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STUDIOCANAL COLLECTION ON
BLU-RAY DISC
RAN

THE LADYKILLERS
CONTEMPT
Street Date: 2/16/10
Order Date: 1/20/10
Blu-ray SRP: $39.99 each
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

Lionsgate proudly presents the first three releases in the StudioCanal Collection – a new series of acclaimed and influential films debuting on Blu-ray Disc with superior picture and sound quality plus unique special features.  The films include Ran the Academy Award®-winning classic (Best Costume Design, 1985) from acclaimed director Akira Kurosawa (The Seven Samurai); The Ladykillers starring Academy Award® winner Alec Guinness (Best Actor, The Bridge on the River Kwai, 1957) and two-time Academy Award® nominee Peter Sellers (Best Actor in a Leading Role, Being There, 1979, Best Actor, Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb, 1964); and Contempt (Le Mépris) from acclaimed director Jean-Luc Godard (Aria) and starring Brigitte Bardot (Viva Maria!). Each film will debut on Blu-ray Disc February 16, 2010, with numerous special features and accompanied by a 20-page collectible booklet, for the suggested retail price of $39.99 each. 

RAN SYNOPSIS:
Akira Kurosawa's brilliantly conceived re-telling of Shakespeare's King Lear magically mixes Japanese history, Shakespeare's plot and Kurosawa's own feelings about loyalty in this epic masterpiece that was named one of Empire Magazine’s “500 Greatest Movies of All Time.”  Set in 16th century Japan, an aging ruler, Lord Hidetora announces his intention to divide his land equally among his three sons.  Hidetora’s decision to step down unleashes a power struggle between the three heirs when he falls prey to the false flattery bestowed upon him by the two older sons and banishes the youngest for speaking the truth.  That ruthless betrayal ultimately drives Hidetora insane, destroying his entire family and kingdom. Deep human emotion and outstanding acting combine to create one of the most acclaimed foreign films of all time that was hailed as “a great, glorious achievement” by the Chicago Sun-Times and “as close to perfect as filmmaking gets” by the San Francisco Chronicle.  The Blu-ray Disc is presented in 1080P High Definition Widescreen format with Japanese, English, Spanish, French, German and Italian DTS Master Audio.
*BLU-RAY SPECIAL FEATURES:

· “A.K.” – the acclaimed feature-length documentary on the making of Ran from writer/director Chris Marker
· “Akira Kurosawa: The Epic and the Intimate” – documentary on the director

·  “The Samurai” – documentary on Samurai art
· “Art of the Samurai” – interview with a Japanese art of war expert
· BD-Live
· 20-page collectible booklet 

*Subject to change

DIRECTOR

Akira Kurosawa

The Seven Samurai, Rashomon, Dreams, Kagemusha
CAST:  
Daisuke Ryu


Graveyard of Honor, Metropolis, Gojoe: Spirit War Chronicle
Mieko Harada


Love Letters at Sixty, The Bandage Club, Half a Confession
Hisashi Igawa


Star Reformer, The Professor and His Beloved Equation
Tatsuya Nakadai

Listen to My Heart, The Inugamis, Yamato, To Dance with the White Dog
Jinpachi Nezu


Dragon Head, The Man in White, Red Shadow, School Day of the Dead
Akira Terao


The Hovering Blade, The Professor and His Beloved Equation, Not Yet
Hitoshi Ueki


The Firefly, Keep on Rocking, Half a Confession, Star Reformer
Masayuki Yui


Banana Shoot, Dreams, A Class to Remember 2, The Dancer
Kazuo Kato


The Gate of Youth, The Last Days of Planet Earth
Yoshiko Miyazaki

Detroit Metal City, Kimi’s Friend, Free and Easy 17
THE LADYKILLERS SYNOPSIS:
Called “one of the greatest comedies ever made” by Entertainment Weekly, The Ladykillers showcases Guinness in one of his most unforgettable performances as Professor Marcus, mastermind of a gang of vicious bank robbers who rent a room from an elderly widow.  However, when the dear old woman begins to meddle in their “perfect crime,” the crooks decide that she might pose the biggest threat of all.  Co-starring Sellers in his first major screen role, The Ladykillers remains one of the most ruthlessly black comedies of all time and was nominated for the Academy Award® for Best Screenplay (William Rose, 1956).  The Blu-ray Disc is presented in 1080P High Definition Widescreen format with English, Spanish, French and German DTS Master Audio. 
*BLU-RAY SPECIAL FEATURES:

· Introduction by filmmaker Terry Gilliam

· “Forever Ealing” - documentary on the famed British studio

· Audio commentary by film historian and The Ladykillers expert Philip Kemp

· Interviews with British filmmakers Allan Scott and Terence Davies and writer Ronald Harwood on the film
· BD-Live (includes bonus interview with British filmmaker James Mangold)
· 20-page collectible booklet 

*Subject to change

CAST:  
Alec Guinness 


The Bridge on the River Kwai, The Lavender Hill Mob, Star Wars, Little Dorrit
Peter Sellers


Being There, Dr. Strangelove, The Pink Panther, I’m All Right Jack

Herbert Lom


Spartacus, El Cid, A Shot in the Dark, The Return of the Pink Panther
Danny Green


TV’s “Kiss Me Kate,” TV’s “No Hiding Place,” TV’s The Wednesday Play”
Frankie Howerd


Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, Up the Chastity Belt, The Cool Mikado
Katie Johnson


John and Julie, The Rainbow Jacket, Death of an Angel, Meet Me at Dawn
Cecil Parker


TV’s “Sherlock Holmes,” TV’s “The Avengers,” TV’s “The Saint”

Philip Stainton


Monsoon, Made in Heaven, White Corridors, John and Julie
Jack Warner


Dominique, Jigsaw, Forbidden Cargo, Bang! You’re Dead
Hélène Burls


Never Look Back, Dear Murderer, Quiet Weekend
CONTEMPT (LE MEPRIS) SYNOPSIS:
The iconic Brigitte Bardot heats up the screen in this subversive drama about marriage, motive and the motion picture industry from French director Jean-Luc Godard, named the #4 “most influential director of all time” by Moviemaker Magazine. Called “a great movie” by Entertainment Weekly, this film within a film is, on the surface, about a director whose wife Camille falls out of love with him while he is rewriting an adaptation of Homer’s “Odyssey” for an American producer.   However, underneath this tragic tale of a doomed romance lies the true subject: the commercial film industry, which Godard shows his contempt for in a directing performance that is slyly subversive, darkly comic and completely original.  The Blu-ray Disc is presented in 1080P High Definition Widescreen format with French, English, Spanish and German DTS Master Audio.  
*BLU-RAY SPECIAL FEATURES:

· Introduction by British film producer and Godard expert Colin MacCabe
·  “Once Upon a Time There Was…Contempt” – documentary on the making of the film
· “Contempt… Tenderly” – documentary on Godard’s legacy in film 

· “The Dinosaur and the Baby” – a discussion between Godard and director Fritz Lang 

· Trailer
· BD-Live

· 20-page collectible booklet 

*Subject to change

CAST:  
Brigitte Bardot


Viva Maria!, …And God Created Woman, Don Juan 73, The Vixen
Michel Piccoli


The Dust of Time, On War, Beneath the Rooftops of Paris
Jack Palance


City Slickers, Tango & Cash, Batman, Young Guns, Alone in the Dark


Fritz Lang


The Indian Tomb, The Big Heat, Clash by Night, Human Desire
Giorgia Moll


Togetherness, Tom Dollar, Cover Girls, Island of Love
Linda Veras


Romance of a Horsethief, Sexy Gang, The Connection
PROGRAM INFORMATION

Year of Production: Ran: 1985
                      The Ladykillers: 1955      

                      Contempt: 1963
Title Copyright Ran: © 1985 STUDIOCANAL – Herald Ace Inc. – Nippon Herald Films Inc. All Rights 
 Reserved.
              The Ladykillers: © 1955 Canal + Image UK Ltd. All Rights Reserved.
      
              Contempt: © 1963 STUDIOCANAL - Compagnia Cinematografica Champion S.P.A. All Rights
                           Reserved.
Type: Blu-ray Premiere
Rating: Ran: R 
The Ladykillers: NR      

Contempt: NR 
Genre: Ran: Action / Drama

The Ladykillers: Comedy    

Contempt: Drama
Closed Captioned: Ran: English SDH

The Ladykillers: No     

Contempt:  No
Subtitles: Ran: French, Spanish, German, Italian, Danish, Dutch, Norwegian and Swedish

    The Ladykillers: French, Spanish, German, Italian, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish and 

      Japanese

   Contempt: English, Spanish, German, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish and Japanese
Format: 1080P High Definition Widescreen
Feature Running Time: Ran: 160 minutes

 The Ladykillers: 91 minutes   

                           Contempt: 103 minutes
Blu-ray Audio Status: Ran: Japanese, English, Spanish, French, German and Italian DTS Master Audio 

                         The Ladykillers: English, Spanish, French and German DTS Master Audio


           Contempt: French, English, Spanish and German DTS Master Audio
For artwork and additional information on this release, e-mail Elizabeth Atler at Elizabeth_atler@bhimpact.com
