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SYNOPSIS

Reuniting the same charismatic cast and characters from his hit comedy/drama, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, Tyler Perry brings us the next chapter in the lives of eight college friends struggling with the challenges of marital life in WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO?. 

Gathered together in the Bahamas for their annual one-week reunion, four close couples eagerly reconnect, sharing news about their lives and relationships. But their intimate week in paradise is disrupted by the unexpected arrival of Sheila’s ex-husband, Mike, who hopes to break up her new marriage with Troy and win her back.  The others soon realize they too are not immune to the challenges of commitment and fidelity. Angela doesn’t believe her husband, Marcus, can be faithful now that he’s a celebrity television newscaster. Dianne and Terry’s relationship is feeling the strain of raising children. And Patricia, a successful self-help psychologist, must finally reveal the deep flaws in her seemingly perfect marriage to Gavin.  With their relationships hanging in the balance when they return home, each couple must choose between blame and forgiveness, doubt and faith, with life-altering consequences…

Written and directed by Tyler Perry and produced by Perry and Reuben Cannon, TYLER PERRY'S WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO? stars Janet Jackson, Jill Scott, Sharon Leal, Malik Yoba, Richard T. Jones, Tasha Smith, Lamman Rucker, Michael Jai White, Louis Gossett, Jr., Cicely Tyson and Tyler Perry. Lionsgate and TPS Present a Reuben Cannon and Lionsgate Production. 
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION


Since the debut of his first feature, DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, in 2005, Tyler Perry has emerged as one of today’s chief chroniclers of African-American life, writing, directing and often starring in a total of nine films in only five years. His latest, WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO?, is the first film of its kind for the writer/director/actor: a sequel that reunites and continues the stories of an entire cast of characters from a previous film. 2007’s WHY DID I GET MARRIED? examined the relationship challenges of four couples vacationing together in Colorado. Now Perry brings us the next chapter in the lives of these eight colorful characters, taking a deeper look at the vagaries of marriage, the challenges that must be overcome, and what it takes to keep a relationship alive for a lifetime. 


“I wanted to revisit these couples because they all had such great storylines and I felt like there was so much more that I wanted to tell for each and every one of them,” explains Perry.


This time, the eight college friends meet at a seaside house in the Bahamas; but their idyllic retreat stirs up more drama than any of them expected and unveils some surprising truths about each couple’s relationship. “Tyler knows exactly what his audience wants, and he gives it to them spot on each and every time,” says singer and actress Janet Jackson. “Anyone can see themselves in at least one of these characters.”


Adds actor Michael Jai White, “Rarely do you see a sequel match the first.  But this surpasses the first in every way. The whole world that it shows is bigger, more real.  I think it'll touch even more people.”


Released in 2007, the original WHY DID GET MARRIED? grossed $55 million domestically, a notable achievement even among Perry’s string of commercially reliable films.  According to Perry’s longtime producer, Reuben Cannon, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?’s appeal can be partly attributed to its focus on successful, middle-class African-Americans. “For once, audiences saw a group of African-American professionals on vacation, having fun,” says Cannon. “That film crossed over within our own culture. African-American audiences that perhaps had not seen a Tyler Perry film all of a sudden discovered that movie and related to it."


The sequel, while offering ample doses of humor and levity, doesn’t shy away from the more sobering aspects of marriage, whether the issues involve infidelity, financial pressure, or the simple challenge of keeping love alive. “I’ve stressed each couple to their max with their situations, with whatever marital situation they were facing,” reports Perry. “Anyone who’s ever been married – or even in a relationship – will be able to relate to at least one of these four couples.”


The sequel also reinforces one of the most appealing aspects of the first film: the resilient bond that exists between the eight friends. “This is a family of friends that began in college and has endured,” explains Cannon. “The appeal is watching the evolution of these relationships, and most importantly watching the commitment the friends have to one another.”


“There’s a lot of conversation, there's a lot of advice, and there's a lot of caring that takes place,” adds actress Sharon Leal.  “They really lean on each other.  And together they find the strength and the inspiration to get through whatever it is.”


That bond became equally strong off-screen during the production of the original film, and the prospect of a reunion was met with universal excitement from the cast. “They’re such a great group of people and we had so much fun on the first film,” says Perry. “We all bonded, and we missed each other.”


“The chemistry amongst all of us is just so easy and natural,” adds Tasha Smith, who plays Angela, the group’s loose cannon. “We feel like we’re on vacation but we’re actually working.”
“The experience that I had on the last film was so incredible and so much fun, I couldn’t wait to go back,” Jackson admits. “I had never experienced being on a set the way I had on a Tyler Perry set.”


As Patricia, one of the central figures in the group, Janet Jackson tackles a complex character who, despite a career as a highly regarded psychologist and self-help author, is unable to face the problems in her own relationship with Gavin, played by Malik Yoba. “They’re very loving toward one another, but there’s an issue they have surrounding the death of their child,” says Jackson. “She still blames herself for it all.  And it goes to a whole other level in this sequel.”


Jackson startled the cast and crew with her commitment to Patricia’s emotional journey. During a climactic scene, Patricia, in a rage over the dissolution of her marriage, destroys a living room with a golf club.  Comments Perry:  “Janet put all of her pain and anger and energy into this performance in a way we’ve never seen from her before.”


“I think it’s pretty ballsy on her part, as someone who's been in the public eye and been judged herself, to put herself in a position to play this particular type of woman,” says co-star Malik Yoba. “There's definitely a dance of respect and support between us.”


As Gavin, Yoba delved deeply into his own experiences to bring more truth to his performance. In some cases, he and Perry discussed script modifications that were inspired by Yoba’s own life. “The movie asks an important question, ‘How do you function in a society with other people who are open to being truthful when you can't look at yourself and be introspective?’” says the actor. “Being a forty-one-year-old divorcee myself, I feel I have a bit of a responsibility to pass on some of the wisdom.” 


Since Yoba’s physicality often gets him cast as police detectives and the like, the role of Gavin provided him with the rare opportunity to play a vulnerable man who’s unafraid to express his emotions. “I don't get to play this type of character very often,” says the actor. “So I revel in this opportunity to ‘stretch.’ I share a lot of Gavin’s vulnerabilities and sensitivities, and as an actor, it's important to show that side of oneself.” 


As she did in the first film, singer and actress Jill Scott finds herself at the heart of a love triangle as Sheila. Previously, Sheila was humiliated at the hands of her soon-to-be ex-husband Mike, but managed to find strength in a new relationship with Troy, played by Lamman Rucker. WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO? finds Sheila happily married to Troy. “They’re a fairy tale couple,” says Scott. But Troy is struggling financially, and his resulting low self-esteem affects his ability to find a comfortable place among the tight-knit group of old friends. Tensions flare when Mike, played by Richard T. Jones, shows up unannounced at the couples’ retreat.


“Everything isn’t as pretty as it was the last time,” says Rucker of Sheila and Troy’s relationship. “Now they’re screaming and hollering at each other. They're dealing with this financial pressure.  So Sheila asks Mike to help Troy get a job, but doesn't tell Troy that.”


“In this film, Sheila is more of a powerhouse,” explains Scott. “She loves being married, loves her husband, but she isn't willing to put up with all the things she put up with before.  She's got a backbone now. And she's a lot more interesting to me.”


Both of Scott’s male co-stars were impressed by her palpable charisma on screen. “You would think Jill’s been acting her whole life,” says Jones. “She has so much that she brings to Sheila, so much that wasn’t even on the page. She’s just electric to watch.”


“Jill is definitely one of those people who I think everybody finds very accessible,” adds Rucker. “She's a consummate professional and a consummate artist.”


As Mike, the only clear antagonist in the film, Jones has the formidable challenge of revealing the human side of someone who’s behaved despicably. “Mike is trying to forge some type of a connection, or trying to get some type of forgiveness from Sheila because he understands his mistake,” says Jones. “I don’t think he’s trying to win her back.  He’s trying to reconcile their friendship.”


“Richard just knows exactly the tone that’s right,” says Rucker. “He plays this jerk but at the same time he's still got this charm that comes through. You understand his appeal.”


Of the four couples, Tasha Smith and Michael Jai White provide the most comic relief as Angela and Marcus, the pair that seems born to fight. With Marcus enjoying newfound success as a television newscaster, Angela is thrown into a constant state of jealousy and suspicion over his potential infidelity. Says Jai White, “They have a mercurial, volcanic thing. It's pure emotion. Their levels are just a little off the chain.” 


However reckless and sometimes misguided Angela might be, Smith admits to relishing her character’s fearlessness. “I live vicariously through Angela,” says the actress. “I love the fact that she will say what other women are afraid to say. She does what she wants to do and nothing can stop her. She’s aggressive, funny and witty and sarcastic.  She's freaking awesome! I feel free when I play her.”


“If there’s a Madea character in this movie, it would be Angela and I wrote it thinking about Tasha playing the role,” admits Perry. “She’s really out of control but she brings life and fun to the movie.”


Early in the film, Angela shows her mettle during a comic set piece in which Angela and Marcus fight in an airport. When Smith arrived to the shoot, she was shocked to see about three hundred extras crowding the airport set. “I had no idea that Tyler was going to have me dealing with all those people in the airport,” remembers Smith. “I really had to get over my nerves and just tell myself, ‘Okay, forget it. They're here.  And we're just going to involve them in this conversation.’  It was kind of like doing a play but everyone's involved. You get a chance to break the fourth wall and bring everyone in. And it was hysterical.  And that's why I love Angela.  I would never have been able to do that unless I was playing her.”


Jai White’s Marcus is simple by comparison. “He’s a jock. He’s not very discriminating. But there’s a quiet dignity to the character I have fun with,” he says. “He probably has some of the strongest love that you can display because Angela is an extreme and unique taste.  Anyone who loves that woman is capable of extreme love.”


“Michael Jai White is one of the most generous actors,” reports Perry. “He's so committed, and he has this innocent quality that’s a lot like Marcus.”


It was during this same sequence that tragic news hit the set and nearly halted filming. “We were in the middle of a take when all of a sudden the energy drained out of the room,” recalls Perry. “I was on camera at the time but I felt the extras slowing down. I could feel the camera people not really paying attention. I finished and went to Reuben and asked what was going on.” That’s when Cannon told Perry the news of Michael Jackson’s death. “You could feel it everywhere,” says Perry. “I saw the energy leave the room.  It was really, really powerful that day.”


The film and its close-knit cast became sources of support and comfort for Janet Jackson during her grief over her brother’s death. “It was a difficult period for me especially,” she reflects, “and I couldn’t have asked for a better way to spend that time.”


“We were able to really rally around her and protect her and support her,” says Perry. “It was great knowing I had an opportunity to be with her at a very difficult time and that I could put her around people who love her.” 


Rounding out the four principal couples are Terry and Dianne, played by Perry himself and Sharon Leal. Perry is no stranger to directing and acting in the same production, having played parts in many of his films, most often in heavy prosthetics. “Terry is the closest to me that I’ve ever played,” he says. “So it was really cool having a moment to just be normal, not have to talk really high, not have to wear a fat suit, but just be a normal guy."


Says Cannon, “I think it’s the best performance I’ve seen Tyler give in all the films that I’ve been fortunate enough to produce with him. It’s a breakthrough and it’s something I think he’ll be proud of.”


Terry and Dianne have what seems like a functional marriage.  Yet the demands of work and childrearing have whittled down the attention that each pays the other. “Dianne’s a hard-working career woman who stops at nothing to succeed,” explains Leal. “She needs to put the Blackberry down and help her husband feel that he’s a priority.”


When Dianne finds herself drawn to a handsome new colleague, both she and Terry start to flirt with the boundaries of infidelity. “It definitely asks the question of where infidelity begins,” says Leal. “What happens if you become emotionally interested in someone else but have no intention of leaving your husband? When does it become cheating?”

“Sharon Leal played my wife so perfectly and so subtly,” says Perry. “I think she’s really phenomenal in those moments with the issues our characters were having.”


There is one more couple in WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO? that graces the film with an inspiring example of how love, and marriage, can endure. Played by veteran actors Louis Gossett, Jr. and Cicely Tyson, Porter and Olga are an elderly couple who have been married for over fifty years. They join the four couples one evening for a discussion about marriage and impart valuable wisdom about how to keep a marriage alive for a lifetime. “They’re like anybody who’s been married for a long period of time,” explains Tyson. “They become each other. They can read each other’s minds. It’s the end result of a bond that’s so strong that it can’t be severed.” 


“What we say is that you have to give up the ego, the pride, the fear in order to get to the true stuff, true love, true life,” explains Gossett Jr. 


For Gossett, Jr. and Tyson, who worked together on stage in New York decades ago, coming to set proved to be a bittersweet reunion. “It was very emotional for us because we go back so far and we’ve lost so many of our peers and our actor friends,” says Tyson. “We were recounting that and counting our blessings as well.”


“Having Mr. Louis Gossett, Jr. and Miss Cicely Tyson make that small cameo just speaks volumes to what love was to older generations and what love is now in this microwave society that we have,” says Perry. “They were so profound and proved that true love does last through everything. But it has to be pure, unadulterated and without judgment. It was really powerful having them both there.”


After braving the cold and snow of Canada to shoot WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, Perry opted for a dramatic change in scenery for the sequel. In addition to several weeks of shooting in Atlanta, where most of Perry’s films are produced, the production spent several weeks on the remote island of Eleuthera in the Bahamas. “It was incredible to wake up to the beach every morning and go to work,” says Jackson. 


“It was like going to camp with all of your friends,” adds Leal. “It’s almost a guilty pleasure. It’s like, ‘We’re getting paid for this?’”


The tropical location was not without its challenges, however. The cast and crew found themselves running for cover when rogue rainstorms would suddenly pass over set. And then there were the bugs. Says Cannon, “The Bahamian Film Commission was so excited to have us there, but I believe that the most attention we received was from the mosquitoes.”


“The biggest challenge was the moth bats,” says Perry. “I’ve never in my life seen moth bats.  It’s a moth that’s the size of a bat and it’s hairy.  It’s got hair!” 


“The moth bats were all over the place,” adds Jackson. “Day and night, these huge bugs with all these legs were just falling down on the lights and burning up. They would fall onto us right in the middle of a scene.  The girls would start screaming.” 


According to the cast, the real pleasure of production was the opportunity to work with Perry once again. “Tyler’s even more fearless now,” avows Tasha Smith. “And he's so open. He gives you the opportunity to really try stuff.  He's like, ‘Let’s see what we find.  Let's push the envelope.’ It’s so much fun working with him.”


“He’s an actor’s director,” adds Jackson.  “He’s very giving. He’s quick.  And he really tells the actor what he’s expecting to see, what he needs to make the scene complete.”


One thing is certain, Perry’s fans will find the same humor and candor and sense of uplift that they’ve come to associate with his previous films. Some might even find that WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO? introduces a new level of psychological complexity to Perry’s dramatic storytelling. “Tyler Perry is more honest today than he's ever been,” avows Smith. “And he's constantly, constantly willing to learn and change and share that growth with his fans.” 


“I know that when you see this movie you're going to laugh a lot,” says Jill Scott. “There are definitely going to be a couple of tears.  There are definitely going to be points where you're going to be angry at somebody, whether it's the guy or the girl or both. You're going to be emotional. This movie is a representation of all the things that marriage is.”


Perry hopes the film will show audiences how love can prevail in any relationship. “What does it really matter if you’re having this argument or that argument in the big scheme of things?” asked Perry. “What if you lost the person that you really love and that you were arguing with, and never got a chance to tell them how much you did care? We have to appreciate our relationships every day because tomorrow isn’t promised.”
ABOUT THE CAST

Tyler Perry's (Terry) inspirational journey from the hard streets of New Orleans to the heights of Hollywood's A-list is the stuff of American legend.  Born into poverty and raised in a household scarred by abuse, Tyler fought from a young age to find the strength, faith and perseverance that would later form the foundations of his much-acclaimed plays, films, books and shows.

It was a simple piece of advice from Oprah Winfrey that set Tyler's career in motion. Encouraged to keep a diary of his daily thoughts and experiences, he began writing a series of soul-searching letters to himself. The letters, full of pain and in time, forgiveness, became a healing catharsis. His writing inspired a musical, I Know I've Been Changed, and in 1992 Tyler gathered his life's savings and set off for Atlanta in hopes of staging it for sold out crowds. He spent all the money but the people never came, and Tyler once again came face to face with the poverty that had plagued his youth. He spent months sleeping in seedy motels and his car but his faith - in God and, in turn, himself - only got stronger. He forged a powerful relationship with the church, and kept writing. In 1998 his perseverance paid off and a promoter booked I Know I've Been Changed for a limited run at a local church-turned-theatre. This time, the community came out in droves, and soon the musical moved to Atlanta's prestigious Fox Theatre. Tyler Perry never looked back.

And so began an incredible run of eight plays in as many years, including Woman Thou Art Loosed!, a celebrated collaboration with the prominent Dallas pastor T.D. Jakes.

In the year 2000, I Can Do Bad All By Myself marked the first appearance of the now-legendary ‘Madea.’ The God-fearing, gun-toting, pot-smoking, loud-mouthed grandmother, ‘Madea,’ was played by Perry himself.  ‘Madea’ was such a resounding success, she soon spawned a series of plays - Madea's Family Reunion (2002), Madea's Class Reunion (2003), Madea Goes To Jail (2005) - and set the stage for Tyler's jump to the big screen.

In early 2005, Tyler's first feature film, Diary of a Mad Black Woman, debuted at #1 nationwide. His ensuing films, Madea's Family Reunion, Daddy’s Little Girls, Why Did I Get Married?, Meet The Browns, The Family That Preys and I Can Do Bad All by Myself  have all met with massive critical and commercial success, delighting audiences across America and around the world.

2006 saw the publication of Tyler's first book, Don't Make A Black Woman Take Off Her Earrings: Madea's Uninhibited Commentaries On Life And Love, which shot to the top of the New York Times nonfiction bestseller list and remained there for eight weeks.  It went on to claim Quill Book Awards for both "Humor" and "Book of the Year" (an unheard-of feat for a first-time author), and spread Tyler Perry's unique brand of inspirational entertainment to a devoted new audience.

It is a brand that is quickly becoming an empire. In 2007, Tyler expanded his reach to television with the TBS series “House of Payne,” the highest-rated first-run syndicated cable show of all time, which went into syndication after only a year. His follow up effort, “Meet the Browns,” was the second highest debut ever on cable - after “House of Payne.” Not one to rest on success, Tyler Perry and his 300 Atlanta-based employees have been hard at work. His last film, I Can Do Bad All By Myself, starring Academy Award® nominee Taraji P. Henson and Mary J. Blige, was another #1 box office hit.   Perry also helped release Precious: Based on the novel ‘push’ by sapphire in conjunction with his 34th Street Films banner, Oprah Winfrey's Harpo Films and Lionsgate. 

In the fall of 2008, Perry opened his 200,000 square foot studio in Atlanta, situated on the former Delta Airlines campus of more than 30 acres. The studio consists of five sound stages, a post production facility, a pond, a back lot, a 400-seat theater, a private screening room, and designated areas for entertaining and hosting events.

But listen to Tyler Perry and you'll hear a man who hasn't forgotten about the people that have helped him reach the top of a mountain he could once only dream of climbing. He has been intimately involved in civil rights cases, including the trial of the Jena 6 in his home state of Louisiana. He has donated generously to charities that focus on helping the homeless, such as Feeding America, Covenant House, Hosea Feed the Hungry, Project Adventure, and Perry Place - a 20-home community that Tyler built for survivors of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. In July 2009, Tyler sponsored a trip to Walt Disney World for 65 children after learning that a suburban swim club had turned them away because of the color of their skin. Tyler Perry has also built two churches and has donated generously to the NAACP. 

In January 2010, Perry pledged $1,000,000 via The Tyler Perry Foundation to help rebuild the lives of those affected by the recent earthquakes in Haiti.

Tyler Perry practices what he preaches, and what he preaches has endeared him to millions of fans drawn by that unique blend of spiritual hope and down-home humor that continues to shape his inspiring life story and extraordinary body of work.
JANET JACKSON (Patricia) is an icon, a trendsetter, a businessperson, a multi-gifted artist: songwriter/producer/singer/actor/dancer. Janet burst onto the scene with her record-setting album, Control.  Today she possesses an unprecedented list of achievements, and remains in the forefront of her craft, a true inspiration. As an artist, Janet excites, enlightens, leads, and embraces her fans with insights into life's meaning and our deepest feelings. Janet is ranked as one of the top ten best-selling artists in the history of contemporary music. Her musical style, choreography, lyrical exploration, and self awareness has made her one of the top artists of our time, as well as a leading influence on the upcoming stars of tomorrow.
Through words and actions, she has set an example of generosity, of empowerment, of tolerance, and helped to lead efforts addressing some of society's greatest challenges. Born Janet Damita Jo Jackson in Gary, Indiana, she has accumulated the success and the stature to be addressed by just her first name, Janet.

Janet began her career at the young age of seven when she appeared at the MGM in Las Vegas with her family in 1973. This debut, and her appearances beginning at the age of nine on her family’s variety show “The Jacksons,” lead her to starring and supporting roles on hit sitcoms such as "Good Times," "Diff’rent Strokes," and "Fame."

At fourteen she signed her first recording deal and launched the career that would change the history and direction of performance art and music. Her first two albums, Janet Jackson and Dream Street were just the beginning. Placing acting on the back burner, Janet was able to focus on her passion for music. It wasn’t until her third album, Control (1986) that she began to break records and set standards.

Control brought Janet into the collaborative mix of Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis: a relationship that created a musical fusion of pop, R&B, soul, dance, jazz, rock and rap that continues today. The new feisty sound of Janet brought accolades and praise that had not been seen before and cemented her in music history.  Control won four American Music Awards out of twelve nominations - a record that she still holds - and was nominated for an Album of the Year Grammy®.  Control was influential in expanding and developing the art of music video performance.

Her fourth album Janet Jackson’s Rhythm Nation 1814 took a new look at musical integrity and the responsibilities an artist has to the audience. “I just want my music and my dance to catch the audience’s attention, and to hold it long enough for them to listen to the lyrics and what we’re saying,” said Janet of the new direction.  Rhythm Nation 1814 was a socially conscious driven album that focused on the changes, or lack there of, occurring in society. The album’s lyrical content targeted injustice, illiteracy, crime, drugs, and racial intolerance, all of which was done to a slamming beat that kept audiences intrigued and dancing. Janet Jackson’s Rhythm Nation 1814 is the only album ever to launch number one hits on the Billboard Hot 100 in three separate calendar years “Rhythm Nation” (1989), “Miss You Much” (1989), “Escapade” (1990), “Black Cat” (1990), and “Love will Never Do (Without You)” (1991). It also brought Janet her first Grammy® Award for Best Long Form Music Video for “Rhythm Nation 1814.”

In 1993 Janet released her fifth album, janet., which immediately shot to number one and reinvented Janet Jackson into Janet (period).  Control was about growing up, Rhythm Nation 1814 looked at social responsibility, and janet. unleashed a sexual being with adult lyrics and swinging beats. The album became notorious and will forever hold a place in history for its Rolling Stone cover shot of a topless Janet.  janet. brought her a second Grammy® Award for the single, “That’s the Way Love Goes” and her first Golden Globe® and Academy Award® Nomination for the ballad, “Again” which was featured in the film, Poetic Justice.  Poetic Justice re-launched Janet’s foray into acting and placed her in her first feature film role. She starred opposite Regina King and hip hop sensation Tupac Shakur.

Celebrating ten years following the release of her ground-breaking album, Control, Design of a Decade featured hits from Control, Rhythm Nation 1814, janet., and two previously unreleased songs, "Runaway" and "Twenty Foreplay."

Janet followed with The Velvet Rope, which continued her emotional exploration through music. Lyrically raw and filled with internal reflection, the album is considered to be Janet’s most introspective work that illustrates the ins and outs of her private thoughts, dreams and desires.

In the box office smash, Nutty Professor II: The Klumps, Janet made her second feature film appearance as ‘Denise Gaines,’ opposite Academy Award® nominee Eddie Murphy.  Nutty Professor II became her second film to open at number one at the box office.  Janet also co-wrote and performed the song, "Doesn't Really Matter," the lead single from the film, which entered the number one position on the Billboard Hot 100 and became her first number one of the new century.  The song was featured in her seventh album All for You, which came out the following year and for which Janet received another Grammy® for Best Dance Recording.

A chameleon of performance, Janet is widely known and admired for award-winning music videos.  Janet is the only artist having Grammy® nominations spanning the Dance, Pop, Rap, Rock, and R&B categories. She has accumulated five Grammys®, multiple MTV Awards, Billboard Music Awards, and Soul Train Music Awards, to name a few. A highly regarded performer, her concerts are stunning shows that stimulate the mind, eyes, and soul. Intense choreography skilled to perfection has become synonymous with Janet.

In 2001, MTV presented Janet with the inaugural MTV ICON Award solidifying her accomplishments and affect on pop culture. Musical artists such as Destiny’s Child, NSYNC, Outkast, Usher and Pink were enlisted to recreate the music videos and performances of her classic hits in honor of her work, influence and overall impact in the arena of music. The title of ICON was, and continues to be, hers.

Always self-examining and open, Janet throws herself into every album. Her eighth studio album Damito Jo explored the extremes of sexuality. Janet followed up with 20 Y.O., which reunited her with long time collaborators Jam/Lewis and brought in producer Jermaine Dupri to add an extra edge to the album.  20 Y.O. celebrated her twenty years in the music industry and referenced back to the music that was created on Control, Janet Jackson’s Rhythm Nation 1814 and janet.

In Janet’s third feature film, Why Did I Get Married?, she starred opposite Tyler Perry.  Janet received an Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a feature motion picture. The film was yet another number one opener at the box office. Shortly after the films release, she put out her tenth studio album Discipline, which reflected upon her personal battle with “discipline.” As one of the defining aspects of her career, Janet addresses the word, the meaning and its affect on her as an artist and a person.

Janet's album Discipline again served as a forum for Janet to reveal more about herself. "The album expresses what I need to express at this moment of my life,” she said. “It says that discipline, rather than being a problem, can bring pleasure. Discipline is a key to freedom. Discipline allows me—allows all of us—to focus. And the focus must be on thoughts and feelings that nourish our physical and spiritual lives."

Janet supported the Discipline album with her fifth concert tour—the "Rock Witchu Tour." Described as a "high-voltage performance," Janet proved again her status as the consummate performer, providing fans with an extravaganza featuring all of her hits, non-stop choreography and a cutting-edge production.

Janet released her Number Ones album, her second greatest hits compilation, in 2009.  The double-disc album featured Janet's thirty-four number one hit singles, spanning various music charts across North America, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South Africa. Additionally, the Number Ones album included Janet's new single, "Make Me," which became her thirty-fourth number one single and nineteenth number one hit on the Billboard Hot Dance Club Songs chart.

In 2010, Janet honored her brother Michael's legacy and supported the people of Haiti by joining over 80 artists who collaborated to record "We Are the World 25 for Haiti," the classic 1985 charity anthem re-imagined by Lionel Richie and Quincy Jones to support the earthquake relief efforts. "We Are The World 25 For Haiti" premiered during the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games Opening Ceremony and is now an international #1 download on iTunes.  Proceeds from the charity single continue to support the healing and rebuilding of Haiti.

Janet continues to focus on speaking out and giving back. Several of her tours have raised money for charities such as the Cities in Schools and America's Promise. She has supported the Watts Willowbrook Boys & Girls Club of America, the Starlight Foundation, the Make-A-Wish Foundation, A Place Called Home (provides after school programs in South Central LA), the American Foundation for AIDS Research, S.O.S. Children's Villages in South Africa, Cartier's Love Bracelet Program benefiting OCNA, and sponsored an Airlift of Food and Medical supplies to famine-stricken Rwanda.  Janet established the Rhythm Nation Scholarship with the UNCF and has assisted countless students striving to meet their educational goals.  Most recently, Janet chaired amFAR's gala charity event in Milan that raised more than $1 million for AIDS research.  "This battle needs all of us to be brave warriors," Janet said during the dinner and dance organized by the Foundation for AIDS Research.  Janet also traveled recently to Abu Dhabi to support the fresh2o charity at the star studded F1 Grand Prix Ball.  Money raised at the event enables provision of clean water for drinking and sanitation purposes globally.

She has been honored with many Humanitarian Awards due to her intense dedication to helping others. Recent honors, reflecting the range of her involvement in charitable and social causes, include the 2008 Humanitarian of the Year award from the Lisa Lopes Foundation, the 2008 Vanguard Award from GLAAD, the 2004 Touching a Life Humanitarian, and Philanthropic Award from the NBA. Janet's efforts have also been recognized by AIDS Project LA, the Congress for Racial Equality, and by the NAACP with their Chairman's Award.

Later this year, Janet will publish her first book, providing an intimate look at her life and how she has dealt with issues of self-esteem.  Janet will reveal aspects not known before about her uniquely successful career not only in music, but also in television and motion pictures.

Summarizing her career and her incredibly raw albums, Janet has said, “Here I am. I’m coming on. Musically, I have it. You want it. And I’m giving it to you.” Continuing her growth as an artist and as a person, Janet intriguingly states, “I’m proud to have stayed in the game and survived. And I’m proud that I’ve remained true to myself. But if you go back and listen to the music, you’ll hear how that self is always changing.”

Grammy® Award-winning singer/actress Jill Scott (Sheila) preps two movies, a cartoon series, a new bra for her Ashley Stewart intimate apparel line, a new album The Light Of The Sun as well as main stage inclusion in the upcoming Lilith Fair tour. Scott was recently seen as lead role in HBO’s critically acclaimed “The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency,” directed by the late Oscar®-winning director Anthony Minghella. Jill and the show have garnered rave reviews and nominations from the Golden Globes®, IPA Satellite Awards to the American Film Institute (AFI). Scott most recently nominated for NAACP Image Awards Outstanding Actress alongside two others the series earned including Outstanding Drama Series and Supporting Actress in Drama Series. This gears the triple threat artist for a huge 2010 year.

Scott’s next film project, Lifetime’s “Sins Of The Mother” which bows February 21st, revolves around a grad student who returns home to face her abusive, alcoholic mother – played by Scott—only to discover that her mom is sober and has a three-year-old daughter and new life.  Directed by Paul Kaufman and executive produced by Damon Lee, the telepic is based on the novel Orange, Mint & Honey and adapted for television by Elizabeth Hunter.

Marvel Animation and BET Networks have teamed up to create the epic animated mini-series “Black Panther” out mid 2010. Scott voices X-men Heroine ‘Storm’ alongside Golden Globe® nominated actor Djimon Hounsou (Blood Diamond), Kerry Washington (Last King of Scotland) and Golden Globe®-winning actress Alfre Woodard (American Violet). 

Ashley Stewart’s Butterfly Bra inspired by Jill Scott was widely successful garnering great coverage in Women’s Wear Daily, InStyle Magazine and US Weekly. The exclusive joint venture between Scott’s firm J Heather Inc. and Ashley Stewart stores saw the bra line expand nationally to over 220 stores. Founded from Scott’s need for support, comfort and style, a new innovative plunge style bra has been developed, and will be released nationally in the second quarter of 2010. 

Following up to 2007’s Grammy®-nominated, Gold-certified album The Real Thing, Jill is currently in the studio recording her fifth album titled The Light Of The Sun. The album embarks Jill on a flurry of emotional poetry as both her career and personal life have skyrocketed with success in Hollywood and birth of first child. The album is expected to be a Spring/Summer 2010 release, just in time for Scott’s return to the stage. 

Returning to her first love, live performance, Scott will be a featured performer alongside her colleagues Sarah McLachlan, Mary J. Blige, Sheryl Crow, Erykah Badu, and Colbie Caillat at the 2010 Lilith Fair Tour, a celebration of diverse female voices across all genres. Dates are still being confirmed and are updated on www.lilithfair.com.

Sharon Leal (Dianne) was born in Tucson, Arizona and raised in Northern California.  At an early age, she began singing and eventually discovered her passion for acting while attending Roosevelt High School for the Performing Arts.

Leal’s professional career began in regional productions like Ain’t Misbehavin’, Into The Woods, and Little Shop of Horrors to name a few.  Soon thereafter, she moved to New York and landed major roles in the Broadway hits, Miss Saigon and Rent.  While in New York, Leal staged cabarets at B Smith’s, The Violet and Steve McGraw’s.  She continued to hone her skills as she starred in the original musical, Bright Lights Big City at the New York Theater Workshop, also being featured on the production’s soundtrack.  Soon thereafter, Leal work shopped an original production at The Manhattan Theater Club entitled Stormy Weather, in which she starred as the legendary Lena Horne.

Leal’s film credits include best supporting actress at The New York Independent Film Festival for the short film WHAT ARE THE ODDS and a role in the Golden Globe® Award winning film DREAMGIRLS opposite Beyoncé Knowles and Jamie Foxx.  Leal also starred in the upcoming Screen Gems film THIS CHRISTMAS with an ensemble cast including Regina King, Mekhi Phifer, and Nia Long. 

Sharon was most recently seen starring opposite Bernie Mac and Samuel L. Jackson in SOUL MEN.  She can next be seen starring opposite Terrence Howard in the thriller, LITTLE MURDER. 

Leal’s television credits include a series regular role on David E. Kelley’s Emmy®-Award winning hit “Boston Public,” as well as guest-starring roles on “LAX,” “Las Vegas,” and “CSI: Miami.” 

Malik Yoba (Gavin), the creator, writer, and director, of BET.com's webseries "ShopTalk: What's On The Hearts Of Men," is a film, stage and television veteran of almost twenty years who is best known for his roles in Tyler Perry's Why Did I Get Married?,  Paramount's "Girlfriends," Fox Television's "New York Undercover" and the Disney Classic Cool Runnings.

Yoba has appeared in more than twenty films including the Danish film OH HAPPY DAY, COPLAND, SMOKE, BLUE IN THE FACE, HOOKED UP, SOUL FOOD, HARLEM ARIA, RIDE and DREAMING IN BLACK AND WHITE (winner of Best Film at the 2003 Phoenix Film Festival), the comedy KIDS IN AMERICA (also starring George Wendt, Rosanna Arquette and Nicole Richie), and CRIMINAL starring John C. Reilly and Diego Luna. 

Yoba’s television credits include a recurring role as ‘Ice’ on the Emmy® Award-winning comedy series “Arrested Development” for Fox Television.  He also starred on the TNT series “Bull” and NBC’s “Kingpin” and "Raines," the FX Network series “Thief” starring Andre Braugher and Linda Hamilton, and most recently ABC's 2009 series "Defying Gravity." 

Mr. Yoba is also an accomplished musician, activist, educator, inspirational speaker, entrepreneur and author. Before becoming an internationally-known celebrity, this Bronx, NY native was an educator in New York City Public Schools working with several high-profile youth leadership organizations here and abroad and by 23 years old was the vice president of The City Kids Foundation. 

In 2003, Mr. Yoba established The Malik Yoba National Theatre Company (The MYNT Company), which creates, acquires, produces and distributes content for the urban theatre market. His stage musicals include What’s on The Hearts of Men and Acoustic Chocolate.  The MYNT Company is also a proud sponsor of the Hip Hop Theatre Festival (HHTF.org). Yoba’s book, “Please Return My Phone Call: Preventing the Demise of Personal and Professional Relationships,” is a handbook for business and interpersonal relationships (pleasereturnmyphonecall.com).  In 2009, he joined forces with Chris "Kazi" Rolle in the Together Apart Live Convo relationship seminars.  Yoba will have the NY premiere of his solo show "Harlem To Hollywood" at the New York Hip Hop Theatre Festival October 2010.

Born and raised in New York City, Yoba likes to say he’s not a product of his urban upbringing, but a progression.  Prior to his career in entertainment, Yoba was a full-time educator working with the non-profit youth empowerment organization, City Kids Foundation, in both New York and later Los Angeles where he founded a chapter.  He has also worked internationally with young people from Johannesburg Secondary School in South Africa, and the youth leadership conference in Belize and Central America and has been recognized by or worked with President Bill Clinton, UNICEF, The Congressional Black Caucus and The Ethiopian Children’s Fund.

Richard T. Jones (Mike), son of professional baseball player Clarence Jones, was born in Japan and raised in Carson, CA. 

Jones pursued acting after college and made his feature debut portraying Ike Turner Jr. in What's Love Got To Do With It?  He also appeared in the films Renaissance Man, The Trigger Effect, Event Horizon, Kiss the Girls, and Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married?
On television, Jones has appeared on several television shows, including "NYPD Blue," “Judging Amy,” “Dangerous Minds,” “Brooklyn South,” “Ally McBeal,” “In the Heat of the Night,” “Second String,” “Paradise,” “Sweet Justice,” "Girlfriends” and  “Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles.”

Jones lives in Los Angeles with his wife and their four children.

As a dedicated and consummate performer, Tasha Smith (Angela) brings style and intense character portrayals to the screen.  Her outstanding performances have garnered widespread reactions from audiences and critics alike.  Tyler Perry was so impressed with her stellar work, that he cast her to star in three of his films, including the #1 box office hit, WHY DID I GET MARRIED? (Lionsgate), alongside Janet Jackson and Jill Scott, and its sequel.  Her accolades are still resonating from TYLER PERRY’S DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS (Lionsgate), opposite Idris Elba and Gabrielle Union.

On and off the silver screen, Tasha seems to naturally command attention.  Most recently, she co-starred in the family sports drama, THE LONGSHOTS (Dimension/The Weinstein Company), with Ice Cube and Keke Palmer.  Smith can currently be seen in the #1 box office hit romantic comedy, COUPLES RETREAT (Universal), starring opposite Vince Vaughn, Jon Favreau, Jason Bateman and Faizon Love. 

Tasha has played a wide range of roles in such feature films as ATL (Warner Brothers) with T.I. and Mykelti Williamson, THE GOOD MOTHER (Sony/Screen Gems) with Angie Harmon and Joel Gretsch, and THE WHOLE TEN YARDS (Warner Brothers) with Bruce Willis and Matthew Perry.  She has also starred in several independent films, including MILES FROM HOME with Meagan Good and Ty Hodges, PLAYA’S BALL with Allen Payne and Elise Neal, SOMETHING LIKE A BUSINESS with Kevin Hart and David Alan Grier, and PASTOR BROWN with Salli Richardson and Ernie Hudson.

Tasha is well-known for her critically-acclaimed portrayal of the drug-addicted Ronnie Boyce in HBO’s Emmy Award-winning mini-series, “The Corner,” directed by Charles S. Dutton.  She has guest starred on such popular television shows as “Nip/Tuck,” “Tyler Perry’s Meet The Browns,” “The Game,” “Girlfriends,” “All Of Us,” “Without a Trace,” and “Strong Medicine,” among others.  Smith has also served as the executive producer and host of her own talk show for the Oxygen Network, “Tasha Vision,” guest hosted the late night show, “Later with Greg Kinnear,” and appeared as the acting coach on “America’s Next Top Model,” and as a field correspondent on “The Tyra Banks Show.”

 Smith takes the time to share her inspirational life story through motivational speaking, as well as mentors emerging actors through the Tasha Smith Actors Workshop (TSAW).  She is writing her first book, which incorporates the many exercises and techniques she teaches in her acting class that can be applied to everyday life.  In her free time, the Camden, New Jersey native loves to workout at the gym, cook gourmet meals, and entertain friends at her home in suburban Los Angeles.

Lamman Rucker (Troy) the handsome star of “Tyler Perry’s Meet the Browns” the series was born in Pittsburgh, PA and grew up in Washington, DC.  He is the son of an educator, athlete and entrepreneur.  Mr. Rucker may also be recognized as Mona’s boyfriend ‘Chase’ on UPN’s “Half & Half” as well as his bad boy characters in the daytime dramas “As The World Turns” and “All My Children.”  He has also been a memorable guest star on “Law & Order,” “All Of Us” and the popular television movie mini-series “The Temptations.” On stage, Lamman received a 2002 Audelco nomination for his incredible portrayal of ‘Jason’ in Euripides’ Media.  Mr. Rucker is a founding ensemble member of the Black Gents of Hollywood, a Los Angeles-based, all-black male theatre company whose powerful play Black Angels Over Tuskegee is currently taking the country by storm.  A graduate of the illustrious Duke Ellington School of the Arts in Washington, DC, Lamman’s accomplishments also include a NFAA Presidential Scholarship in the Arts nomination Drama & Musical Theatre training at the Carnegie Mellon University, a full scholarship to the Berkshire Theatre Festival and having romantic leads in plays and musicals like Hot Snow, Nefetari Rising, Pain In My Heart, Perfect Mate and Sweet Charity.  

While in high school, Lamman was an original member of the groundbreaking youth company - the Washington Area Improvisational Teen Theatre (W.A.I.T.T.).  The company’s primary goal was to promote sexual abstinence to teens and educate young people about their bodies, the risks of teen pregnancy, STDs and HIV/AIDS.  He went on to become a successful teacher, coach, mentor and youth advocate - acquiring a Masters of Science in Education in 2000 and then on to star in BET's award-winning HIV/AIDS film "Let's Talk" in 2006. Most recently, Lamman gave a stellar performance in the hit motion picture Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married? with an all-star cast including Janet Jackson, Jill Scott and Tyler Perry.  Mr. Rucker also starred in the independent award-winning romantic comedy I'm Through With White Girls - The Inevitable Undoing of Jay Brooks and can be seen in the inspirational film The Greatest Song which he also produced.  Mr. Rucker is an activist and spokesperson for several non-profit organizations and community action initiatives including A.H.E.A.D., Inc., Inner City Industry, BET's Rap-It-Up campaign, the Black AIDS Institute, The Magic Johnson Foundation and several grass-roots organizations across the country leading the way in uplifting families and mobilizing communities to encourage prevention, education and testing initiatives for HIV/AIDS and other issues. 

Michael Jai White (Marcus) first garnered audience and critical attention with his portrayal of controversial boxing giant Mike Tyson in the HBO original movie, “Tyson.”  With more than two decades years of experience as a martial artist, he holds a black belt in six Karate styles and over 26 titles, including U.S. Open, North American Open, and New England Grand Champion.  His well-honed skills have been employed to choreograph complex stunts in films such as On Deadly Ground.


In addition to “Tyson,” his feature credits include Spawn, in which he played the title character based on the Todd McFarlane comic books, 2 Days in the Valley, Breakfast of Champions with Bruce Willis, Thick As Thieves with Alec Baldwin, Universal Solder: The Return with Jean Claude van Damme, Exit Wounds with Steven Seagal, and Quentin Tarantino’s Kill Bill.
Television credits include the NBC movie “Mutiny,” based on factual events during World War II in which he played the lead character.  The film was directed by Kevin Hooks and produced by Morgan Freeman.  He also appeared in the TNT original movie “Freedom Song” starring and executive produced by Danny Glover; the short lived NBC drama “Wonderland,” and episodes of “NYBD Blue,” “JAG,” “Living Single,” and “Renegade.”

Most recently, he has starred in Undisputed 2, The Dark Knight, the box office smash Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married?, and Black Dynamite, which Michael wrote, and co-produced.

White was born in Brooklyn and as a pre-teen was relocated to Bridgeport, Connecticut.  At age 14, he was mostly on his own; and at six feet tall and weighing in at 190 lbs, he was easily mistaken for an adult.  Having started karate lessons at age eight, he was a black belt by age 12, and later taught karate at the local YMCA in Bridgeport.

He graduated high school with honors and went on to college without a clear idea of the direction he wanted to steer his life.  He jumped from university to university  (UCONN, S.C.S.U.) and major to major (political science, communications, engineering) while also squeezing in an acting class or two—at the HB Studios in NY, Yale University, and Howard University – but never had considered acting as a career choice.

White discovered he had a gift for reaching troubled children when he taught grades five, six, and seven at a junior high school for three years.   That experience is what he says is his proudest achievement.  Though reluctant to follow acting, he felt he had to get it out of his system.  He began auditioning for roles in nearby Manhattan.  He eventually landed commercials, theater roles, and bit parts on soap operas.  Faced with the difficult decision to leave teaching, he finally did so with the blessing of his students.  

In 1992, he moved to Los Angeles to pursue acting.

LouIS Gossett, Jr. (Porter) is an internationally acclaimed actor, humanitarian, social entrepreneur, social justice advocate and visionary. He is perhaps best known for the role of ‘Fiddler’ in the ground breaking 1977 television mini-series “Roots” for which he won an Emmy® and his Oscar® winning performance as the hard charging drill Sergeant ‘Emil Foley’ in the movie An Officer and a Gentleman.  An enduring presence for more than five decades, Mr. Gossett ranks as one of the most respected and beloved actors of stage, screen, and television. In addition to his Oscar® he is the recipient of multiple Golden Globes® and People’s Choice Awards.  He has starred in several well-known movies like The Deep, Daddy’s Little Girls, The Highwayman, Enemy Mine, Toy Soldiers and The Punisher.  He was the first African –American male to win the Academy Award® for Best Supporting Actor in 1982. Mr. Gossett was also in a number of Broadway productions such as A

Raisin in the Sun, Golden Boy and Chicago.  In 2006, Mr. Gossett founded the ERACISM Foundation which is dedicated to creating entertainment that brings education and awareness to issues such as racism, ignorance and societal apathy.  Eracism strives to empower individuals through their history and culture by connecting them with their past. He attended New York University on an athletic scholarship, and briefly played with the New York Knicks before deciding to focus exclusively on his professional acting career.   As the current lead in the popular science-fiction TV series “Stargate SG-1” and the voice of the ‘Vortigaunts’ in the video game “Half Life 2” and the voice of ‘Lucius Fox’ in “The Batman,” Mr. Gossett’s fan base now spans from tweens to baby boomers and he is using this opportunity to speak regularly to youth all over the country and world encouraging self respect, respect for elders and respect of members of the opposite sex.

Cicely Tyson (Ola) needs no introduction.  Her storied career as both pioneer and numerous award-winning actress has made her a national treasure.

In 1962, Cicely became the first black actress to co-star in a television drama series, “East Side / West Side.”  Cicely is probably best known on the television side for her Emmy®-Award winning performance in “The Oldest Confederate Widow Tells All” and her double-Emmy®-Award winning performance in “The Autobiography Of Miss Jane Pittman.” In 2009, Cicely was nominated for an Emmy® for her work Hallmark’s TV movie “Relative Strangers.”

On the feature side, Cicely is easily recognizable for her Academy Award®-nominated performance in Sounder.  Most recently, Cicely has appeared in Tyler Perry’s Diary of a Mad Black Woman and Madea’s Family Reunion.  Some of her other film credits, to name a few, include A Woman Called Moses, The Marva Collins Story, The Woman Of Brewster Place, Blessed Assurance, Fried Green Tomatoes, King, Mama Flora’s Family and A Lesson Before Dying.  Cicely will next be seen in Mr Tambourine Man.

2009 marked an important moment for Cicely as well as the art community of Orange, New Jersey with the unveiling of the Cicely L. Tyson Community School of Performing and Fine Arts on October 24, 2009.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

TYLER PERRY (Writer, Director, Producer) – See About The Cast
Reuben Cannon (Producer) is a visionary producer who has helped to shape and guide some of the most groundbreaking and critically acclaimed film and television projects in Hollywood for the past three-decades. 

From his humble beginnings in the Universal Studios mailroom (a.k.a. the executive training program), Cannon was promoted after one year to Universal Television’s casting department as a trainee.  There, he set a personal goal to become the first African-American casting director at Universal Studios within a year.  He achieved that goal.

It was his unwavering diligence that later paved the way for Cannon to reach yet another professional milestone, becoming head of Warner Brothers television’s casting department from 1978 to 1980.  In so doing, Cannon became the first African-American to hold the distinction.  His keen eye for talent also earned Cannon the well-deserved reputation for being an innovative and trendsetting force in the industry.  Early in his career, Cannon took a chance on then fledgling young actor Bruce Willis casting him in the television series “Moonlighting,” which jettisoned Willis into stardom. 

Under the banner of his company Reuben Cannon and Associates, Cannon has cast nearly one hundred television series, made-for-TV movies as well as motion pictures. Among those projects include The Color Purple, which earned 11 Oscar® nominations and showcased the talents of artists who would become some of our industries most distinguished stars: Danny Glover in one of his first starring roles; and Whoopi Goldberg and Oprah Winfrey made their feature film debuts each earning Oscar® nominations in the category of Best Supporting Actress.  Other projects include such award-winning classic television series as “Columbo,” “Alfred Hitchcock Presents,” “The A Team” and the 1990’s remake of “Perry Mason.” More recent credits include the Emmy®-Award winning comedy series “The Bernie Mac Show,” “My Wife and Kids,” and the edgy, animated cult hit “Boondocks.” 

Broadening his range of projects, Cannon, a Chicago native, branched out into producing motion pictures and television programs.  One of his early projects was the critically acclaimed television special “The Women of Brewster Place,” which he not only cast, but also produced in collaboration with Oprah Winfrey who starred in the tele-film.  “Brewster Place” marked their second project together and the two have remained business allies and close personal friends throughout the years. Cannon continued his partnership as a producer with some of the nation’s most influential luminaries in their respective industries: Down In The Delta directed by Dr. Maya Angelou, Spike Lee on Get On The Bus, Love Don’t Cost A Thing starring Nick Cannon, and the box office sleeper hit Woman Thou Art Loosed, based on the bestselling book by Bishop T.D. Jakes.  

In the summer of 2004, Cannon began collaborating with a brilliant young playwright and actor turned director, Tyler Perry.  Reuben Cannon Productions (RCP) formed a production alliance with Tyler Perry Studios (TPS) that would prove to be powerful garnering both record-breaking box office grosses and television ratings.  The feature films, Diary of a Mad Black Woman, Madea’s Family Reunion and Why Did I Get Married?, opened #1 at North American box offices. Daddy’s Little Girls, Meet The Browns, The Family That Preys, Madea Goes To Jail, and I Can Do Bad All By Myself have also broken box office records.  

With a slate of upcoming film and television projects as well as ventures into new media on the horizon, Reuben Cannon serves as Executive Producer for the comedy series “Tyler Perry’s House of Payne,” which debuted in 2008 on TBS and is the highest rated comedy series in cable television history.  “House of Payne” remains the #1 television series in African-American households.

Cannon has received numerous awards including an Honorary Doctorate of Human Letters from Morehouse College.  His work has also been recognized by The Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences, The Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (which has honored him with two Emmy® nominations), the Casting Society of America, the DuSable Museum of African-American History, and the 2002 NAACP Image Awards who with Daimler/Chrysler honored Cannon with a “Behind the Lens Award” for his outstanding contributions in entertainment in the areas of film and television. 

MICHAEL PASEORNEK (Executive Producer) has been President of Film Production at Lionsgate since the company's inception in 1997.

In addition to being a key member of the senior management team that has guided Lionsgate from a startup into the leading independent film company and winner of the Best Picture Oscar® for Crash, Paseornek has served as an executive producer or producer on over 50 films.

Variety has described him as one of the chief architects of the Lionsgate model.

Paseornek has been at the forefront of Urban programming. He launched the film career of Tyler Perry and forged a production slate that includes Tyler Perry's blockbusters MADEA GOES TO JAIL, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN, and MADEA'S FAMILY REUNION, all of which opened number 1 at the box office. He also forged a deal for the screen rights to the iconic African American play, FOR COLORED GIRLS WHO CONSIDERED SUICIDE WHEN THE RAINBOW ISN'T ENUF.  He's spearheaded films ranging from comedies like THE WASH to dramas such as PRIDE and the critically-acclaimed AKEELAH AND THE BEE. 

In the horror genre, building on the success of the SAW franchise, Paseornek broke new ground with the box office hit, MY BLOODY VALENTINE 3D, the first horror film utilizing the new 3D digital technology.  He also executive produced Rob Zombie's THE DEVIL'S REJECTS and the remake of THE EYE, starring Jessica Alba. Paseornek is continuing to spearhead a 3D agenda with the production of the family animated film ALPHA AND OMEGA and a slate of upcoming genre fare.

Lionsgate has also staked a claim in the comedy arena. Paseornek is currently executive producing the action-comedy KILLERS, starring Ashton Kutcher and Katherine Heigl.  

Paseornek has played a key role moving Lionsgate into the action arena with CRANK, WAR, Frank Miller's THE SPIRIT, THE PUNISHER, GAMER, THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM.  In addition Paseornek is overseeing the film development of the hit videogame KANE AND LYNCH and the remake of the classic CONAN THE BARBARIAN. 

In the prestige area, Paseornek executive produced MONSTER'S BALL which earned Halle Berry an Oscar® for best actress; the critically acclaimed AKEELAH AND THE BEE, which earned best picture honors at the Black Movie Awards and was the centerpiece of the first ever Starbucks movie promotion; AMERCAN PSYCHO, SHATTERED GLASS, and BUFFALO 66. 

Over the past 25 years, Paseornek has played an important role in the emergence of the independent film scene. He founded Cinepix/Famous Players’ (CFP's) U.S. operations in 1992 which brought American audiences acclaimed films such as Academy Award® winner Ang Lee's first feature PUSHING HANDS, James Mangold's directorial debut HEAVY, James Coburn's Oscar® winning performance in AFFLICTION, and Bill Condon's Oscar® winner GODS AND MONSTERS.  When CFP went public and was renamed Lionsgate in 1997, the company grew into the leading independent film company with Home Entertainment and Television divisions. The Film division has had 25 Oscar® nominations in that time, including six for the 2006 years best picture winner, CRASH.

More than 30 of Paseornek's movies have been selected to appear in major festivals such as Cannes, Berlin, Sundance and Toronto.

Outside of Lionsgate, Paseornek serves on the board of directors of UCLA Mattel's Children's Hospital, is on the advisory board of Hearts of Hope, a foundation sending doctors to Latin America, and the board of Del Corazon, a year round charitable camp for children with heart disease. 

Paseornek began his career after graduating from New York University in 1974 when he became the writing partner of former National Lampoon editor Michel Choquette. He then became a humorist-speechwriter for some of the nation's leading business executives and worked as a script-doctor on a number of feature films.

In the late 70s, Paseornek met CFP's Canadian co-founders John Dunning and Andre Link and developed the sequel to their comedy hit MEATBALLS. 

Paseornek is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences® and The Writer's Guild of America. He has been a guest speaker at a number of institutions, including Harvard, New York University, and the American Film Institute and has served on numerous industry panels for organizations such as the NAACP and the Director Guild of America.

ROGER M. BOBB's (Co-Producer) career in film began as an Assistant Director. Over the last 10 years, he has been the producer or assistant director on more than 40 feature films and television shows.

Bobb's collaboration with Tyler Perry began as an assistant director on Tyler's first film DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN. Bobb has co-produced all of Perry's subsequent films MADEA'S FAMILY REUNION, DADDY'S LITTLE GIRLS, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, MEET THE BROWNS, THE FAMILY THAT PREYS, MADEA GOES TO JAIL and I CAN DO BAD ALL BY MYSELF.  Bobb serves as Supervising Producer on Perry's popular television sitcom "House of Payne," which recently aired its 150th episode. He also serves as Executive Producer Perry's new sitcom “Meet the Browns” and is the Executive Vice President of Tyler Perry Studios.

Bobb is the only two time winner of the Best Film Award at the American Black Film Festival and was the youngest African-American First AD member of the Director's Guild of America. Bobb was recently named by The Network Journal Magazine as one of the top 40 executives under 40. Born in London and raised in Brooklyn, Bobb's film career began in 1995 when he was accepted into the Director's Guild of America's prestigious Assistant Director Trainee program. Under this program, Bobb was fortunate to work on projects from notable directors such as Woody Allen, Mike Nichols and James Mangold.

Upon completing the program, Bobb worked within the New York independent film community as an assistant director and quickly rose to become a producer. His many credits include "NYPD Blue," "New York Undercover," COPLAND, and STATE PROPERTY 2. Bobb attended Brooklyn College and the School Of Visual Arts.


JOSEPH P. GENIER (Co-Producer) has produced and managed more than 50 feature films and television productions in a dozen countries. His credits include PERFECT CHRISTMAS, WAR, WHY DID I GET MARRIED?, PEACEFUL WARRIOR, THE COOKOUT, DOWN IN THE VALLEY, AMERICAN PIE:  BAND CAMP, ROCKETS’ RED GLARE, and AU PAIR.


In 2008, Genier co-founded Push Worldwide, the new distribution division of Capital Arts Entertainment, with his partners Mike Elliott and Rob Kerchner.

Genier began his production career with Eastman Kodak in New York, before moving to multi-national projects with Hartmann International, and then line producing locally and internationally for Fox Family and Showtime.  He moved on to cover international sales for independent companies at the AFM and Cannes film markets.

 

Returning to filmmaking, Genier joined Maple Palm Productions as its head of production, before joining Capital Arts in 1998 in the same capacity.   At Capital Arts, he continues to successfully oversee both in-house productions as well as outside productions for such companies as Warner Bros, Universal, Lionsgate, and Fox.  

 
Genier is a graduate of Cornell University and the University of Paris.


TOYOMICHI KURITA (Director of Photography) – BIO FORTHCOMING


INA MAYHEW (Production Designer) – BIO FORTHCOMING

Maysie Hoy, A.C.E. (Editor) began her theater training in her hometown of Vancouver, Canada. She studied improvisational theatre in San Francisco with The Wing and The Committee.  Upon returning to Vancouver, the improvisational company The Good Will Store was formed, of she was the artistic director.  For the next two years, her troupe performed and taught Viola Spolin’s theater games in schools and correctional institutions.  During this time she was cast in Robert Altman’s MCCABE AND MRS. MILLER.

When the movie was over she left for Los Angeles with only a backpack and sleeping bag.  She knew only two people in L.A.: a friend who offered her a place to stay and Robert Altman.   For the next eight years she learned the art of filmmaking by working for him in research, costume and production design. She also acted in several of his films, including CALIFORNIA SPLIT, NASHVILLE, THREE WOMEN AND A WEDDING.

It was on Altman’s BUFFALO BILL AND THE INDIANS that she landed a job as an apprentice.  There she discovered her passion for film editing.  She moved up quickly to a film assistant.  After which she worked as a film and sound assistant on many Altman films and on projects that he produced with directors Alan Rudolph and Robert Benton.

Her editing credits include TYLER PERRY'S: I Can Do Bad All By Myself, MADEA GOES TO JAIL, THE FAMILY THAT PREYS, MEET THE BROWNS, WHY DID I GET MARRIED? and DADDY’S LITTLE GIRLS; THE JOY LUCK CLUB, THE PLAYER (co-edited), SMOKE, WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (shared credit), FREEDOM SONG, CRAZY IN ALABAMA, LOVEJONES  and FREEWAY.

Ms. Hoy is an alumna of the American Film Institute’s Directing Women’s Workshop.  She is on the Board of Directors in both the Motion Picture Editors Guild and American Cinema Editors.  She has been featured with thirty accomplished craftswomen in a book called “Great Women in Films.”

Joel C. High (Music Supervisor) is a music supervisor and producer who has worked on over 100 films and television projects and also is chief executive for a company he founded in 2006.  Over the last decade, he created and supervised the music departments for two of the leading independent studios in the industry: Trimark Pictures and Lionsgate Entertainment. He built the publishing catalog for both companies and started the boutique soundtrack label Lions Gate Records. In addition to his acclaimed work in motion pictures working with directors such as Marc Forster, Peter Bogdanovich, Don Roos, Roger Avary, James Foley, Bill Paxton, Billy Ray, Mario Van Peebles, and Rob Zombie he oversaw the music for the growing television group at Lionsgate, including "The Dead Zone" and the Golden Globe®-winning series “Weeds.”

Joel is the music executive behind such films as Saw, Girl with a Pearl Earring and the Leonard Cohen documentary LEONARD COHEN I'm Your Man.  He oversaw Lionsgate’s first Academy Award® nomination in the Original Song category, for Best Picture winner Crash and the Golden Globe® nominated score from Girl With A Pearl Earring by Alexandre Desplat.

Joel has been the music supervisor for all of Tyler Perry's films including Diary of a Mad Black Woman, Madea Goes To Jail, and I Can Do Bad All By Myself (for which he was nominated as the Outstanding Music Supervisor of the Year).  He is the music supervisor for films ranging from In the Mix starring Usher, Rob Zombie's The Devil's Rejects, The Wash with Snoop and Dre, Strangers with Candy, Oscar® winner Monsters Ball, Love and Other Impossible Pursuits starring Natalie Portman and the HBO series “Little Britain – USA.”  

Joel is currently the principal executive at Creative Control Entertainment, a multi-faceted music supervision, consultation, live event and production company, with offices in Los Angeles and New Orleans and diverse clients ranging from independent studios to international governments.

Aaron Zigman (Composer) is quickly proving to be one of the most prolific and versatile composers in film music today.

A classically trained pianist since childhood, Zigman had an early foundation for writing melody and an ear for what makes a good tune.  With a command of rhythm and different styles, he began his musical career as a producer and arranger to popular music stars.  Soon his resume boasted names like Aretha Franklin, Natalie Cole, Oleta Adams, Phil Collins, Tina Turner, Patti Labelle, Chicago, Nona Gaye, Carly Simon, the Pointer Sisters, Huey Lewis, Christina Aguilera and Seal.

Zigman got his shot at feature film composing in 2002 when director Nick Cassavetes, a friend who knew of his pop background and his orchestral works, offered him a shot at John Q, starring Denzel Washington.  He wrote an extravagant six-minute opening montage and recording it with a 55-piece orchestra and submitted it as a demo.  The director, editor and studio were impressed, and he got the job.  Not too long after, the two collaborated again on The Notebook, starring Gena Rowlands and James Garner, based on the Nicholas Sparks novel.  Their most recent collaboration was My Sister’s Keeper, starring Cameron Diaz.

Zigman’s versatile credits include Akeelah & the Bee, starring Laurence Fishburne and Angela Bassett; Pride, starring Terrence Howard and Bernie Mac; the Mark Helfrich comedy, Good Luck Chuck, starring Dane Cook and Jessica Alba; the family adventure film Bridge To Terabithia; the urban dance dramas Step Up and Step Up 2: The Streets; the romantic comedy sensation Sex and the City; The Proposal, starring Sandra Bullock and Ryan Reynolds; The Ugly Truth, starring Katherine Heigl and Gerard Butler; and Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married?, meet The Browns, The Family That Preys, Madea Goes To Jail, and I Can Do Bad All By Myself.

KEITH G. LEWIS (Costume Designer) – BIO FORTHCOMING


Kim Williams (Casting Director) serves as casting director for Tyler Perry Studios.  She served as Director of Casting for Fox Broadcasting Company (FOX) from 2007-2009 where she was responsible for developing and launching new talent in a variety of television shows. Most recently, she oversaw casting for the FOX television series “Dollhouse.”  She has also been responsible for overseeing the casting of such FOX series as “Bones,” “Prison Break,” and “The Sarah Connor Chronicles.” 

Prior to joining FOX in 2007, Williams worked for Tyler Perry Productions contributing to feature films like Why Did I Get Married?, Daddy’s Little Girls and Madea’s Family Reunion.  From 1997-2003, Williams provided casting services for numerous productions including Sony Pictures Television’s animated series “The Boondocks.”

Williams served at HBO Pictures, HBO Original Programming, and HBO Independent Productions as Director of Casting from 1991-1995 and was HBO’s Manager of Casting from 1988-1991. While at HBO she was responsible for overseeing casting of all film and television projects for the HBO family, including casting the hit show “Martin” which was one of the highest-rated shows on channel during that time.

Some of Williams’ other notable accomplishments include casting for Diary of a Mad Black Woman, “The Bernie Mac Show,” “House of Payne,”  “Meet the Browns,” “Girlfriends,” “Half & Half” and “My Wife & Kids.”  She also produced the television special “League of Legends” on ABC for the Los Angeles Urban League’s 25th Anniversary of the Whitney M. Young award.

Over the course of her career, Williams has had a hand in launching the careers of several successful actors and actresses including Martin Lawrence, Tichina Arnold, Tracy Morgan, Amanda Bynes, Jesse Metcalf, Tracy Ellis Ross and Mo’Nique.

Williams attended the University of California, Los Angeles. She currently resides in Los Angeles and in addition to casting is producing several film and television projects.
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