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Three Academy Award®-Winning Films Debut on Blu-ray
SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE

THE ENGLISH PATIENT

COLD MOUNTAIN

Street Date: 1/31/12
Blu-ray Disc SRP: Shakespeare in Love $14.99 
                     Cold Mountain $14.99

                            The English Patient $19.99
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Film buffs rejoice this January as Lionsgate debuts in High Definition three Miramax Academy Award® winners: Shakespeare in Love, The English Patient and Cold Mountain.  All three romantic releases, featuring all-star talent, masterful filmmaking and loaded with special features, will be available on Blu-ray Disc on January 31st, just in time for Valentine’s Day.  Shakespeare in Love and Cold Mountain will be available for the suggested retail price of $14.99, and The English Patient will be available for $19.99.

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE SYNOPSIS
Hailed as “pure enchantment,” (New York Times), Shakespeare in Love garnered seven Academy Awards® in 1998, including Best Picture, Best Actress in a Leading Role for Gwyneth Paltrow and Best Supporting Actress for Judi Dench.  Co-starring Joseph Fiennes, Geoffrey Rush, Colin Firth and Ben Affleck, the film captivated audiences with its intoxicating love story, endless wit and all-star cast.  For the first time on Blu-ray Disc, the release will also include audio commentaries, a “making of” featurette, a look at the Oscar® winning costumes, deleted scenes and more.

Out of ideas and cash, a young Will Shakespeare (Fiennes), is in search of a muse to break his creative drought.  After meeting the lovely Lady Viola (Paltrow), the two find themselves entangled in a secret romance that rejuvenates Will’s creativity.  His pen flows like never before until he uncovers two unexpected truths about his new lover – she’s promised to marry someone else and she’s successfully impersonating a man to play the lead in Will’s latest play.
BLU-RAY DISC SPECIAL FEATURES*

· “Shakespeare in Love and On Film” – “making of” featurette 
· Academy Award® winning costumes featurette 
· Audio commentary with John Madden 
· Audio commentary with cast and crew 
· Deleted scenes
· Theatrical trailer
· Television spots
*subject to change
DIRECTED BY

John Madden
The Debt, Proof, Her Majesty Mrs. Brown
WRITTEN BY

Marc Norman 
The Aviator, The Killer Elite, Breakout

And Tom Stoppard
Enigma, Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead, Empire of the Sun, Brazil
CAST  

Gwyneth Paltrow
Contagion, Iron Man 2, Iron Man, Emma, Se7en
Joseph Fiennes
TV’s “FlashForward,” Luther, Enemy at the Gates, Elizabeth
Geoffrey Rush
the Pirates of the Caribbean series, The King’s Speech, Shine
Colin Firth
The King’s Speech, Love Actually, Bridget Jones’s Diary, The English Patient
Ben Affleck
The Town, The Company Men, Pearl Harbor, Armageddon, Good Will Hunting
And Judi Dench
J. Edgar, Casino Royale, Chocolat, Her Majesty Mrs. Brown
Simon Callow
TV’s “Doctor Who,” Amadeus, HBO’s “Rome”
Jim Carter
My Week With Marilyn, Creation, TV’s “Downton Abbey”
Martin Clunes
TV’s “Doc Martin,” TV’s “Doctor Who”
Antony Sher
TV’s “Murphy’s Law,” Her Majesty, Mrs. Brown
Imelda Staunton
Vera Drake, the Harry Potter series, Another Year
Tom Wilkinson
The Conspirator, Michael Clayton, Batman Begins

Mark Williams 
upcoming Albert Nobbs, the Harry Potter series, Stardust
THE ENGLISH PATIENT SYNOPSIS
An epic story of love during World War II, The English Patient received nine Academy Awards® (1996), including Best Picture, following its release in 1997.  Given “****” (Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times), the film is beautifully executed by veteran actors Ralph Fiennes, Juliette Binoche, Willem Dafoe, Colin Firth and Kristin Scott Thomas. The film was based on the international bestselling novel of the same name by Michael Ondaatje.  The Blu-ray debut features audio commentaries, a “making of” documentary, numerous featurettes, deleted scenes plus interviews with the cast, crew and filmmakers.
At the close of the Second World War, Count Laszlo de Almásy (Fiennes) lays on his deathbed after a plane crash.  Unrecognizable and without memory of who he is, the Count is cared for by a young nurse (Binoche).  As she slips deeper in love with her ward, the Count’s life and his great romance slowly comes back to him.
BLU-RAY DISC SPECIAL FEATURES*
· Audio commentary with Director Anthony Minghella

· Audio commentary with Screenwriter-Director Anthony Minghella, Producer Saul Zaentz and English Patient author Michael Ondaatje

· Master Class with Anthony Minghella – Deleted Scenes

· CBC Documentary: Making of The English Patient
· “A Historical Look at the Real Count Almásy” featurette
· The Formidable Saul Zaentz” featurette

·  “From Novel to Screenplay” – interviews with cast and crew

· “About Michael Ondaatje” featurette

· The Work of Stuart Craig – Production Designer

· The Eyes of Phil Bray – Still Photographer

· Filmmaker Conversations With: Anthony Minghella, Saul Zaentz, Michael Ondaatje and Walter Murch
*subject to change
SCREENWRITER/DIRECTOR

Anthony Minghella
Breaking and Entering, Cold Mountain, The Talented Mr. Ripley, Truly Madly Deeply

CAST  

Ralph Fiennes
the Harry Potter series, The Reader, The Constant Gardener, Schindler’s List

Juliette Binoche
Dan in Real Life, Paris Je T'Aime, Caché (Hidden), Chocolat, Three Colors: Blue
Willem Dafoe
Daybreakers, the Spider-Man trilogy, American Psycho, The Boondock Saints
Kristin Scott Thomas
Nowhere Boy, I’ve Loved You So Long, Gosford Park, Mission: Impossible
Naveen Andrews
TV’s “Lost,” Planet Terror, The Brave One, Drowning on Dry Land
Colin Firth
The King’s Speech, Love Actually, Bridget Jones’s Diary, Shakespeare in Love

Julian Wadham
upcoming The Iron Lady, Goya’s Ghost
Jürgen Prochnow
Das Boot, Dune, TV’s “24”
COLD MOUNTAIN SYNOPSIS
A “stunning!” (Newsweek) work on film, Cold Mountain was honored with an Oscar® for Renée Zellweger’s performance (Best Actress in a Supporting Role, 2003), and was nominated for seven Academy Awards® in total.  Based on the bestselling novel by Charles Frazier, the film adaptation also stars Jude Law, Nicole Kidman, Brendan Gleeson, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Natalie Portman and Donald Sutherland.  Debuting on Blu-ray Disc, the release includes deleted scenes, a “making of” documentary, multiple featurettes and an audio commentary with screenwriter/director Anthony Minghella and editor Walter Murch.

Set in the Civil War, the men of Cold Mountain, North Carolina rush to fight for their rights as part of the Confederate Army.  Sure of nothing, Ada (Kidman) vows to wait for her love, Inman (Law) until he returns safely.  But after many unanswered letters and as time goes by, Ada, believing Inman dead, must find the strength to move on.  But Inman, badly wounded, has begun the journey back to his bride.
BLU-RAY DISC SPECIAL FEATURES*
· Audio commentary with Screenwriter/Director Anthony Minghella and Editor Walter Murch

· Deleted scenes

· "Words & Music of Cold Mountain" Royce Hall Special

· “Climbing Cold Mountain" documentary 

· "A Journey to Cold Mountain”  - a “making of” featurette
· Sacred Harp History

· Storyboard Comparisons 
*subject to change
SCREENWRITER/DIRECTOR

Anthony Minghella
Breaking and Entering, Cold Mountain, The Talented Mr. Ripley, Truly Madly Deeply

CAST  

Jude Law
upcoming Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows, Contagion, Sherlock Holmes,  Road to Perdition, The Talented Mr. Ripley

Nicole Kidman
Rabbit Hole, The Hours, The Others, Moulin Rouge!, Eyes Wide Shut, Far and    Away
Renée Zellweger
  New in Town, Cinderella Man, Chicago, Bridget Jones’s Diary, Jerry Maguire
Brendan Gleeson
  upcoming Albert Nobbs, the Harry Potter series, Gangs of New York
Philip Seymour Hoffman The Ides of March, Moneyball, 25th Hour, The Big Lebowski
Natalie Portman
  Thor, Black Swan, V For Vendetta, Closer, Garden State, Leon: The Professional
Donald Sutherland
  Pride & Prejudice, MASH, The Italian Job, JFK, Ordinary People
PROGRAM INFORMATION

Year of Production:  Shakespeare in Love: 1998
     The English Patient: 1996
     Cold Mountain: 2003
Title Copyright: © Miramax

Type: Blu-ray Disc Premiere
Rating: Shakespeare in Love: R for sexuality
The English Patient: R for sexuality, some violence and language
Cold Mountain: R for violence and sexuality
Genre: Shakespeare in Love: Romance, Comedy, Drama
The English Patient, Cold Mountain: Drama, Romance, War
Closed Captioning: English SDH
Subtitles: English and Spanish
Format: 1080P High Definition 16x9 Widescreen

Feature Running Time: Shakespeare in Love: 122 minutes
  The English Patient: 162 minutes

          Cold Mountain: 154 minutes

Blu-ray Audio Status: 5.1 DTS-HD Master Audio
For artwork and additional information, e-mail Elizabeth Atler at Elizabeth_atler@bhimpact.com
