter,” “Scream 4” and “Skyline” in India, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and a variety of other emerging Asian markets.

Aside from overseeing IM Global’s day to day production, financing, foreign sales, acquisitions, marketing, publicity, financial and legal operations, Ford is a regular speaker, panelist and broadcaster around the globe on the subjects of film distribution and financing, the evolution of digital technologies within the entertainment world and on the evolving cultural and technological issues influencing the global film industry. In late 2010 the UK’s The Guardian newspaper listed Ford as one of the 50 most influential individuals in global cinema.   

Ford began his career in the early nineties as an entertainment attorney in London before moving to New York in 1997 to join Harvey and Bob Weinstein’s Miramax Films. In 7 years at Miramax Ford filled a variety of senior roles including as Co-Head of the company’s Acquisitions division and as Co-Head of the company’s international sales and distribution operation Miramax International. During this period he was profiled by The Hollywood Reporter as one of the industry’s top executives under 35. 

After leaving Miramax Ford briefly served as President of veteran sales company First Look International before going on to start IM Global.  In March 2010 Ford sold a majority stake in the company to Reliance Entertainment, a subsidiary of Indian communications, financial services, construction, textiles, energy, media and entertainment conglomerate Reliance ADA. Reliance’s other significant Hollywood investment is in Steven Spielberg and Stacey Snider’s Dreamworks Studios.

Ford was educated at the Bluecoat School in Liverpool, England and later obtained both a BA and an MA in Law from St. Edmund Hall, Oxford University. Ford lives in Los Angeles with his wife and two young sons. 

BRAIN KAVANAUGH-JONES (Executive Producer) is currently the president of Automatik, a Los Angeles based production and financing company. Automatik is a joint venture between IM Global and Alliance Films.

Kavanaugh-Jones executive produced “Insidious,” 2011's most profitable film, directed by Saw's James Wan and produced alongside Jason Blum, as well as Jeff Nichols' “Take Shelter” and the Strause Brothers' “Skyline.”  Some of Automatik's upcoming films to be released in 2012 include “Safe,” starring Jason Statham, directed by Boaz Yakin; “A Bullet To The Head,” starring Sylvestor Stallone, directed by Walter Hill; “Welcome To The Punch,” starring James McAvoy and Mark Strong, directed by Eran Creevy; “The Bay,” directed by Barry Levinson; “Lords Of Salen,” directed by Rob Zombie.  Currently, Automatik is in production on several other features as well, including: “Dead Man Down,” starring Colin Farrell and Noomi Rapace, to be directed by Niels Arden Oplev and “Hummingbird,” starring Jason Statham, to be directed by Steven Knight.

KEVIN SPACEY (Executive Producer) is Artistic Director of The Old Vic Theatre Company in London.  Since taking on the assignment in 2003 he has appeared in productions of “National Anthems,” “The Philadelphia Story,” “Richard II,” “A Moon for the Misbegotten,” which subsequently transferred to Broadway, “Speed-the-Plow” with Jeff Goldblum and “Inherit the Wind.”  Previous theatre includes “The Iceman Cometh” (Evening Standard and Olivier Awards for Best Actor); “Lost in Yonkers” (Tony Award, Best Supporting Actor); “Long Day’s Journey into Night” with Jack Lemmon, directed by Jonathan Miller (Broadway and West End). He most recently spent the past 10 months touring to 12 cities around the world as the title role in the Old Vic/BAM production of “Richard III,” the final year of the Bridge Project directed by Sam Mendes.

Films include “The Usual Suspects” (Academy Award, Best Supporting Actor), “American Beauty” (Academy Award, Best Actor), “Swimming with Sharks,” “Se7en,” “LA Confidential,” “Glengarry Glen Ross,” “The Negotiator,” “K-Pax,” “The Shipping News,” “Superman Returns,” “Beyond the Sea,” “Shrink,” “The Men Who Stare at Goats,” “Casino Jack,” “Horrible Bosses” and “Margin Call.”

His film company Trigger Street Productions has produced the films “21,” “The United States of Leland,” “The Big Kahuna,” “Fanboys,” “Recount” for HBO, which received 11 Emmy nominations and won Best Picture Emmy for the HBO film about the 2000 Presidential Election. In addition Trigger Street’s “Bernard & Doris” starring Ralph Feinnes and Susan Sarandon received 10 Emmy nominations, also for HBO. And last year’s Golden Globe winner for Best Picture, “The Social Network” - which was nominated for eight Academy Awards, was produced by Kevin’s producing partner Dana Brunetti. The story of the founding of Facebook, directed by David Fincher, and written by Aaron Sorkin was hailed by dozens of critic organizations as the best picture of the year. This year he beings shooting the US adaptation of the British series “House of Cards” for Netflix, to be directed by David Fincher, which Trigger Street will Produce.

DEEPAK NAYAR (Executive Producer) is one of the industry’s most respected independent producers, having worked with some of the most exciting and esteemed directors, including David Lynch, Wim Wenders, Paul Schrader and Gurinder Chadha. 
Nayar began his career in his native India, collaborating with the Merchant Ivory group on films including “Heat & Dust, “The Deceivers” and “The Perfect Murder.” After a move to Los Angeles, he set up his own production company, Kintop Pictures. In 1997, he produced David Lynch’s highly acclaimed “Lost Highway,” followed by “The Million Dollar Hotel,” which he produced alongside Bono (U2) and starring Mel Gibson.
His collaboration with Wim Wenders earned an Oscar nomination for “The Buena Vista Social Club” and a Grammy nomination for the music video “Teatro.”
In 2001, he produced the hugely successful “Bend It Like Beckham,” earning both Golden Globe and BAFTA nominations. He followed this with Gurinder Chadha’s cross-cultural box office hit “Bride and Prejudice.”
Some of his other notable films have been Paul Schrader’s thriller “The Walker,” Wim Wender’s “End of Violence,” Mika Kaurismaki’s “LA Without A Map” and Gurinder Chadha's “Mistress of Spices.”

Besides working with auteur film makers, Nayar has given many first time filmmakers their first breaks, among them “Harlem Aria” with Williams Jennings, Matt Dillon’s directorial debut “City of Ghosts,” Jonathan Newman’s “Swinging With The Finkels” and Mahesh Mathai’s “Bhopal Express” and “Broken Thread,” and very recently Eli Craig’s directorial debut “Tucker and Dale vs. Evil,” which won the Audience Award at SXSW (2010) and premiered at The Sundance Film Festival. 

He is currently working alongside Reliance Entertainment as an Executive Producer.  His slate of current feature films in production include “Dredd 3D” starring Karl Urban, “Bullet To The Head” starring Sylvester Stallone, “Walking with Dinosaurs 3D” and “Enchanted Kingdom” along with “Jesus Henry Christ.”

His upcoming features are “Hummingbird” starring Jason Statham, and “Dead Man Down” starring Colin Farrell.

He has had a notable career in TV production producing episodic shows like “On The Air” for ABC, “Hotel Malibu” and “Second Chances” with CBS, “Hotel Room” for HBO and “White Dwarf” with Fox.

In addition to producing films, Nayar is the co-founder of Filmaka, an award-winning global digital entertainment studio. Filmaka produces multi-platform branded and non-branded entertainment content through an online community of filmmakers in over 150 countries.

Nayar also co-founded India Take One Productions, a production services company based in Los Angeles and India. India Take One has worked on films such as “Holy Smoke,” “Alexander the Great,” “Slumdog Millionaire,” “Eat, Pray, Love,” “Mission Impossible 4,” “Life of Pi” and “Marigold Hotel.”
 

A New York native and twenty year veteran of the film industry, JOSEPH N. ZOLFO (Co- Producer) has amassed a wealth of experience having worked on over 50 film and television projects. 

Mr. Zolfo’s feature film producing credits include “Marie and Bruce” written by Wallace Shawn, starring Julianne Moore and Matthew Broderick; “Wedding Daze” directed by Michael Ian Black, starring Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher; “The Girl in the Park” written and directed by Pulitzer Prize winner David Auburn starring Sigourney Weaver and Kate Bosworth 

Mr. Zolfo collaborated with “Safe” writer/director Boaz Yakin on the 2008 Sundance Premiere “Death in Love,” starring Jacqueline Bisset and Josh Lucas. 

Mr. Zolfo’s television producing credits include the HBO series “How to Make it in America” starring Bryan Greenberg, Lake Bell, Kid Cudi and Luis Guzman.  His other credits include “Life on Mars” starring Jason O’Mara, Michael Imperioli and Harvey Keitel; HBO’s “Bored to Death” starring Jason Schwartzman, Ted Danson and Zach Galifianakis; “Blue Bloods” starring Tom Selleck and Donnie Wahlberg.

Currently Mr. Zolfo is in pre-production with IM Global and Original Films for the feature film “Dead Man Down,” which will be directed by Niels Arden Oplev and stars Colin Farrell and Noomi Rapace.

The camera of renowned director of photography STEFAN CZAPSKY, ASC (Director of Photography) has captured visually iconic films such as “Edward Scissorhands,” “Batman Returns” and “Ed Wood” for director Tim Burton. For the latter, Czapsky won four cinematography awards from the National Society of Film Critics as well as the Los Angeles, New York and Boston Film Critics.

Czapsky’s feature resume also includes comedic hits “Matilda” and “Blades of Glory” along with action pictures including “Bulletproof Monk,” “Fighting and the 2012 release “Safe.”
For his first project as a DP, Czapsky shot director Errol Morris’s acclaimed “The Thin Blue Line,” attracting the attention of directors including Burton. He subsequently worked on inventive cult pictures including “Vampire’s Kiss” with Nicolas Cage and “Last Exit to Brooklyn” with Jennifer Jason Leigh.

For his commercial work, Czapsky has won four CLIO Best Cinematography awards, the Communication Arts Award of Excellence and an AICP Best Cinematography award, as well as being an AICP at MOMA Honoree.

The DP’s interest in filmmaking began as an undergraduate at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio where he took an Introduction to Film class and fell in love with the art form. His fascination with the craft grew and he became president of the university’s Film Society, projecting cinema classics to the university community. After graduating with a BFA in Humanities, Czapsky briefly considered pursuing a career in film history. However, he decided to leave Cleveland for the Big Apple after being accepted into the film studies graduate program at Columbia University.

After two years in New York, he made the transition from studying films to making them.  He worked as an assistant cameraman and gaffer for 11 years on groundbreaking independent productions from directors including Martin Scorsese (“After Hours”) and John Sayles (“Matewan”). Czapsky credits ASC members Ed Lachman, Fred Murphy, Haskell Wexler, Allen Daviau, Gerald Feil and Michael Ballhaus with helping him mature as a filmmaker.

Czapsky is born in Oldenburg, Germany, the son of Ukrainian parents who migrated to Cleveland, Ohio while he was still an infant.

He credits the history of cinematography as being a major influence on his career and continues to rely on films from Hollywood’s Golden Age for inspiration. His experience as an assistant cameraman and gaffer has honed his ability to shoot crisp, high contrast scenes designed to leap off the big screen.

The cinematographer currently resides in New York City with his wife and five daughters. He is represented by Dattner Dispoto and Associates in Los Angeles.

JOSEPH NEMEC III (Production Designer) began his film career in October1978 at Universal Studios, following tenure as an associate partner in a Los Angeles architectural firm.  Nemec had been practicing architecture and was a leading member of the firm’s design team.  He also designed the lighting for local non-equity theater in the Los Angeles area at the time.  Nemec’s film career began with the film “In God We Tru$t,” a comedy starring Marty Feldman.  Although it was unusual for the head of the studio art department to place a new employee on a feature film, it was Nemec’s good fortune that Hank Meyer, the department head, felt he could handle the challenge.  Nemec went on to a number of films before becoming a member of the Art Directors Guild of America in 1985. During the mid-1980s, Nemec had the opportunity to work on several large and visual-effects-driven films, including “The Goonies” and “The Color Purple.”  This experience provided the breakthrough to become involved on James Cameron’s “The Abyss.”  It was then that he really advanced his knowledge of large effects-driven films. There were many to follow, including “Terminator 2: Judgment Day,” “Patriot Games,” “The Shadow” and “Twister.”  Nemec then moved to London to continue his pursuit of quality film projects and to advance his knowledge of other film industries and working in other countries. His visual effects background was an essential part of the making of films such as “The Little Vampire” and “The Medallion.”  In January 2003, Nemec moved back to Los Angeles. 

Recent credits include the 12th century period film “Ironclad.”  He is currently working in Montreal on the sci-fi film “Riddick III” directed by David Twohy.

FREDERIC THORAVAL (Film Editor) was born and raised in France.  After film school, he began working in the editorial department of a commercial production company in Paris.  For six years he was involved in the creation of numerous commercials before transitioning into film and becoming an editor on the Luc Besson produced “Kiss of the Dragon,” starring Jet Li and Bridget Fonda
In 2004, a meeting with Pierre Morel marked his debut as a lead editor with the movie “District B13,” which was chosen as one of TIME Magazine's Top Ten Film in 2006.  Since then, Thoraval has worked on various films, including Luc Besson’s “Angel-A” and Pierre Morel's “Taken” starring Liam Neeson, which was a U.S. box office success.
 
He currently lives in Los Angeles with his wife and their three children.
ANN ROTH (Costume Designer) is an award-winning costume designer of both stage and screen. She has received four Academy Award® nominations, winning for her work on “The English Patient,” and three BAFTA nods, with a win for “The Day of the Locust.”

Roth has served as costume designer on more than 100 motion pictures, including “The World of Henry Orient,” “Midnight Cowboy,” “Klute,” “The Goodbye Girl,” “Hair,” “Places in the Heart,” “Sweet Dreams,” “Working Girl,” “The Birdcage,” “The Unbearable Lightness of Being,” “Primary Colors,” “The Hours,” “Angels in America,” “Cold Mountain,” “The Village,” “Closer,” “The Good Shepherd,” “Mamma Mia!,” “The Reader,” “Julie & Julia” 

For her work on the small screen, Roth has garnered three Emmy Award nominations, including one for her designs for the critically acclaimed HBO miniseries “Mildred Pierce.” 

She has received four Drama Desk nominations and five Tony Award nominations, and was most recently nominated for both awards for her work on the Broadway smash hit “The Book of Mormon.” Her extensive theatre credits include productions on Broadway, Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center, the San Francisco Opera, the American Conservatory Theatre, the Manhattan Theatre Club and Circle in the Square.

MICHELLE MATLAND (Co-Costume Designer) - Bio Forthcoming 

DOUGLAS AIBEL (Casting Director) is pleased to work with Boaz Yakin again, having cast his films “Fresh” and “A Price above Rubies.” Mr. Aibel’s work as casting director has been seen in such notable films as “The Squid and the Whale,” “Limitless,” “Two Lovers,” “Signs,” “The Royal Tenenbaums,” “Dead Man Walking,” “Unbreakable,” “Little Odessa,” “Kinsey,” “Margaret,”  “The Life Aquatic,” “The Myth of Fingerprints,” “Five Corners,” “Bob Roberts,” “We Own the Night,” and the upcoming “Moonrise Kingdom,” “The Double,” and “After Earth.” He has cast films for such directors as Wes Anderson, Noah Baumbach, Tim Robbins, M. Night Shyamalan, Neil Burger, Bill Condon, James Gray, Douglas McGrath, Ramin Bahrani, Richard Ayoade and others.  He is also the Artistic Director of the celebrated NY theatre company, the Vineyard Theatre, producing world premieres of such award winning works as “Avenue Q,” “Title of Show,” and “The Scottsboro Boys,” and two Pulitzer Prize dramas, “Three Tall Women” and “How I Learned to Drive” and the current “The Lyons.” He is a graduate of Vassar College. 
Emmy Award®-winning composer MARK MOTHERSBAUGH (Music by) has written the music for more than 70 film and television projects. He first came to prominence in the music world in the 1970s as lead singer and keyboard player of the progressive new wave/rock band DEVO, who released a series of highly eclectic and satirical albums including “Are We Not Men?” and “Freedom of Choice.”

In the mid-1980’s, Mothersbaugh began to write music for commercials where he received a Clio award for his work. He then went on to composing music for numerous television projects including the memorable theme song and underscore for “Pee-Wee’s Playhouse.”

He then scored the popular children’s series “Rugrats.” He also wrote the music for the hugely successful “The Rugrats Movie.”

In 1996, Mothersbaugh met Wes Anderson and scored the filmmaker’s critically acclaimed “Bottle Rocket.” He wrote the music for Anderson’s “Rushmore” starring Bill Murray and “The Royal Tenenbaums” starring Gene Hackman, Gwyneth Paltrow, Anjelica Huston and Owen Wilson. “The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou” marks Mothersbaugh’s fourth collaboration with Anderson.

Mothersbaugh’s other feature film credits include “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs,” Catherine Hardwicke’s “Lords of Dogtown” and “Thirteen,” Joe and Anthony Russo’s “Welcome to Collinwood” starring George Clooney, “Happy Gilmore” starring Adam Sandler, “200 Cigarettes” and “The New Age” from director Michael Tolkin and producer Oliver Stone, among others.

Mark’s record and song production credits include work with artists like Vampire Weekend,

David Bowie, Cypress Hill, David Byrne, Beck, Iggy Pop, B'52's, Jacob Dylan, Cindy Lauper and A Tribe Called Quest.

Mark was the recipient of BMI’s distinguished Richard Kirk Lifetime Achievement Award. Recent television credits include HBO’s “Enlightened” and “Big Love.”

Further extending his musical palate, Mothersbaugh has scored numerous video games including “The Sims” and “Boom Blox.”

Mothersbaugh is a world-renowned artist who cites Andy Warhol as inspiration. His paintings and drawings have been shown in galleries around the world.

He continues to perform with DEVO, which has had resurgence in recent years. The group has played concerts across the country including Central Park in New York and the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver.

Mothersbaugh was born in Ohio and studied at Kent State University.

LIZ GALLACHER (Music Supervisor) started her career as a Music Researcher and Associate Producer for a number of UK based TV companies. She then created Liz Gallacher Music Supervision in 1996 and quickly established herself as one of the most experienced and creatively diverse music supervisors in film and television today.

Her work on projects such as “The Full Monty” (winner of a Brit Award for Best Soundtrack), “Resident Evil” (Grammy nomination for Best Metal Performance), and “24 Hour Party People” (short list for Film Music at the 2003 NME Awards) has garnered praise from producers, directors and the press.

Liz's film credits also include the Academy Award®-winning documentaries “One Day in September” and “The Cove,” Golden Globe winner “The Gathering Storm” and feature films such as “Layer Cake,” “Calendar Girls” and “Bend It Like Beckham.”
More recently Liz worked on the BAFTA and BIFA Award-winning film, “Fish Tank,” and she is currently working on several upcoming films and documentaries, including “Elysium,” Neill Blomkamp’s follow up to “District 9.”  

Coming from a martial arts background, CHAD STAHELSKI (Action Choreographer) entered the film field as a stunt performer at the age of 24.  Before that, he worked as an instructor at the Inosanto Martial Arts Academy in California, teaching Jeet Kune Do/Jun Fan.  After doing numerous roles in low budget martial art movies like “Mission of Justice,” “Bloodsport II” and “Bloodsport III,” his first start as a stunt double came from the movie “The Crow,” doubling late Brandon Lee whom he trained with at the Inosanto Academy. After Brandon Lee's lethal accident Chad was picked for his stunt/photo double because he knew Lee, how he moved, and looked more like him than any other stuntman.

His greatest break as a stunt man came when he worked with Keanu Reeves on “The Matrix.”  He worked as martial arts stunt coordinator in its following sequels and doubled Keanu Reeves for extreme shots.  He also formed a company called Smashcut with his stunt colleagues which was responsible for great stunts in some of the greatest movies and series.
He is now co-owner in 87eleven Action Design, one of the premier action design and fight choreography companies in the industry.  With 87eleven and its team of highly skilled stunt performers and coordinators, he now focuses is efforts into 2nd Unit Direction with movies such as “Sherlock Holmes: Game of Shadows,” “The Expendables 2” and “The Hunger Games.”

After almost 20 years in the film world he continues to give his best as a stunt performer, stunt coordinator, and 2nd Unit Director and hopes to move on to directing his first major motion picture in the near future.  
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Mutato Muzika (BMI)



	“Flyover”

Written and Performed by Dror Mohar

Licensed by Arrangement with 13n Music

Courtesy of 13n Music


	“Dummy Cop”

Written by Mark Mothersbaugh (BMI)

Licensed by Arrangement with
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Footage Provided by
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filmed on location in philadelphia, PA and New York, NY

This project was made possible with the support of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania Film Office
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The Filmmakers would like to thank the City of Philadelphia, 

Greater Philadelphia Film Office, 

and Sharon Pinkenson, Executive DireCTor, for their assistance.
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© 2011 Safe Productions, LLC.

All Rights Reserved

Safe Productions, LLC. is the author of this motion picture

for the purpose of copyright and other laws.

The characters and incidents portrayed and the names used herein are fictitious,

and any similarity to the name, character or history of any person or entity

is entirely coincidental and unintentional.  

Ownership of this motion picture is protected by copyright and other applicable

laws of the United States of America and other countries.   

Any unauthorized duplication, distribution, or exhibition of this motion picture

(including soundtrack) is prohibited and could result in criminal prosecution

as well as civil liability.
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